
  

 

 

The new council positions: 

 Tracey Kracl-President, 

Jalaine Vavricek-Vice President,  

Karen Henry-Secretary  

and Rick Fendrick-Treasurer 

 

ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER 
March 2022   

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church   
 821 Denver Street   Schuyler, Nebraska 68661  

402-352-3550 
Email: office.stjohns821@gmail.com 

 Web page: stjohnslutheranschuyler.org  

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ 

Pastor:  Day Hefner                                              Ministers:  the People 

Church Secretary: Crystal Callahan 
 Office Hours:      

Wednesday & Thursday 
9:00a.m.- 3:00p.m. 

 

Important news:   

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
New Laptop Computer 

The old laptop computer which was purchased 

many years ago has been giving us trouble.   
This laptop is used to project the weekly 

bulletins on the TVs for services.  A new laptop 
has been found for $400.  Any donations for this 

purchase will ease this expense that was not in our budget.  

Your generosity will be appreciated!  Please mark an 
envelope found in the pews with your donation for the “new 

laptop”. 
 

The 2022 Directory and Yearbook has been completed and was either printed or 

emailed to you.  If you did not receive one let Crystal or Jalaine know.   
 

 

Needed each month to 

fulfill our obligations 

$8,416.67 

 

Offerings for January 

= $5,595.25 

 

Short the budget -

$2,821.42 

 

mailto:office.stjohns821@gmail.com


  

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

March 1, 2022 
Serving All You Can Eat! 

Pancakes, Faltin’s Sausages & Scrambled Eggs 

Adults $7.00 Kids6-12 $5  

Kids 5 & under Free 

Tickets available at door 
Plan on attending & bring a friend or neighbor.  See you for the best pancakes in town! 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary Nebraska Synod 

Our delegates to the Nebraska Synod Assembly, Pastor Day and Rick and Gail 

Fickle, will be celebrating with others the 150th anniversary of the NE Synod.  

We will be sending a thank-offering to continue a legacy of missions.  These missions 

include the support of persons in poverty and those that are new to our country, efforts 

to identify and support new pastors and resources to support ministries in all 

congregations.  Bishop Maas wrote, “Together, our gifts can express a work of 

recognition and thanks for all those generations who ensured that faith would be passed 

on to us, support ministries that will carry that faith into the future and inspire hope 

through the unity and generosity of a shared effort.”   Your generous gift, in thanksgiving 

and celebration for what God has done in 150 years of our Synod, will be collected during 

Lenten services or may be mailed to the church marked for the “150 Anniversary”.      

 



  

 

 

 

 
   

Training Disciples: Let Us Pray 
Please join us at 6pm Wednesday evenings during Lent (March 
9-April 6) for a meal and fellowship, followed by a service of 
prayer.  We’ll spend time meditating on parts of the Passion 

story, as well as exploring a few different ways to pray.  All are 
welcome — come as you are! 

 

Update and Your Opportunity to Share Your Treasurers 

Thank you to everyone that donated to the “landscape fund” last year.  190 dollars were 

given for this project.  Approximately 35 dollars were spent on fabric and mulch.  The 

dying crabapple tree was removed from the front of the church.  As spring is arriving we 

will continue to replace plants and maintain our properties.  If you have perennials that 

you would share for this project, please contact Tracey Kracl or Jalaine Vavricek.  

Donations of cash to purchase a new tree, other plants and materials are needed.  You 

will find envelopes in the Narthex for this special project.  Thank you for sharing!!   

 
 

 
 
 

All Services at 9:30a.m. unless otherwise indicated.   
 

Wednesday March 2nd   Ash Wednesday 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17, Isaiah 58:1-12 (alternate), Psalm 51:1-17, 2 Corinthians 5:20b—

6:10, Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

Sunday March 6th  First Sunday in Lent 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11, Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16, Romans 10:8b-13, Luke 4:1-13 

 

Sunday March 13th  Second Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18, Psalm 27, Philippians 3:17—4:1, Luke 13:31-35 

 
Sunday March 20th   Third Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 55:1-9, Psalm 63:1-8, 1 Corinthians 10:1-13, Luke 13:1-9 

 
Sunday March 27th   Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Joshua 5:9-12, Psalm 32, 2 Corinthians 5:16-21, Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 



  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Irish Soda Bread 
Instructions 
Preheat oven to 350°F. Grease and lightly flour a loaf or cake pan. If 
using cast iron, put into cold oven and preheat as oven warms. 
Grease with butter before putting dough into it. 
In a bowl, combine raisins and liquor, set aside to soak, and 
stir occasionally. 
In another bowl, mix together flour, sugar, baking soda, baking 
powder, and salt. 
In a separate bowl, beat together eggs and buttermilk. Add to flour 
mixture and stir to blend. Add butter, raisins and whiskey, and 
caraway seeds (if using) and stir. 
Pour into prepared pan, smooth to level dough, and bury raisins as 
much as possible. 
Bake for 1 hour and 15 minutes to 1 hour and 30 minutes, or until a 

toothpick inserted into the 
center comes out clean. Or, out 
of pan, check to see if bottom is 
golden brown. Or tap bread: 
Hollow sound indicates bread is 
done. Let cool before wrapping. 

Ingredients 
1 cup golden raisins or your 
preference 
1 shot or 3 tablespoons plus 1 
teaspoon Irish whiskey or any dark 
liquor 
4 cups all-purpose flour 
1/4 cup sugar 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
1 teaspoon salt 
2 eggs 
2 cups buttermilk 
1 tablespoon melted butter 
1 to 2 tablespoons caraway seeds 
(optional) 



  

 

 

 

 
 

 
St. John's Women of the ELCA 

"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.” 
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA 

embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith 
in Jesus Christ. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
March 15-  1:30 General Meeting and Bible Study 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING 
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.” 

Quilting March 22 & 29, 2022 

Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion around the 
world. 

 
 

THRIVENT CHOICE   
Strengthening Communities   

 

ATTENTION THRIVENT MEMBERS: 
Those who own Thrivent products may have earned Choice Dollars throughout 2021.  You can 
designate where you wish those dollars to go—St. John’s is one of those choices as well as 
35,000 organizations that participate in Choice Dollars. The moneys your products earned in 
2021 can be directed until March 31, 2022. 
The Choice Dollars can be directed by— 
 

1) Phone call:  1-800-847-4836; when prompted say:  “Choice Dollars” and someone 
should come on to assist you.  You may have to have your membership number 
which is on your Thrivent card; or 

 

2) Online: at www.thrivent.com select “go to My Thrivent” and then select 
“Membership Overview” then under Thrivent Choice select “Direct Choice Dollars” 
and direct your dollars. 

 
REMEMBER THESE ARE YOUR DOLLARS, earned by the 
Thrivent products you own, so be pro-active and choose the 
charity or organization YOU wish to have the benefit of those 
dollars.  REMEMBER when making your choice, St. John’s can 
be the recipient. Contact Sharon Schurman at 402-615-3658 

 with questions. 

MARCH 31 IS THE DEADLINE! 

http://www.thrivent.com/


  

 

 

[Jesus] came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; 
and the disciples followed him. When he reached the place, he said to 

them, “Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.” Then he 
withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, 

“Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but 
yours be done.”  –Luke 22:39-42 

 

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus.  –Philippians 4:6-7 
 

 Prayer was absolutely crucial to the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ when he 
physically walked upon the earth.  Throughout the gospel witness, there are mentions of Jesus 
stealing away to a quiet place in order to pray, often taking his disciples with him.  Here in 
these verses from Luke 22, we find Jesus on the very eve of his betrayal, arrest, and brutal 
execution fervently praying for God’s will to be done.  And Jesus continually urged his followers 
to be constant in prayer – teaching that is eloquently summed up by Paul in his letter to the 
Philippians, in which he urges them: Don’t worry about anything, but take everything in prayer 
to God. 
 I know it’s the sort of thing you expect a pastor to say, but prayer is absolutely central to 
the path of discipleship.  And I’ll be the first to admit that I mostly know that this is true 
because of how much I find myself struggling to stay centered and grounded when my own 
prayer life is inconsistent – which it usually is.  But prayer is central to discipleship for many 
reasons: 
 Prayer is an expression of trust in God’s faithfulness and goodness – like Jesus’ prayer 
here, on the Mount of Olives.  Jesus – fully human, remember, not just divine – knows what 
*he* wants: he doesn’t want to drink this cup of suffering!  Yet look what he prays: Not my will, 
but yours be done.  He trusts that God’s will is ultimately for his good and for the good of 
creation, even in this difficult moment.  We “let our requests be made known to God,” as Paul 
writes, because we trust that God wants good things for us.  And even when it seems like our 
prayers go unanswered – when our loved ones lie dying or the world seems to be on the brink 
of war – we keep praying anyway: we pray in defiance of the brokenness of this world.  We 
pray with trusting faith that bears witness to the better world that God is bringing into being.   
 Prayer helps bring us into greater awareness that this is, indeed, what God is doing.  
Prayer gives us fresh eyes to see the ways that God is at work in the world all around us; it 
helps us attune our hearts to catch the signs of the kingdom breaking into this world little by 
little.  And prayer helps us attune our hearts to God’s heart.  By regularly connecting with God 
through prayer, we build up our relationship with God – especially when our prayers move 
beyond a one-sided string of requests to a true conversation: prayers in which we are 
sometimes silent and still, listening for God to speak to us, and trusting that God will.   
 And prayer is a path of transformation.  Often the most powerful way that God responds 
to our prayers is not by changing the world, but by changing us.  God meets us in prayer with 



  

 

 

unfathomable love and grace and mercy – which often has the side effect that we become 
more loving and gracious and merciful ourselves.  Prayer opens us up to a more expansive and 
inclusive vision of the world as God dreams it, often drawing us beyond our own wants and 
needs to a greater awareness of the needs of others – even opening our eyes to the ways that 
we ourselves may become the answer to someone else’s prayer. 
 In times of uncertainty, like the ones we’re living in, prayer is essential for helping us find 
our way forward into the future God is calling us into.  This was emphasized in a webinar 
council members recently attended with Bishop Brian about the “Post-Quarantine Church” – 
that prayer is important not only for connecting with God and discerning God’s will for our 
mission and ministry, but also as a way of reconnecting with each other and with our 
community.  Council will continue to keep prayer at the forefront of our ministry.  We’ll also be 
focusing on prayer in our Lenten Wednesday gatherings for Training Disciples – practicing 
different ways of praying together, and perhaps even discovering new ways to pray! 
 Let this be a season of renewed prayer for us all.  And as we pray, may the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, forever guard our hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Prayerfully,  
Pr. Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting 

January 12, 2022 
Meeting called to order at 5:30 pm by Council President Jalaine Vavricek. Members present 
were: Pastor Day, Tracey Kracl, Karen Henry, Rick Fendrick, Randy Plummer, Jon Knutson and 
guest Chrissi Bywater. 
Devotion / Prayer: by Vavricek. 
Approval of Minutes: Motion by Kracl, seconded by Pastor Day. Motion carried. 
Open Forum / Correspondence:  

 Thank you from Crystal, Pat and Betty for gift cards. 

 Letter from the Bishop to celebrate 150 yrs. of Nebraska Synod. 

 Letter from Synod about electing a new Bishop 
Pastor’s Report: Written report by Pastor Day. 
President’s Report: Written report by Vavricek. 
Christian Ed.: Written report by Kracl. 
Evangelism / Social Ministry: Written report by Vavricek. 
Finance & Stewardship: Written report by Konz. Oral report by Knutson. 
Property: Fendrick gave information about snow removal. 
Worship & Music: Has not met.  

 Service on Ash Wednesday will be at 7 pm. 
Safe Church: Kracl provided a list of things to be addressed. 
Motion by Plummer, seconded by Henry to accept all reports written and oral. Motion carried. 
Old Business:  

 Covid safety procedures will stay the same. 

 Holiday Fair report.  Installation of council members will be on January 30. 
New Business: 

 Approval of 2022 Budget. 
Motion by Plummer, seconded by Fendrick. Motion carried.  

 Shrove Tuesday by the Fendricks 

 Remove from membership, the Hull Family. Motion by Plummer, seconded by Henry. 
Motion carried. 

 Motion to add to membership, Jeanne Anderson, by Pastor Day, seconded by Plummer. 
Motion carried. 

Executive Session: None 
Next meeting February 9, 2022 @ 5:30 pm 
Devotions in February by Pastor Day. 
Adjournment: Motion by Plummer, seconded by Fendrick to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting 
adjourned at 6:37 pm. 
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Secretary;   Rick A. Fendrick 
 



  

 

 

Reminder:  

 

 Church is now open on Sunday mornings!!! Everyone is encouraged to join us in 
person or via Facebook Live every Sunday at 9:30am. 
  

 Even if you’re not on Facebook, you can visit the Virtual Church page on our website 
(stjohnslutheranschuyler.org) to find the public link to watch the live video. On 
our Virtual Church page, you will also find links to the Digital Bulletin where you can 
follow along with worship, as well as announcements and the prayer list, links to 
previous videos, and other resources. 

 

 We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-352-
3550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-615-
1485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain. 
 

 Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers  or removed when 
prayers have been answered. 

 

 If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle 
their name and address. 

 

 If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so 
we can celebrate you. 

 

 St. John’s Reservation Book- If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social 
Hall/Classrooms from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the 
Church Office to block out your date and times. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  3 Barbara Thompson 
  9 Jake Wagner 
  18 Dean Vavricek 
  20 Tynlee Pickhinke 
  23 Tracey Kracl 

30 Evan Fickle 
 
 

http://stjohnslutheranschuyler.org/


  

 

 

    
 
 
    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

         

   
Shrove Pancake 

Supper 
    

 
 

 1 2    
Service 

7:00p.m. 

3 4  5  

 

 

 
  Ministerial 

Assoc. mtng 
10a.m. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

6 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

7 

 
8 

 
9    
Church Council 

5:00p.m. 
 

 

10 

 
11 12 

 

Evangelism & 
Social Ministry 

After fellowship 
 

 
See You There 

  Training 
Disciples 

6p.m. 
 

Mobile Food 
Bank 
4:00p.m. 
Setup @3:00pm 
Oak Ballroom 

  

13 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

14 15 
 

16 Training 
Disciples 

6p.m. 
 

 

17 
 

18 19 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

See You There 

Finance & 
Stewardship 

6:30p.m. 

WELCA meet & 
Bible Study 

1:30p.m. 

    

20 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

21 
 

22 23 Training 
Disciples 

6p.m. 
 

 

24 25 26 

Christian Ed 
Meeting after 

fellowship 
 

See You There 

 WELCA Quilt 
1:30p.m. 

 
 

   
 
 

 
27 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

28 29 30 Training 
Disciples 

6p.m. 
 

31   

 
See You There 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCA Quilt 
1:30p.m. 

    

 


