ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER
February 2022
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
821 Denver Street Schuyler, Nebraska 68661
402-352-3550
Email: office.stjohns821@gmail.com
Web page: stjohnslutheranschuyler.org

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ
Pastor: Day Hefner
Ministers: the People
Church Secretary: Crystal Callahan
Office Hours:
Wednesday & Thursday
9:00a.m.- 3:00p.m.

Important news:
The 2022 Directory and Yearbook will be completed by the
end of February.
Directory:
We need any changes to your mailing address, phone number, cell number or email
address. If you have not provided this information for the Directory before please do so if
you want it included. Please provide these changes to Crystal at
office.stjohns821@gmail.com.
Yearbook:
This is your opportunity to serve and become involved in your mission center. We are
asking everyone to become involved in the life of this congregation by serving on one or
more teams or committees – Christian Ed, Evangelism & Social Ministry, Finance &
Stewardship, Property, Worship & Music, Altar, Decorations,
Mission Memorial, Banner, Recycling, Prayer Chain and
Women of the ELCA. Signup sheets are located in the
Narthex with descriptions of each of the team of committee’s
responsibilities. The 2022 Yearboom will be printed at the end
of February. Join as we witness and serve in the name of
Jesus Christ with love!

Training Disciples
Join us for a tasty meal on Wednesday at 6pm on February
2 for the last of our winter series!

All are invited!!!

New Winter/Spring Hours for church secretary. Crystal will now be in
the office Wednesday & Thursday 9:00a.m.-3:00p.m.

All Services at 9:30a.m. unless otherwise indicated.
Sunday February 6th Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 6:1-13, Psalm 138, 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, Luke 5:1-11
Sunday February 13th Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
Jeremiah 17:5-10, Psalm 1, 1 Corinthians 15:12-20, Luke 6:17-26
Sunday February 20th Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
Genesis 45:3-11, 15 Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40, 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50,
Luke 6:27-38
Sunday February 27th Transfiguration of Our Lord
Exodus 34:29-35, Psalm 99, 2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2, Luke 9:28-43a

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

March 1, 2022
Serving All You Can Eat!
Pancakes, Faltin’s Sausages & Scrambled Eggs

Adults $7.00 Kids6-12 $5
Kids 5 & under Free
Tickets available at door
There are signup sheets for workers on the north table in the
Fellowship Hall. Workers will be needed in all areas to make
this Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper a success! Plan on
attending & bring a friend or neighbor. See you for the best
pancakes in town!

St. John's Women of the ELCA
"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.”
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA
embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith
in Jesus Christ.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Feb. 15- 1:30 General Meeting and Bible Study

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING

“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.”

Quilting February 22, 2022

Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion around the
world.

THRIVENT CHOICE
Strengthening Communities
ATTENTION THRIVENT MEMBERS:
Those who own Thrivent products may have earned Choice Dollars throughout 2021. You can
designate where you wish those dollars to go—St. John’s is one of those choices as well as
35,000 organizations that participate in Choice Dollars. The moneys your products earned in
2021 can be directed until March 31, 2022.
The Choice Dollars can be directed by—
1) Phone call: 1-800-847-4836; when prompted say: “Choice Dollars” and someone
should come on to assist you. You may have to have your membership number
which is on your Thrivent card; or
2) Online: at www.thrivent.com select “go to My Thrivent” and then select
“Membership Overview” then under Thrivent Choice select “Direct Choice Dollars”
and direct your dollars.
REMEMBER THESE ARE YOUR DOLLARS, earned by the
Thrivent products you own, so be pro-active and choose the
charity or organization YOU wish to have the benefit of those
dollars. REMEMBER when making your choice, St. John’s can
be the recipient. Contact Sharon Schurman at 402-615-3658
with questions.

MARCH 31 IS THE DEADLINE!

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit,
Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was
customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel."
Luke 2:25-32
The Presentation of Our Lord is one of those minor feast days that usually falls on a day other than Sunday, so it
often gets overlooked. Observed yearly on February 2, it commemorates Mary and Joseph taking Jesus, their
firstborn son, to the temple 40 days after his birth to make the appropriate sacrifices, in accordance with Jewish
law. We don’t often formally observe this day, but there are some really nice and significant moments in this
story – especially this encounter with Simeon.
Simeon is a man of deep faith who had received a vision from the Holy Spirit that he would see the Messiah
before he died. And by the guiding of the same Spirit, Simeon not only goes to the temple on the same day that
Jesus’ parents bring him in, when he sees Jesus, he recognizes and rejoices that God has been faithful to God’s
promise – and Simeon bursts into this wonderful song (I wasn’t lying in the sermon where I said Luke’s gospel is
a musical!): “Lord, now you let your servant go in peace, your word has been fulfilled; for my eyes have seen
your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the nations and
for glory to your people Israel.”
My eyes have seen your salvation – it is Simeon’s deep faith that enables him to make such a powerful
statement. We don’t know how long it’s been that Simeon has been waiting for this – months? years?
decades? – but ever since God promised him he’d live to see the Messiah, the eyes of Simeon’s heart have been
peeled in expectation. And because of his active faith and attentiveness to the Spirit, Simeon is there to see it
when it happens.
Simeon knows, as we do, that his faith is warranted. Because even his deep faith is a pale reflection of the deep
faithfulness of God toward us: the faithfulness of God who promised not just Simeon, but the whole world a
savior – and delivered on that promise.
The feast of the presentation is also historically known in the church as Candlemas. And the tradition continues
in many places that this is a day that believers bring candles to the church to have them blessed – in recognition
that Jesus Christ is the light of the world. It’s a continuation of the season of Epiphany. Jesus is presented in the
temple, revealing him to the world. And Jesus is revealed once again as the light that continues to shine in our
world. It’s a reminder that the same Spirit of God who guided Simeon continues to light our way into new
revelations of God’s faithfulness at work in our lives and in the world at large.
Let this story be an invitation for you to be still a moment and listen with your heart for God to speak. What is
the Spirit revealing to you this year? What do you need in order to grow deeper in your faith like Simeon?
Where do you see the light of Christ shining through these days?
Faithfully,
Pr. Day

Strawberry Valentines Chex Mix
Strawberry Valentine Chex Mix is easy to make, fun & perfectly
festive for Valentine’s Day! Strawberry, white, and chocolate
coating on Chex cereal with added chocolate candy is the perfect
sweet treat!
Prep Time10 mins
Total Time10 mins Servings: 20

Ingredients






4-6 cups Rice Chex cereal
1 8- oz bag Strawberry Candy Melts OR
1 bag of white chocolate baking chips {12 oz} AND
1 box of Strawberry Creme Jell-O Pudding** {pudding NOT gelatin!}
Valentines M&M's and/or Sprinkles

Instructions
1.
Measure out Chex cereal into a large bowl. Note: if you're using the Strawberry Candy Melts,
you'll use 4 cups of cereal. If you're using the white chocolate chips + pudding mix, you'll use 6 cups of
cereal.
2.
Pour chocolate into a small glass dish. Add 1/2 tsp shortening, if desired, to help the
chocolate coat the cereal easier. Microwave for 1 minute 20 seconds. Let sit in the microwave
for 3 minutes. Remove and gently stir. If chocolate loves its shape and looks smooth, it's done. If
not, return to the microwave in 15 second increments, letting it sit for 2-3 minutes each time,
until melted and smooth.
3.
If you used White Chocolate Chips + Pudding Mix: Add 4 TBSP of the strawberry creme
pudding into the white chocolate and stir gently until smooth. Add 2 drops of red food
coloring, if desired.
4.
Pour the chocolate mixture over the Chex cereal and stir gently to coat.
5.
Transfer cereal mixture to a large piece of wax paper. Sprinkle with M&M's and
Valentines sprinkles, if desired. Let cool to set. Break pieces and store in an airtight container to
save. Candy can be made up to 3-4 days ahead, if desired. It saves well!

St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting
December 8, 2021
Meeting called to order at 5:03 pm by Council President Jalaine Vavricek. Members present
were: Pastor Day, Randy Plummer, Karen Henry, Jon Knutson and Rick Fendrick. Absent was
Tracey Kracl.
Devotion / Prayer: by Knutson
Approval of Minutes: Motion by Pastor Day, seconded by Henry. Motion carried.
Open Forum / Correspondence: None
Pastor’s Report: Written report by Pastor Day.
President’s Report: Written report by Vavricek.
Christian Ed.: No report.
Evangelism / Social Ministry: No report.
Finance & Stewardship: Written report by Konz. Oral report by Knutson.
Property: Written report by Fendrick.
Worship & Music: No report.
Safe Church: No report.
Motion by Plummer, seconded by Henry to accept all reports written and oral. Motion carried.
Old Business:
 Set date to celebrate Thompson Memorial Keyboard.
 Holiday Fair: Draft Report.
 Elections: December 12, 2021
New Business:
 Knutson motioned to have annual meeting on January 30th, seconded by Plummer.
Motion carried.
 Deadline for annual reports January 16th.
 Date for installing new council members January 30th.
Executive Session: None.
Next meeting January 12, 2021 @ 5:30 pm.
Adjournment: Motion by Knutson, seconded by Fendrick to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting
adjourned at 5:50 pm.
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Secretary:

Rick A. Fendrick

Reminder:
 Church is now open on Sunday mornings!!! Everyone is encouraged to join us in
person or via Facebook Live every Sunday at 9:30am.
 Even if you’re not on Facebook, you can visit the Virtual Church page on our website
(stjohnslutheranschuyler.org) to find the public link to watch the live video. On
our Virtual Church page, you will also find links to the Digital Bulletin where you can
follow along with worship, as well as announcements and the prayer list, links to
previous videos, and other resources.


We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-3523550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-6151485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain.



Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers or removed when
prayers have been answered.



If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle
their name and address.



If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so
we can celebrate you.



St. John’s Reservation Book- If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social
Hall/Classrooms from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the
Church Office to block out your date and times.

Birthdays
2
3
5
7
12
17
20
21
27

Anastasia Swanson
Tom Bender
Gail Fickle
Adrian Rocha
Denise Dubsky
Doris Ann Ahrens
Larry Konz
Crystal Callahan
Haylie Swanson
Gary Kracl
Anniversaries
1
David Reinecke & Sharan Stoltenberg
19
Rick & Gail Fickle
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