ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER
December 2021
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
821 Denver Street Schuyler, Nebraska 68661
402-352-3550
Email: office.stjohns821@gmail.com
Web page: stjohnslutheranschuyler.org

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ
Pastor: Day Hefner
Ministers: the People
Church Secretary: Crystal Callahan
Office Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
9:00a.m.-12:00p.m.

Important news:
Elections will be held this month! Nominating committee members, John Sayer, Gail
Fickle, and Steve Nelson, are seeking 3 people to serve on the church council, 2 delegates for
Synod Assembly, 1 person to serve on the audit committee, and 3 new members to serve on
the 2022 nominating committee. With your prayerful consideration, please say YES when they
ask you to serve.
A Special Congregational Meeting has been called by the Church Council for Sunday,
December 12, 2021 after the 9:30 service.
The purpose of this meeting is to elect members to the Church Council, the Audit Committee,
the Nominating Committee, and delegates to Synod Assembly. No other business will be
transacted. A quorum of active voting members is needed to conduct business.

POINSETTIAS: The Altar Flower Committee will have 10 poinsettias
available for $12 each.
They will be used during Christmas to decorate by the Altar.
If you wish to bring your own, please let Lemay know. As usual, there
will
be a sign-up sheet in the flower book.
Offering Envelopes for 2022- we will continue to use the old
ones from past years until gone.

Training Disciples Advent Edition:
Join us for a tasty meal and soak your weary soul in
the Spirit as we sing Holden Evening Prayer and
reflect on Advent devotions together.
Wednesdays at 6pm December 1, 8, 15, 22.

All are invited!!!

All Services at 9:30a.m. unless otherwise indicated.
Sunday December 5th Second Sunday of Advent
Malachi 3:1-4, Luke 1:68-79, Philippians 1:3-11, Luke 3:1-6
Sunday December 12th Third Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20, Isaiah 12:2-6, Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 3:7-18
Sunday December 19th Fourth Sunday of Advent
Micah 5:2-5a, Luke 1:46b-55, Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke 1:39-55
Friday December 24th Christmas Eve @ 6:30p.m.
Isaiah 9:2-7, Psalm 96, 1 Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-20
Sunday December 26th First Sunday of Christmas
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26, Psalm 148, Colossians 3:12-17,
Luke 2:41-52

Our 2021 Holiday Fair: Sunday, December 5, 2021
General Information: Chili and chicken noodle soup meals will be served in the fellowship hall plus carry-out will
be available!!! We will have all you can eat soup, rolls, & desserts for Adults $9 and Kids 6-12 $5 from 4:00p.m. to
7:00 pm on Sunday, December 5. Carryout Meals for $10.00 are 32 ounces of soup, crackers, horn roll, and dessert.
If they only want the soup, the cost will be $8.00.

Drawing Tickets: Ticket stubs and money may be turned into Crystal at the office, Gail Fickle or Jalaine Vavricek
If you need more tickets, contact Crystal or Gail. The drawing will be held at 6 pm on Sunday, December 5th. You
will be able to watch the drawing via Facebook live.

Donations:

You may bring the items for the Drawing or Silent Auction to the church or we can pick

them up – just let us know, but we need items for the silent auction soon, as we need to get them posted
on the website (see below).

We continue to accept cash to support the expenses of the Holiday Fair.

Contact Crystal, Jalaine, or Gail with your donations or drop them off at church. There is usually someone
there from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm Tuesday through Thursday.

Silent Auction:

We still need items for the silent auction and need the items to be at church before

November 27. The silent auction items will be displayed at church from Sunday, November 28 through
Sunday, December 5. Bidding begins at 12:00am on Sunday, November 28. Bids online will be accepted
through Sunday December 5 at 6:00p.m. Bidding will be available in person at church day of event.
Winners will be announced after drawing at event and on Facebook LIVE and they will be listed online
Sunday, evening December 5th. You can bid on these items by placing a comment with your name and
bid on the St. John’s website: https://stjohnslutheranschuyler.org/holiday-fair/. Winners can pay and pick
up their items on Sunday, December 5.

Worker and Food Sign-up Sheets:

Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex. There are few slots to fill

as well as food items that are needed (especially home-made pies and desserts!). Please sign up as soon
by today! Worker job sheets will be mailed if have not picked up in church.

Bake Sale: Our bake sale is in need of home baked cookies, bars, candy, breads, kolaches,
rolls, small pies, cakes and canned items. Please use clear packaging so the buyer can see what they
are purchasing and package cookies by the dozen and other items by the half dozen. Bake sale items may
be delivered to church on December 4 or before 3:00p.m., on December 5.

Holiday Fair Flyers: Help us advertise the Holiday Fair at your place of work, business or other places
in the community and surrounding towns. Extra flyers are in the Narthex to distribute as you desire. Flyers
are available in English and Spanish.
Thank you for your generosity, helpfulness and passion for this year’s Holiday Fair!

Questions? contact: Crystal Callahan (402) 352-3550, Jalaine Vavricek (402) 615-1485, Gail Fickle (402) 6150969

Share the Warmth Coat Closet
Schuyler Ministerial Association is again collecting winter clothing for people in need. New and gently
used winter coats, hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves for all ages are being received at collection boxes in
area churches and the Schuyler Public Library. Cash donations to purchase new coats are welcome. Mail
donations to Coat Closet, Christ United Methodist Church, PO Box 515, Schuyler, NE 68661.
The Coat Closet will be hosted again this year by Christ United Methodist Church at 1922 Colfax Street,
Schuyler. Other participating churches are Divine Mercy Parish, First Presbyterian Church, St. John's
Lutheran Church and Trinity Lutheran Church.
We have a large box in the fellowship hall for your donations.
We need volunteers to work Wednesdays in December and a couple in January. Sign-up sheet in Narthex
Patrons may enter at the Christ United Methodist south door. Masks are
encouraged. Only two patron at a time may enter.
The “Coat Closet” is open
November 1st 2021– January 29th, 2022
Hours: 3:00 to 5:00PM Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays

St. Benedicts
"Christmas Craft Show"
Nov 28th thru Dec 12th

Christmas Craft Show: a special twoweek opportunity to do Christmas
shopping at Saint Benedict Center,
Schuyler, November 28 - December 12,
M-F 2:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., Sat.-Sun.
10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. A very large
variety of crafts and gifts made by area
artists will be on sale.
St. John’s has been blessed with
memorial funds from past members
and friends of this congregation. The
Thompson family donated $1590 to be
used for a need of the church.
Several options were approved by the
Mission Memorial Team and the Church
Council and presented to the family. A
new keyboard was selected by Barb and
her sisters. The keyboard has arrived
and we will celebrate with the Thompson
family at a later date. We truly
appreciate this gift from the Mission
Memorial funds.

St. John's Women of the ELCA
"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.”
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the
E.L.C.A. WELCA embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing
women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Dec. 21- 1:30 General Meeting and Bible Study

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.”

No quilting until Jan 25, 2022

Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion
around the world.

ATTENTION ALTAR COMMITTEE
The committee groups and responsibilities are listed on page 5 on ST. JOHN’S 2021
DIRECTORY AND YEARBOOK.
December/January ‘22–Tracey Kracl & Betty Herde
If you have questions, contact Sharon Schurman at 402-615-3658.

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the
worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon
all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the
strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
Luke 21:34-36
Following in the way of Christ is often a revealing and humbling endeavor. One lesson it seems
to teach me about myself over and over again is how much less patience I have than I’d like to
think I do. It’s barely mid-November as I write this and I confess that I have already started
humming Christmas carols to myself and even watching one or two of my favorite holiday
movies – I just can’t wait!
But sometimes there’s just no choice but to wait. I am also writing this to you from the midst of
my Covid-imposed quarantine. It’s been a rough and exhausting week and a half. The cold- and
flu-like symptoms I had have subsided, but I continue to monitor every vital sign – temperature,
blood oxygen level, heart rate, breathing, and so on – knowing that a sudden turn for the worse
is possible at any moment. I even keep sniffing random things around the house to see if my
dearly departed sense of smell has come back yet. I am impatient to be able to taste the foods I
love again, and even more impatient to get to be around the people I care about again without
putting them at risk.
Though it’s not at all what I wanted or asked for, there actually is a strange kind of gift in this
impatient waiting. The quality of waiting is different when you’re truly longing for something –
longing for something to end, or for something to begin, or just for something to change.
There’s a presence and attentiveness to this kind of waiting – you’re keenly attuned to every
sign of the present moment, seizing on any and all indication that the future you’re hoping for is
coming near.
This is the waiting of the season of Advent. This season is more than just the lead up to
Christmas; it’s a season to remind ourselves that just as Christ once came to earth, we are
eagerly waiting for him to come again, as he promised. We are eagerly waiting for him to usher
in the kingdom of God, the beloved community. So our scriptures and songs for this season are
full of words like these: Be on guard! Be alert! Keep awake! We are urged to pay attention, to
watch and wait and listen for any sign of Christ and his kingdom coming near. For once, we are
urged less toward patience and more toward longing.
And the strange thing is, the more you watch and listen and long for it, the more you start to
notice it – the more you start to see the kingdom breaking in around us in small and subtle ways;
the more you hear the voice of Christ speaking to you with love, calling you into something new.
Be on guard, siblings in Christ. Stay alert. Keep awake. Pay attention. Wait for it.
Impatiently, Pr. Day

St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting
October 13, 2021
Meeting called to order at 6:00 pm by Council President Jalaine Vavricek. Members present were: Jon Knutson,
Tracey Kracl, Pastor Day, Rick Fendrick and Randy Plummer. Absent: Karen Henry.
Devotion / Prayer: Provided by Kracl.
Approval of Minutes: Motion by Kracl, seconded by Pastor Day. Motion carried.
Open Forum / Correspondence:
 Note from Sharan Stoltenberg that we shouldn’t have the Holiday Fair this year.
Pastor’s Report: Written report by Pastor Day.
 Center of Survivors in Columbus.
 Training Disciples continues.
President’s Report: Written report by Vavricek.
Christian Ed.: Written report by Kracl.
 Training Disciples changes.
Finance & Stewardship: Written report by Knutson.
Property: Oral report by Fendrick.
Worship & Music: Oral report by Pastor Day.
Safe Church Team:
 Discussion about zoom meeting with insurance agent.
Motion by Plummer, seconded by Kracl to accept all reports written and oral. Motion carried.
Old Business:
 Covid; Go back to old way of having communion.
 Mission
o Women of the ELCA request for $600.00. Motion to approve by Vavricek, seconded by Pastor
Day. Motion carried.
o Thompson memorial money will be used for a new keyboard.
o Holiday Fair December 5th 4:00 – 7:00 pm.
o God’s Work Our Hands: School Kits 144, Personal Care Kits 96.
New Business:
 Motion by Pastor Day, seconded by Knutson to have elections on December 12 th. Motion carried.
 Motion by Plummer, seconded by Kracl to accept resignation of Chellee Nelson from financial secretary.
Motion carried.
 Motion by Plummer, seconded by Pastor Day to transition leadership for the Holiday Fair from Chellee
Nelson to Crystal Callahan. Motion carried.
Executive Session: None.
Next Meeting November 10, 2021 @ 5:30 pm.
Adjournment: Motion by Plummer, seconded by Kracl to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:09
pm.

Secretary: Rick A. Fendrick

Reminder:
 Church is now open on Sunday mornings!!! Everyone is encouraged to join us in
person or via Facebook Live every Sunday at 9:30am.
 Even if you’re not on Facebook, you can visit the Virtual Church page on our website
(stjohnslutheranschuyler.org) to find the public link to watch the live video. On
our Virtual Church page, you will also find links to the Digital Bulletin where you can
follow along with worship, as well as announcements and the prayer list, links to
previous videos, and other resources.


We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-3523550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-6151485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain.



Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers or removed when
prayers have been answered.



If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle
their name and address.



If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so
we can celebrate you.



St. John’s Reservation Book- If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social
Hall/Classrooms from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the
Church Office to block out your date and times.

Birthdays
1 Vance Sayer
D Wallingford
3 Preston Hall
25 Dillon Swanson
27 Shirley Svoboda
29 John Anderson

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

9

10

11

17

18

25

Coat closet
shift 3-5p.m.
Training
Disciples
6p.m.
5

6

7

Coat closet
shift 3-5p.m.

Worship at
9:30a.m.

Church Council
5:00p.m.

Holiday
Fair!
See You There

12

13

14
Crystal out of
office for class

Worship at
9:30a.m.

Special
Congregational
Meeting After
Worship
See You There

19

Lessons &
Carols
See You There
See You There

Training
4:30p.m.
Disciples6p.m Setup @2:30/3pm
Oak Ballroom
.
15
16
Coat closet
shift 3-5p.m.
Training
Disciples
6p.m.

21

22
Coat closet
shift 3-5p.m.
WELCA meet &
Training
Bible Study
Disciples
1:30p.m.
6p.m.

23

24
Christmas
Eve
Service
@
6:30p.m.

27

28

30

31

See You There

Worship at
9:30a.m.

Mobile Food
Bank

20

Worship at
9:30a.m.

26

8

Christmas
29

