ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER
May 2022

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ
Pastor: Day Hefner
Ministers: the People
Church Secretary: Crystal Callahan
Office Hours:
Wednesday & Thursday
9:00a.m.- 3:00p.m.

Important news:
Budget
Monthly budget
obligation
$8,416.67
Offerings & Appeals for
March

Take a Prayer, Leave a Prayer is just what it sounds like! You’ll soon
notice small prayer request slips in the pews, printed on colored paper,
inviting anyone to share: “How can we pray for you today?” If you’d like to
request prayer, fill one out (name optional), fold it, and leave it either in the
offering plate or in the “Take a Prayer, Leave a Prayer” box that will be
sitting somewhere near the entrance of the sanctuary. And as you go out
from worship, you are also encouraged to
take a prayer request slip from the box and
to pray for that person that week.

$16,445.87
Long the budget

Prayers of the People: As beautiful as

some of the pre-composed prayers are that
we read in worship, the idea of the prayers
of intercession is that they be prayers of
the people, lifted up by the people of the
congregation as they worship. Starting this month, instead of reading the prewritten prayers of intercession, everyone will be invited to share whatever joys
or concerns they would like to lift up in prayer. At the end of the sharing, I will then gather up what is shared in
prayer. This will still be a time to pray for “the church, the world, and all those in need,” but spoken with the
voice of the people here, now, in this place. Let us pray! -Pr. Day
+$8,029.20

Reminder:
 Church is now open on Sunday mornings!!! Everyone is encouraged to join us in person or via
Facebook Live every Sunday at 9:30am.
 Even if you’re not on Facebook, you can visit the Virtual Church page on our website
(stjohnslutheranschuyler.org) to find the public link to watch the live video. On our Virtual Church page,
you will also find links to the Digital Bulletin where you can follow along with worship, as well as
announcements and the prayer list, links to previous videos, and other resources.


We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-352-3550 if
you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-615-1485 for prayer
requests for the Prayer Chain.



Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers or removed when prayers
have been answered.



If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle their
name and address.



If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so we can
celebrate you.



St. John’s Reservation Book- Reserving space: The calendar on the bulletin board in the fellowship
hall has now officially been designated as the reservations calendar. NOTE: Please let Crystal or
Pastor know if you add anything to the calendar so it can also go on the Google calendar. Thanks!

Other messages for St. John’s bulletins, newsletters, etc. Please use the email:
office.stjohns821@gmail.com OR call the Secretary’s office to leave messages.
Bulletin info due by Thursday at 9am. Newsletter info due by 22nd of the month.

The Rental of Church facilities procedures (located on the last
page of your Directory and Yearbook) has been updated! Your
new copy will be coming either by email or a paper in your
mailbox. Please watch for it and put it with your
Directory/Yearbook. If you have any questions about the
changes, please contact Tracey Kracl.

All Services at 9:30 a.m. unless otherwise indicated.
Sunday May 1st Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:1-20, Psalm 30, Revelation 5:11-14, John 21:1-19
Sunday May 8th Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:36-43, Psalm 23, Revelation 7:9-17, John 10:22-30
Sunday May 15th Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 11:1-18, Psalm 148, Revelation 21:1-6, John 13:31-35
Sunday May 22nd Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 16:9-15, Psalm 67, Revelation 21:10, 22--22:5, John 14:23-29, John 5:1-9(alternate)
Sunday May 29th Seventh Sunday of Easter
Acts 16:16-34, Psalm 97, Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21, John 17:20-26

St. John's Women of the ELCA

"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.”
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA
embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith
in Jesus Christ.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
May 17- 1:30 General Meeting and Bible Study
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.”
Quilting May 24 & 31, 2022
Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion around the
world.

Thanks to all!
Training Disciples:
Let Us Pray
Please join us for
our last session in
spring on May 4th at
6pm for a meal and
fellowship.
All are welcome —
come as you are!

Thank you to everyone that donated toward
the purchase of the new laptop to be used for
the slide show during worship services. We
have met our goal!
Thank you to all that donated toward the purchase
of the Easter Lilies.
A special thank you to everyone that helped
decorated the church for the Easter celebration. Your
generosity of time, talents, and treasurers is greatly
appreciated.

 There is still an Opportunity to Share!
The Property Team would like to redo the landscape in front of the church
where the dying tree was removed. If you have plants to share or wish to
donate money for the purchase of plants or a new tree, please use one of the
“landscape fund” envelopes in the narthex for your
contribution.
Kitchen and cleaning supplies for the church are still being
collected. Refer to the April newsletter as to what is needed
or pick up a shopping list by the large “April Showers” box in
the fellowship hall. Thank you to those that have donated in
April.

Congrats to our graduating Seniors!
Gavin Nelson is attending Northeast Community College where he is
majoring in Ag Education then transferring to
UNL.
Vance Sayer is attending Wayne State in the fall where he is in the RHOP
Pharmacy (PharmD) and Honors Program.

Congratulations to Gavin Bywater who earned his Eagle Scout Rank!

St. John’s Yard Sale
Friday, July 29th & Saturday, July 30th
DONATE ITEMS
When: Donations can be brought to the church anytime between now and the sale. The
church is open Wednesday and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
*Please wait to bring large items, such as furniture, until the
week of the sale.
What: Men’s, women’s, children’s clothing; housewares-pots,
pans, dishes, utensils, small appliances, etc.; home décorholiday decorations, rugs, curtains, etc.; bed and bath- towels,
blankets, sheets, etc.; furniture – outdoor and indoor.
*Please be sure items are in good, working condition.
NOTE: We will NOT accept ELECTRONICS. NO TVs, computers,
printers, etc.
**Pricing is NOT necessary
Where: Bring items to church and put in the last Sunday School room on the East side.
***If you do not have a church key, or need help unloading items, or have questions, call:
Lori Benesch – 402-615-0414
Happy Anniversary Nebraska Synod
Pastor Day and Rick and Gail Fickle, our delegates to Synod Assembly in June, will be taking with them St.
John’s thank offering for the 150th Anniversary of the Nebraska Synod. As others before us nurtured the call to
do God’s work, we want to continue to ensure that the Nebraska Synod continues those needed ministries
across our state and around the world. If you wish to make a special thank offering, please use one of the
envelopes in the pew and mark the envelope for the “150th Anniversary”. We continue to do mission on God’s
behalf. Thank you for your support of others in need.

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. All who believed were together and had
all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent
much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their
food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill
of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those
who were being saved. Acts 2:42, 44-47
Alleluia! Christ is (still) risen! Lent’s long season of repentance is followed by a
joyous and even longer Easter season (6 weeks vs 7 weeks). During the season of
Easter, you’ll notice in worship that instead of reading from the Hebrew scriptures
(Old Testament) for our first reading, the lectionary instead takes us through some
readings from the book of Acts. Acts was written as a sequel to the gospel of Luke. It picks up right at the
ascension of Jesus and chronicles many of the stories of the first century church as the movement grew and
spread. Of course, our main source for information on the early church in scripture is the letters of Paul, which
are the oldest part of the New Testament, along with the other epistles; but Acts adds another unique
perspective. As in Paul’s letters, we witness the early church as it jubilantly shares the good news of Christ’s
death and resurrection. As the church opens to non-Jewish believers, we also witness how the church wrestles
with important questions of identity and of how to navigate the faith they’ve inherited in a rapidly changing
world. Twenty centuries later, these writings can still give us wisdom and insight for our own struggles with
faith and identity in a rapidly changing world!
Just as in Acts and the epistles we get to see and appreciate the various expressions of the church as it
emerged in different places, in the coming month or so, I will be getting the chance to spend time with church
people and colleagues from various places! I will be gathering with clergy
friends once again for the Festival of Homiletics (annual preaching
conference) May 16-20, and then the first weekend in June I’ll be out in
Kearney for Synod Assembly.
I invite you to spend some time this month with the stories of our
ancestors in the faith and soak in some of the wisdom of Acts! I’d love to
hear what ideas bubble up for you for our ministry here and now in the
21st century!
Faithfully, Pr. Day

St. John’s Lutheran Congregation Council Meeting
March 9, 2022
Meeting called to order by President Tracey Kracl at 5:00p.m. Members present were: Pastor Day, Tracey Kracl,
Chrissi Bywater, Karen Henry, Rick Fendrick, Randy Plummer, Jalaine Vavricek.
Devotion / Prayer: by Karen Henry.
Approval of Minutes: Motion by Jalaine Vavricek, seconded by Rick Fendrick. After two amendments motion
carried by all.
Open Forum / Correspondence: one from Chamber of Commerce about Padre and Ne Synod for mission
support.
Pastor’s Report: Written report by Pastor Day. Highlighted- New officers of Schuyler Ministerial Association.
Distribute Flyers for Food pantry fundraiser/ need $6,000 by Easter.
President’s Report: Written report by Kracl.
Christian Ed.: by Tracey Kracl. Noted Training Disciples Wed’s March 23 & April 6 still open for group to serve.
Begin at 6p.m. with meal followed by Pastor’s devotion.
Noted Expense for “Christ in Our Home” being paid by Christian Ed Committee
Diane & Rick Fendrick Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper report: List of all workers,
 Ticket fees were Adults-$8 Children6-12-$5 under 6-free
 Proceeds totaled $1,368.64 divided ($150 to WELCA for Lutheran World Relief Kit supplies and
remainder to Church budget.
Evangelism / Social Ministry: by Vavricek.
Finance & Stewardship: by Vavricek.
 Reviewed Treasures Report, Budget fell short end of February amount of $4,903.91
 Wooden chairs sold for $100.00, 2 more to sell.
 This committee has meeting set for March 14, 2022 at 6:30p.m.
 Need group to decide on sale of unneeded items of the church.
Property: by Rick Fendrick and Randy Plummer
 still need price and kind of tree to replant
 committee needs to “MEET”!
 snow removal job given to John Eggelston
 Extra keys. 6 available for East side – South door.
 Fertilizer for parsonage by Galls at cost of 4 times $250.00
 John Eggelston to check fire extinguishers.
Worship & Music: by Pastor Day
 Committee meeting: March 21, 2022
 Jalaine compiling info on new keyboard and sale of: old keyboard & reg. piano for record files
 Pastor & Chrissi get Holy Week planned
 A check of large amount for the church was received. We will decide later what to do with this check.
Safe Church: by Kracl
 Agreement for rental costs to use church property needs redone.
 Fire extinguishers will be checked by Eggelston
Motion made by Randy Plummer, seconded by Jalaine Vavricek to accept all reports written and oral. Motion
carried.

Old Business:
 Summer Council Retreat tentative date: July 24-30
 Oktoberfest planning was canceled.
 Council serving March 30 Training Disciples.
Soup- Fendrick, Vavricek, Bywater
Dessert- Plummer
 Nominating Committee secured by council
New Business:
 Motion by Vavricek, seconded by Pastor to accept these for membership:
Crystal and Ryan Callahan
JoEllen and Brooke Day
Kerrie Hardesty. Motion carried.
 Mutual Ministry date of Sunday March 27 after worship coffee group/; Pastor, Vavricek, Fendrick and
Henry.
 Pastor will study office software for new laptop from list provided
Executive Session: None
Adjournment: Motion by Pastor, seconded by Vavricek.
Next meeting April 13, 2022 @ 5:30 pm
Devotions by Rick Fendrick.
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Secretary; Karen Henry

Birthdays
17
18
19
29
31

Pastor Day Hefner
ViviAnne Sayer
Harold Drueppel
Logan Nelson
Viola Bender
Diane Fendrick
Anniversaries
14
17
24

Adrian & Janelle Rocha
Rick & Diane Fendrick
Larry & Linda Konz

Sunday
1

Monday
2

Tuesday
3

Wednesday
4

Thursday
5

Friday
6

Saturday
7

12 Finance &
Stewardship
Mtng. 5pm

13

14

Worship at
9:30a.m.
Training
Disciples
6p.m.

See You There

8

9

10

Ed. Meeting
4:30pm

Worship at
9:30a.m.
Ministerial
Assoc. mtng
10:30a.m.

See You There

15

11 Christian

16

Worship at
9:30a.m.

17

Church Council
5:30p.m.

Mobile Food
Bank
4:00p.m.

18

Setup @2:45pm
19Oak Ballroom

20

21

25

26

27

28

WELCA meet &
Bible Study
1:30p.m.

See You There

22

Worship at
9:30a.m.

23

Worship &
Music
5:30p.m.

24

WELCA Quilt
1:30p.m.

See You There

29

30

31

Worship at
9:30a.m.
WELCA Quilt
1:30p.m.
See You There

* Evangelism & Social Ministry will not meet in
May.

