ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER
October 2022
Important news:

Your Holidar Fair letter is on the back of this
page. Please return bottom portion to church
ASAP!
On October 16th, we will have a second offering to
help cover food costs for the Holiday Fair. This will
help cover the cost of beef from Cargill used in the chili
soup and put on the auction and drawing.
Thank you for your generous support of our largest
fundraising event of the year.
*More info on Holiday Fair in this Newsletter!

Budget
Monthly budget
obligation
$8,416.67
Offerings & Appeals
$7,850.35
Short the budget
-$566.32
Borrowed
$2,000

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ
Pastor: Day Hefner
Ministers: the People
Church Secretary: Crystal Callahan
Office Hours:
Wednesday & Thursday
9:00a.m.- 3:00p.m.

Dear Members and Friends of St. John's Lutheran Church:
Our Holiday Fair on Sunday, December 4 is approaching quickly and we need your help. We are
planning to serve chili and chicken noodle soup meals in our fellowship hall with a silent auction and
drawing. The meal will be served to those attending or as carry out. We will need lots of help in
many areas of the fair. If at any time you have questions about the fair, please contact Crystal
Callahan, Jalaine Vavricek, or Gail Fickle. This is how you may help make the fair a huge success:
Give your time and talent: Many workers will be needed before, during and after the fair. Sign
– up sheets are out in the Fellowship Hall and teams are being created for every section of the
holiday fair: Advertising, Auction, Bake Sale, Clean-up, Dining Hall, Drawing, Kitchen, Carnival/Photo
Booth, and To-Go team. Keep December 3rd & 4th open so you can help prepare or work at the fair.
If you cannot work, we are asking for a monetary donation of a significant amount.
Make food donations or cash donations to purchase ingredients: Sign-up sheets for
donating soup supplies, desserts, and bake sale items are in the Fellowship Hall. You may donate
cash so these items can be purchased.
Donate items or cash for the drawing and/or silent auction: New or antique, not used items,
are being accepted to be placed in the drawing or on the silent auction. Drawing items are
needed by Oct. 23rd so drawing tickets can be printed. Auction items are needed by Nov. 13th so
pictures can be taken and put online. You may also donate cash so larger items can be purchased
for the drawing or silent auction.
Sell drawing tickets: When you receive your tickets at the end of October, please sell or buy
your tickets. If you would like more tickets to sell, they will be available at church.

 Please sell as many tickets as you can to make our fair a success!
Please complete and return the bottom portion of this letter with any financial contributions or new
silent auction or new drawing items. Please bring or mail all items and checks (payable to St.
John’s/Memo: Holiday Fair) to church or contact one of the organizers below to be picked up. Any
and all support is truly appreciated as this fundraiser is a major contribution to the financial
needs of St. John’s. May God bless you and we thank you for your support.
Crystal Callahan at church: (402)352-3550
Email: office.stjohns821@gmail.com or her cell: (402)352-6212
Jalaine Vavricek: Home: (402)352-5883 Cell: (402)615-1485 - Gail Fickle: (402)615-0969

______________________________________________________________________
Please detach, complete and return to church before October 23rd, 2022
NAME & ADDRESS _____________________________________________________
PHONE _______________________________________________________________
AUCTION ITEM(S) ______________________________________________________
DRAWING ITEM(S) _____________________________________________________

"To Witness and Serve in the Name of Jesus Christ"

All Services at 9:30 a.m. unless otherwise indicated.
Sunday October 2nd Seventeenth Day after Pentecost
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4, Psalm 37:1-9, 2 Timothy 1:1-14, Luke 17:5-10
Sunday October 9th Eighteenth Day after Pentecost
2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c, Psalm 111, 2 Timothy 2:8-15, Luke 17:11-19
Sunday October 16th Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 32:22-31, Psalm 121, 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5, Luke 18:1-8
Sunday October 23rd Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22, Sirach 35:12-17 (alternate), Psalm 84:1-7, 2 Timothy 4:6-8,
16-18, Luke 18:9-14
Sunday October 30th -Let Go & Let GodTwenty-first/Reformation Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 1:10-18, Psalm 32:1-7, 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12, Luke 19:1-10

St. John's Women of the ELCA
"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.”
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA
embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith
in Jesus Christ.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Wed. Oct. 19- 1:30 General Meeting and Bible Study
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.”
Quilting Tues. Oct. 25, 2022

Sunday Oct. 30 We will be displaying and packing the quilts.
All hands welcome to pack quilts after Church so they are ready to ship.
Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion around the
world.

God’s Work – Our Hands Project
Sunday, October 2nd 2022, after worship.
The date is set to assemble Drawstring Backpacks. If you wish to be a volunteer
please let Karen know. There will be a small coffee fellowship for those who wish
to stay for that. Volunteers will begin working shortly after worship ends.
After Backpack project is completed there will be a Thank-you pizza lunch for all.
Karen: home:402-352-3612 cell:402-615-2734 or text.

Blessing of the Animals: On October 4 at 6:30pm, bring
your pets and animal friends for a special blessing! Service
will be held on east side of church, in front of the main
entrance.

Pastor Day will be taking some vacation time October
6-11. There will still be worship on Sunday, October 9. In
case of emergency, Pr. Day will be reachable by cell phone.
For anything else, please talk with a council member or send
Pr. Day an email.

October is Clergy Appreciation Month!
We would ask that you take a few minutes to thank Pastor Day for her
dedication to our church family and the community. We will be serving a
Thank You coffee fellowship on Oct. 30th. A shower of cards or some
other gift of appreciation would also mean so much to her. Thank you for
your kindness.

Thank you, Pastor Day!

Training Disciples continues this month! We will wrap up our
first fall series on October 5th at 6pm, and on October 26th
and November 2, we will meet at 6pm to continue to explore
Gifts of the Spirit in our second fall series. All are welcome —
come be fed body and soul!

Service of Letting Go and Letting God: Sunday, October 30, is the
fifth Sunday in October, so we will have another special service of
Letting Go and Letting God, as well as celebrating Reformation Sunday.
If you feel your heart weighed down with many burdens, please take
this opportunity to come lay those burdens down at the feet of Jesus.

All Saints Sunday will be on Sunday, November 6. As in past years, we will be
commemorating our saints who have gone on before us, especially those who have died
in the past year.
 If you would like to honor a loved one(s), you
are invited and encouraged to bring photos or mementos to
place on a table that will be set up at the front of the
sanctuary, as in previous years. (You can also add them to
our Cloud of Witnesses book, if you haven’t already!)
 If you have a loved one who died within the past
year (since All Saints 2021), please be sure to get their name(s) to
Pastor Day. The names of loved ones who have died within the past
year will be read aloud during the prayers.

Honoring Service Members
Ahead of Veterans Day in November, the Evangelism and
Social Ministry and Worship and Music ministry teams
would like to bless and pray for those who have been called
to vocation in the military. BY OCTOBER 23, please let us
know names and addresses of veterans and current
active duty folks, so that the evangelism team can
send them cards. And by November 9, please bring or email a
photo of the service member(s) you would like to honor for a
special blessing on November 13.

Center for Survivors Fundraiser: Join the Center for a musical
evening with dueling pianos and more on Friday, October 28, at the
Eagles Ballroom in Columbus. Happy hour starts at 5:30pm, the
event starts at 7:30pm. Tickets are $40.

More on the

Holiday Fair! Preparations have begun!

In an effort to save postage; your donation letters is on the back of the front page of this
newsletter. Please return the bottom portion to the church by Oct. 23rd!
Sign–up sheets are out in the Felowship Hall. There are many postions still
available!
NEW to the fair this year we will have a carnival room
with games and a photo booth.
It will be fun for the whole family!

We need carnival game prizes. These can be fun toys or
candy that are around $.50-$10.
Questions? Want to help?: Crystal at church 402-352-3550, cell 402-352-6212,
Jalaine Vavricek 402-352-5883 or Gail Fickle (402) 615-0969
Please consider helping and volunteering!!!

With your help we are going to make the 2022 Holiday Fair a huge success!!

Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot would say, “Because I am not a
hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear
would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less
a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole
body were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged
the members in the body, each one of them, as God chose.
1 Corinthians 12:14-18
Leave it to the Apostle Paul to drive home his very serious point about spiritual gifts by
making his readers imagine this very silly image of a giant eyeball hopping around,
straining its imaginary ears to hear what’s going on! Paul appeals to his readers with the relatable
image of the human body. A body needs its various organs and parts in order to function – without
its multitude of parts, a body simply isn’t a body! Likewise, the body of Christ needs more than just
one kind of gift – or even just a few kinds of gifts – in order to function, in order to be the body of
Christ!
We all have a part to play, gifts to offer. And without you (yes, you, reading this), the body is incomplete. The
church – and Christ’s mission in the world – needs your gifts too.
We have been focusing on the themes of call and vocation and spiritual gifts through our worship life and our
Christian education programming for several months now. In the coming months, the Finance and
Stewardship team is going to take us even deeper with a focus on the theme: One Body, Many Gifts. Starting
in October, we will be asking you to consider your own spiritual gifts in the context of our shared ministry:
 What areas of our ministry could benefit from you sharing your gifts? How can you use your gifts to
enrich and build up our ministry?
 Where in our ministry – and in your own faith life – would you like to grow? What new ways of
sharing your gifts might you be interested in trying?
Whether you be eyeball or ear, pinkie toe or pancreas, God’s Spirit has blessed you with gifts. We are all
different members of the body of Christ. And this body is only whole when we all gather together to offer and
celebrate the unique constellation of gifts given to us – to each one of us – just as God chose.
Faithfully, Pr. Day

Samaritan’s Purse – Operation
Christmas Child (shoebox gifts)
If you are interested in filling a shoe box for
a child to receive for Christmas, there are a
few boxes in the church library. They need to
be filled and turned into the Presbyterian
Church by the end of November.

St. John’s Lutheran Congregation Council Meeting August 15, 2022
Meeting called to order by Pres. Tracey Kracl at 5:39p.m.
All members in attendance: Pastor Day, Tracey Kracl, Karen Henry, Rick Fendrick, Randy Plummer, Chrissy Bywater,
Jalaine Vavricek.
Devotion / Prayer: by Randy Plummer.
Approval of Minutes: Motion by Rick Fendrick, seconded by Randy Plummer.
Correction needed – names of members removed from membership added to July minutes.
Open Forum / Correspondence:
 Thank you from Muhle Family for Remembrance of Connie.
 Pastor shared grant options
Pastor’s Report: Written report by Pastor Day.
 First service of letting go and letting God was well received.
 Training disciples – begins with kick off Wed. Aug. 24, 6:30pm
President’s Report: Written report by Kracl.
=Team Reports=
Motion by Jalaine Vavricek, Seconded by Pastor Day to present all team reports.
Christian Ed.: no report
Evangelism / Social Ministry: Report by Jalaine Vavricek
 Salad Luncheon with Casseroles- Date: Aug. 4th Time: 11:00a – 1:30pm.
Netted - $841 in meals and $35.70 from the white(pink)elephant sale.
 Committee will meet Aug. 21 – after church
Finance & Stewardship:
 Borrowed money to pay bills
 Portico will have some low percent increases next year.
 Our funds continue to slip more to the negative.
Property:
 Little Library is built
 Cleaning parsonage gutters will get done
Worship & Music: no report
Safe Church:
 Ministry team of Jalaine Vavricek, Rick Fendrick, and Tracey Kracl will meet to decide on suggestions for
additional safe measures to suggest to council.
Motion carried to accept all reports presented.
Old Business: None
New Business:
 Motion by Pastor Day, seconded by Chrissi Bywater to use $100 to support United Way campaign- amended by
Pastor to be designated to go to Center for Survivors.
Executive Session: None
Adjournment: Motion by Jalaine Vavricek, seconded by Pastor Day. Motion carried
Next meeting Wed. September 14, 2022 @ 5:30 pm
Devotions by Tracey Kracl
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Secretary; Karen Henry

Reminder:
 Church is open on Sunday mornings!!! Everyone is encouraged to join us in person or via Facebook
Live every Sunday at 9:30am.
 Even if you’re not on Facebook, you can visit the Virtual Church page on our website
(stjohnslutheranschuyler.org) to find the public link to watch the live video. On our Virtual
Church page, you will also find links to the Digital Bulletin where you can follow along with worship, as
well as announcements and the prayer list, links to previous videos, and other resources.


We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-352-3550 if
you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-615-1485 for prayer
requests for the Prayer Chain.



Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers or removed when prayers
have been answered.



If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle their
name and address.



If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so we can
celebrate you.



St. John’s Reservation Book- Reserving space: The calendar on the bulletin board in the fellowship
hall has now officially been designated as the reservations calendar. NOTE: Please let Crystal or
Pastor know if you add anything to the calendar so it can also go on the Google calendar. Thanks!

Other messages for St. John’s bulletins, newsletters, etc. Please use the email:
office.stjohns821@gmail.com OR call the Secretary’s office to leave messages.
Bulletin info due by Thursday at 9am. Newsletter info due by 22nd of the month.

Birthdays
6
Jerry Vrba
17 Kelly Zastera
18 Chellee Nelson
27 Lemay Anderson
31 Janet Meyer

Anniversaries
3
Mark & Deb Hartman
15 Jon & Pat Knutson
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Saturday
1

2

3

4

5
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7

8

12

13

14

15

Church Council
5:30p.m.

Mobile Food
Bank
4:00p.m.

20

21

22

27

28

29

Trunk or Treat
5:30-7pm

Center of
Survivors
Dueling Pianos
6:30pm in
Columbus

Worship at
9:30a.m.

Schuyler
Ministerial
Assoc. 10:30am

Christian Ed.
5pm

God’s Work,
Our Hands

Blessing of the
Animals
6pm

Training
Disciples
6:00p.m.

9

10

11

Worship at
9:30a.m.

Setup @3:00pm
Oak Ballroom

See You There

16

17

18

19

Worship at
9:30a.m.
Special Offering
for Holiday Fair

WELCA meet
& Bible Study
1:30p.m.

See You There

23

24

WELCA Quilt
1:30p.m

Worship at
9:30a.m.
Evangelism and
Social Ministry
After worship
See You There

30

Worship at
9:30a.m.
Packing Quilts

See You There

25

31

26
Training
Disciples
6:00p.m.

