
  

 

 

The new council positions: 

 Tracey Kracl-President, 

JoEllen Day-Vice President,  

Jalaine Vavricek-Secretary  

and Rick Fendrick-Treasurer 

 

 

 Pray

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ 

Pastor:  Day Hefner                                              Ministers:  the People 

Church Secretary: Crystal Callahan 
 Office Hours:      

Wednesday & Thursday 
9a.m.-3p.m. 

 

Important news:   

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

Early Spring Carpet Cleaning 

A “Second Offering” is requested for the cleaning of the carpets in the fellowship hall and the hall to 

the classrooms.  Do you know we have had the carpets cleaned professional once since the church 

was built?  Generally the carpets are spot cleaned.  This cleaning was not figured in the budget and 

there is a need.  On February 28th, the cleaning will be accomplished.  In March, we hope you will give 

an extra gift offering to cover the expense.  Your “Second Offering” 

generosity for requests to cover expenses for the Holiday Fair was greatly 

appreciated.  Please continue your gift giving for the carpets to be cleaned.  

Thank you so much. 

Your Finance and Stewardship Team   

The 2023 Directory and Yearbook has 

been completed and was either printed or 
emailed to you.  If you did not receive one 

let Crystal or Jalaine know.   

 

mailto:office.stjohns821@gmail.com


  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
All Services at 9:30 a.m. unless otherwise indicated. 

 
Sunday March 5th   Second Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 12:1-4a, Psalm 121, Romans 4:1-5, 13-17, John 3:1-17 
 

Sunday March 12th  Third Sunday in Lent 
Exodus 17:1-7, Psalm 95, Romans 5:1-11, John 4:5-42 

 
Sunday March 19th  Fourth Sunday in Lent 

1 Samuel 16:1-13, Psalm 23, Ephesians 5:8-14, John 9:1-41 
 

Sunday March 26th   Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Ezekiel 37:1-14, Psalm 130, Romans 8:6-11, John 11:1-45 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Bell Choir: The Worship and Music team would 

like to add something special to our Easter 

celebration with some bell choir music! If you 

would be interested in playing with the bell choir 

(even if you’ve never done it before), please talk to 

Chrissi! 

 

Training Disciples: Let Us Pray 
Join us at 6pm on Wednesdays all through March (1, 8, 15, 
22, 29) for a meal and a reflective bible study accompanied 
with prayer and song. We'll be using parts of author Kate 
Bowler's series "Bless the Lent We Actually Have." In Bowler's 
words, all are invited to come with "whatever this season is 
bringing you -- the lovely, the garbage, the difficult, the 
heartbreaking. Let's bless it all this Lent."  

All are welcome — come as you are! 
 

 



  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Church Secretary on vacation 

Crystal will be out of the office until March 9th. 

Christ United Methodist Church hosts 

World Day of Prayer 

 

“World Day of Prayer is celebrated every year in 

more than 170 countries on the first Friday of 

March. This year on Friday, March 3, Christ United 

Methodist Church is sponsoring an all faiths 

celebration of informed prayer and prayerful 

action. Please join us for coffee and rolls and then 

the service at 9:30 a.m. Any questions or if you 

would like to participate please call Patti Kitt 402-

615-0293 or Joann Thompson 402-615-0228.” 

Christ United Methodist Church 

1922 Colfax Street 

Schuyler NE 68661 



  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Schuyler Fish Fries 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Blessing of the Seeds: God has heard our prayers for moisture this winter! Now it is 

time to turn our prayers to planting as spring draws closer. All farmers and 

gardeners are invited to bring a few seeds, or a handful, to worship on Sunday, 

March 26, as we ask for God’s blessing on another year of growing. 



  

 

 

 
 

St. John's Women of the ELCA 
"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.” 

All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA embraces all 
kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Wed. March 15-  1:30 General Meeting and Bible Study 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING 
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.” 

Quilting Tues. March 28, 2023 
Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion around the world. 

 
THRIVENT CHOICE   

Strengthening Communities   

 

ATTENTION THRIVENT MEMBERS: 
Those who own Thrivent products may have earned Choice Dollars throughout 2021.  You can designate 
where you wish those dollars to go—St. John’s is one of those choices as well as 35,000 organizations that 
participate in Choice Dollars. The moneys your products earned in 2021 can be directed until March 31, 2022. 
The Choice Dollars can be directed by— 
 

1) Phone call:  1-800-847-4836; when prompted say:  “Choice Dollars” and 
someone should come on to assist you.  You may have to have your 
membership number which is on your Thrivent card; or 
 

2) Online: at www.thrivent.com and follow prompts. 
 
REMEMBER THESE ARE YOUR DOLLARS, earned by the Thrivent products you own, so be pro-active and 
choose the charity or organization YOU wish to have the benefit of those dollars.  REMEMBER when making 
your choice, St. John’s can be the recipient. Contact Sharon Schurman at 402-615-3658 with questions. 

MARCH 31 IS THE DEADLINE! 
 

 

 
Holy Week and Easter services:  

April 2, 9:30am — Palm Sunday 
April 6, 6:30pm — Maundy Thursday 

April 7, 6:30pm — Good Friday 
April 8, 6:30pm — Vigil of Easter, followed by reception 

April 9, 9:30am — Easter Sunday 

http://www.thrivent.com/


  

 

 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 4:6-7 

Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving. At the same time, pray for us as well… 
Colossians 4:2-3a 

Let all who are faithful offer prayer to you; at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters shall not reach 
them. 

Psalm 32:6 
Most months when I sit down to write a newsletter article, I take a look back at what I wrote for that 

month in previous years for inspiration – or just to see what I was thinking about a year earlier! Fittingly, my 
article from last March, at the start of Lent, was all about prayer. 
 It has honestly been really cool to see how prayer has become such a central focus of this 
congregation. We have always been people who prayed, but it’s a gift we have really leaned into over the last 
year or so. We have recognized what a blessing our prayer chain ministry is to this congregation and to the 
community. And we have been integrating all kinds of innovative ways of praying into our worship and faith 
life, even using prayer as a means of reaching out to our neighbors. 

It became clear how central prayer has become to our self-understanding as a congregation back in 
October. We did a couple of fall series of Training Disciples that explored ideas of vocation and spiritual gifts. 
In one activity, I gave participants a sheet of around fifty spiritual gifts or qualities and asked them to do two 
things: firstly, to mark the top ten gifts they saw in our congregation as a whole, and secondly to mark the ten 
areas in which they would most like to see our congregation grow. When we collected all our responses, 
prayer emerged unquestionably as the number one spiritual gift of this congregation: 

 

Prayerful          

Hospitality          

Serving          

Older Adults          

Caring          

 
 We had a wonderful conversation about these results and the way it reflects our ministry. And I think 
everyone who was present agreed that this list probably would have looked rather different if we had done it 
even a year earlier – that prayer most likely would not have topped our list like this.  
 It was really impactful. I found it powerful to see how our intentionality in practicing prayer actually 
shifted our understanding of ourselves as a congregation. It made a difference in our life together! And it 
makes me wonder how else this focus on prayer has changed us; I wonder what quiet transformations that 
opening this door has allowed God to work in our congregational heart. 

And I wonder what new transformations God may begin calling us into next, especially as I consider the 
list of gifts the Training Disciples group named as areas in which they’d like to see our congregation grow. 
Interestingly, prayer also topped that list! And second place was a seven-way tie between: Community, 
Discipleship, Engaging Neighbors, Evangelism, Generosity, Growth, and Music. 

Lent is the perfect time to prayerfully turn to God and open ourselves – both individually and 
communally – to be moved and transformed as we journey with Jesus toward the cross. How do you perceive 
God calling you or our congregation to grow during this time? What gifts do you see already growing in us? 
And what would you like for us to be able to say about ourselves in another year? 

May God bless each of you on your Lenten journeys. 
Prayerfully,          

Pr. Day 



  

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Congregation Council Meeting January 11th, 2023 
 
Meeting called to order by Tracey Kracl at 5:30 p.m.  
All members in attendance: Chrissi, Rick, Pastor Day, Tracey, Randy, Jalaine, Karen 
 
Devotion / Prayer: by Jalaine 
 
Approval of Minutes: Motion by Jalaine, seconded by Pastor to accept minutes from the December meeting. 
Motion carried. 
 
Open Forum / Correspondence: Thank-you card from Pat, Crystal, Betty for gift cards. Chrissi also thanked us 
due to “someone” throwing her thank you away! 
 
Pastor’s Report: Written report by Pastor Day.  

 Worked with and adapted pop-up pageant for Christmas Eve service 

 Noted no Sunday/Christmas Day worship service 

 Made bilingual signs, prayer request box and slips and put in Free Little library 

 Changing day-off from Fridays to Mondays starting in January 
President’s Report: Written report by Kracl.  

 Attended many committee meetings 

 Involved in many areas of Holiday Fair 

 Helped with two funerals as we begin to restructure funeral lunches 
 
=Team Reports= 
Christian Ed.:  

 No meeting 
Evangelism / Social Ministry:  

 Birthday and Christmas cards sent 

 Candy canes attached to message cards for attendees at Christmas Eve service 

 Volunteers needed for food pantry and coat closet 

 Imanuel Vision Grant of $8,000 was deposited into St. John’s Caring Ministry to buy items needed 
 
Finance & Stewardship:  

 “Warm Bright Lights” extra giving netted $811 

 Holiday Fair results not finalized but close to $9,000 

 Meeting to review holiday fair results and plans for the future is January 8th 

 3 CD’s maturing in January-discuss next move with them 

 Discussed 2023 budget of $108,000 and how our church will have to meet it 
 
Property: 

 Got more names/quotes for carpet cleaning 

 Will work on checking church for safety needs 

 Rick is removing snow and ice, THANK YOU RICK FOR DOING THIS! 
 
Worship & Music:  

 Meeting February 1st 

 Need more members of the congregation to help on Sundays 



  

 

 

 Safe Church:  

 No report 
Motion made by Jalaine & seconded by Pastor Day to accept all team reports. Motion carried. 
 
Old Business:  

 Annual meeting is January 29th 

 A motion by Jalaine and seconded by Rick was made to accept 2023 budget. Motion carried 

 Install new council members on January 29th 

 Council will meet after church on January 29th to elect officers and team assignments 
 

New Business: 

 Accept LuEtta Legler as a new member. Motion made by Rick and seconded by Karen. Motion carried. 

 Shrove Tuesday pancake supper is a GO!  

 A motion was made by Jalaine and seconded by Randy to use the proceeds from the pancake supper 
for LWR kits and Evangelism and Social Ministry activities. 

 Talked about ways to educate the congregation on scammers. 
 
Executive Session: none 
Adjournment: Motion by Jalaine, seconded by Randy. 
Next meeting February 8th @ 5:30 
Devotions by Jalaine. 
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, Secretary, Karen Henry 

 
 

Reminder:  

 
 Church is open on Sunday mornings!!! Everyone is encouraged to join us in person or via Facebook 

Live every Sunday at 9:30am.   
 Even if you’re not on Facebook, you can visit the Virtual Church page on our website 

(stjohnslutheranschuyler.org) to find the public link to watch the live video. On our Virtual 
Church page, you will also find links to the Digital Bulletin where you can follow along with worship, as 
well as announcements and the prayer list, links to previous videos, and other resources. 

 We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-352-3550 if 
you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-615-1485 for prayer 
requests for the Prayer Chain. 

 Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers  or removed when prayers 
have been answered. 

 If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle their 
name and address. 

 If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so we can 
celebrate you. 

 St. John’s Reservation Book- Reserving space: The calendar on the bulletin board in the fellowship 
hall has now officially been designated as the reservations calendar. NOTE: Please let Crystal or 
Pastor know if you add anything to the calendar so it can also go on the Google calendar. Thanks! 

 

Other messages for St. John’s bulletins, newsletters, etc.  Please use the email:  

office.stjohns821@gmail.com   OR call the Secretary’s office to leave messages.  
 
Bulletin info due by Thursday at 9am.  Newsletter info due by 22nd of the month.  

http://stjohnslutheranschuyler.org/
mailto:stjohns821@gmail.com


  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  3 Barbara Thompson 
  9 Jake Wagner 
  18 Dean Vavricek 
  23 Tracey Kracl 

30 Evan Fickle 
 
 

 
 

Veggie-Cashew Stir-Fry 
TOTAL TIME: Prep: 20 min. Cook: 15 min. YIELD: 4 servings. 

Ingredients 
o 1/4 cup reduced-sodium soy sauce 

o 1/4 cup water 

o 2 tablespoons brown sugar 

o 2 tablespoons lemon juice 

o 2 tablespoons olive oil 

o 1 garlic clove, minced 

o 2 cups sliced fresh mushrooms 

o 1 cup coarsely chopped fresh baby carrots 

o 1 small zucchini, cut into 1/4-inch slices 

o 1 small sweet red pepper, coarsely chopped 

o 1 small green pepper, coarsely chopped 

o 4 green onions, sliced 

o 2 cups cooked brown rice 

o 1 can (8 ounces) sliced water chestnuts, drained 

o 1/2 cup honey-roasted cashews 

Directions 
1. In a small bowl, mix soy sauce, water, brown sugar and lemon juice until smooth; set aside. 

2. In a large skillet, heat oil over medium-high heat. Stir-fry garlic for 1 minute. Add vegetables; 

cook until vegetables are crisp-tender, 6-8 minutes. 

3. Stir soy sauce mixture and add to pan. Bring to a boil. Add rice and water chestnuts; heat 

through. Top with cashews. 
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  28 
Carpets getting 

cleaned 

1 
Training 
Disciples 
6:00p.m. 

 

2 
 

3 

 
4 

 
 
 

 

      

5 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

6 7 

 

8 

Church Council 
5:00p.m.  

 
 

9 10  11 
 

Worship & 
Music meet 
after worship 

 
 

See You There 

  Training 
Disciples 
6:00p.m. 

 

 
Mobile Food 
Bank 
4:00p.m. 
Setup @3:00pm 
Oak Ballroom 

  

12 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

13 14 
Schuyler 

Ministerial 
Assoc. meeting 

15 
WELCA meet 

& Bible Study 
1:30p.m. 

16 
 

17 18 
 

Christian Ed 
meet 
after worship 

 
 

See You There 

 10:30a.m. Training 
Disciples 
6:00p.m. 

 

   

19  

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 
 
 

20 
 

21 
Shrove Pancake 

Supper  

22 
 

23 24 
 

25 

 
 
 
See You There 

  Training 
Disciples 
6:00p.m. 
 

 
 

See You There  

   
 
 

26 
Worship at 
9:30a.m. 
 

27 
 

28 
WELCA Quilt 

1:30p.m 

29 30 31  

Evangelism & 
Social Ministry 
after worship 

See You There 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Training 
Disciples 
6:00p.m. 

 

   

 


