ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER
October 2021
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
821 Denver Street Schuyler, Nebraska 68661
402-352-3550
Email: office.stjohns821@gmail.com
Web page: stjohnslutheranschuyler.org

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ
Pastor: Day Hefner
Ministers: the People
Church Secretary: Crystal Callahan
Office Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
9:00a.m.-12:00p.m.

Important news:
Oktoberfest will not happen at St. John’s.

With the
uncertainty of pandemic issues, the need for enough workers
and donations and the liquor permit requirements, Council
feels it would be better not to host the event this year. If you
would have supported this event with your time, talents, or
treasures, you may still make a monetary donation as some
members have said they are willing to do. We appreciate your
continued financial support.

October is Clergy Appreciation Month!

We would ask that you take a few minutes to thank Pastor Day for her
dedication to our church family and the community. A shower of card or
some other gift of appreciation would mean so much to her. Thank you for
your kindness.

Hotel size sample bottles of shampoo, conditioner and
lotion are being collected for the SCS elementary nurse. The
bottles are to be new and unused as they will be given to
students. We continue to collect card fronts except
trademark American Greetings and Hallmark, soda
tabs, and commemorative cancelled stamps. Our
collected items will be sent to different charities. Please place items in the
baskets in the Narthex.

All Services at 9:30a.m. unless otherwise indicated.
Sunday October 3rd Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 2:18-24, Psalm 8, Hebrews 1:1-4;2:5-12, Mark 10:2-16
Sunday October 10th Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Amos 5:6-7,10-15, Psalm 90:12-17, Hebrews 4:12-16, Mark 10:17-31
Sunday October 17th Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 53:4-12, Psalm 91:9-16, Hebrews 5:1-10, Mark 10:35-45
Sunday October 24th Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 31:7-9, Psalm 126, Hebrews 7:23-28, Mark 10:46-52
Sunday October 31st Reformation Day
Jeremiah 31:31-34, Psalm 46, Romans 3:19-28, John 8:31-36

Holiday Fair: December 5, 2021
Please mark your calendars, tell all your friends and get in your
cars and head to St. Johns on Sunday, December 5th, for some
delicious chili and chicken noodle soup. Due to COVID-19, we may
make a few changes in how we conduct the holiday fair again this
year.

Chili and chicken noodle soup meals will be served in the
fellowship hall plus carry-out and home delivery will be
available!!!
We will need your donations of ingredients for the soups and
the yummy desserts that will be served. We will also need
donations of quart jars(wide mouth preferred) w/ the lids and rings.
We will have a drawing and silent auction. You will be asked to sell tickets as in the past
(please watch your mail for these tickets in November). We need all of you to donate new
items to go on the silent auction and drawing. We will also accept monetary donations so
larger items can be purchased. Plans are being made so that you can see and bid on the silent
auction items using the St. Johns website or you can view the items and bid in person, as we
have done in previous years.
A letter with a donation slip will be mailed to each of you. If you wish to make a
monetary donation to go towards supplies, advertising or auction/drawing items, you may mail
the donation and slip to church, drop it off at church or contact one of the organizers for it to
be picked up. More details will be coming regarding the time of the event, what sides we will
be serving, price, how to sign up to help or donate soup supplies and how the silent auction
and drawing will work. As more decisions are made, details may be mailed, emailed and/or
posted on the website.
Your participation, financial donations and attendance are greatly needed and are
appreciated for the largest fund raiser of the year. If you have any questions, suggestions, or
concerns, contact any council member or Crystal at 402-352-3550 during office hours(or leave a
message anytime), or Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883.

We are here to make the 2021 Holiday Fair a huge success with everyone’s
help!!

Please consider helping and volunteering!!!

Training Disciples will be Wed. Oct. 6th. at 6p.m.
Join Us!!!
Training Disciples is faith formation for all ages with food, Bible and fun. We will
meet several Wednesdays each month with a pot luck meal. A main meat will be
served with others attending bringing a small side dish or dessert to share if you are
able.
So mark your calendar and plan to attend on October 6th as we explore God’s
abundance and the fall 2nd series starts on October 27th!

All are invited for Food, Fun and Fellowship for the Body and
Soul!

Fall series 2: October 27, November 3

St. John's Women of the ELCA

"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.”
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the
E.L.C.A. WELCA embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing
women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Oct 1-3: Biennial Convention and Gathering @ Camp Joy Holling
Oct. 19th: 1:30 General Meeting and Bible Study
Oct. 26th: 1:30 Quilting: Put quilts on pews for display
Oct. 31st: Box Quilts for shipping

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.”

October 26th @ 1:30

Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion
around the world.

Gods Work – Our Hands

On September 26th we filled 144 school bags kits and
wrapped 96 towel personnal care kits for the Lutheran World
Relief.

to everyone that helped with this event. It means a lot to
help make events successful.

Samaritan’s Purse – Operation Christmas Child
(shoebox gifts)
If you are interested in filling a shoe box for a child to
receive for Christmas, let me know. I have a few on
hand, but if need more, I can get them. They need to
be filled and turned into the Presbyterian Church by the
end of November.
Karen Henry Home:(402)352-3612 Cell:(402)615-2734

ATTENTION ALTAR COMMITTEE
As we start to attend church and have communion each Sunday, our committee must again
become active. The committee groups and responsibilities are listed on page 5 on ST. JOHN’S
2021 DIRECTORY AND YEARBOOK.
Our schedule is as follows:
October/November—Diane Fendrick & Shirley Svoboda
December/January ‘22–Tracey Kracl & Betty Herde
Procedures that we normally follow have changed at this point. I will contact
your group at the time that you serve with the way we are preceding at that
time. It will evolve until we are back to normal procedures.
If you have questions, contact Sharon Schurman at 402-615-3658.

What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound?
By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all
of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore
we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
Romans 6:1-4
Reformation Sunday is coming up at the end of this month – and it actually falls on a Sunday this
year! We always read from Paul’s masterful letter to the Romans on this day – and while we
normally read from chapter 3, this year I’m finding myself meditating on Paul’s words in chapter
6. “Reformation” of course refers to the specific period of history in which Luther started a
movement that brought great change to a church that was in need of, well, reformation. But
even more broadly, reformation is a word that describes the life of faith. We as people, as
community, as church in relationship with God do not stay static and stagnant; we are
continually being made new. We are continually being reformed by the transformative power of
God’s Spirit moving in and among us.
For me, one of the most important ways I get to experience this kind of reformation is through
my time away for continuing education. You may have noticed that I have a lot of it coming up
in October: my final First Call Theological Conference, the second of four gatherings for the
leadership series How Then Will I Lead, and the synod’s Re:Formation fall theological conference
(aka TheoCon). One of the expectations the ELCA has of its rostered ministers (like me!) is that
we set aside time each year for continuing education; this is often practical time that helps us to
improve and hone our skills for ministry, but it is also time to spend growing deeper in our faith
through study, reflection, worship, and prayer.
Reformation is important as a church and as individuals – and it’s a process in which we actively
participate. What reforms you? Where do you find most meaning or most closeness to God in
your life of faith? And how can you be intentional about seeking to grow even closer to God and
deeper in your faith? There are lots of ways this can be done. You could set aside some time to
spend with God in a daily prayer practice – this could be meditation, or praying while you walk,
or reading a little bible with your morning coffee, or doing a creative practice like praying with
color or journaling, spending time praying for each person on our prayer list, or something else –
even just committing to come to worship more regularly. You could challenge yourself to
increase your giving, pledging more of your resources to support the church’s mission. You
could try volunteer work with congregational partners like the food pantry downtown and the
mobile food pantry, the Center for Survivors, or whatever other local volunteer work tickles your
fancy. Whatever it is that strengthens your faith and helps you tune into what God is doing in
your life – challenge yourself to go deeper! And be curious about what ways God will bless you
in return.

I also encourage you to do these things because the truth is that the church needs you. This is a
time of great upheaval and change – not all that dissimilar from the time of Luther’s
Reformation – and it’s hard for any of us to know with certainty what the future will look like.
And so we need more people of deep faith who are actively listening for God’s voice; we need
people who can help us all to discern how God is at work and how we are called to engage in
God’s work in these days. And we need the unique gifts and resources and skills that each one
of us brings to the table to be able to fully respond to God’s call.
God is always at work through us and through the whole church to do a new thing. When Paul
writes about “newness of life,” he’s talking about much more than what happens after we die.
God invites us into walking in newness of life even now, invites us to come and see what good
things God will do next. We are forever the church semper reformanda – the church always
reformed and always reforming.
Faithfully, Pr. Day

St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting
August 11, 2021
Meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Council President Jalaine Vavricek. Members present were: Pastor
Day Hefner, Karen Henry, Tracey Kracl. Jon Knutson and Rick Fendrick. Absent was Randy Plummer.
Devotion / Prayer: Led by Vavricek.
Approval of Minutes: Motion by Knutson, seconded by Kracl. Motion carried.
Open Forum / Correspondence: None.
Pastors Report: Written report by Pastor Day.
 Volunteers will be needed for the food pantry in Sept.
Presidents Report: Written report by Vavricek.
 Mutual Ministry meeting was conducted with Pastor Day.
Christian Ed.: Oral report by Vavricek.
Evangelism / Social Ministry: Did not meet.
Finance & Stewardship:
 Will be working with Evangelism Committee to come up with dialogue to contact church members.
Property:
 New First-Aid Kit has been put into place.
 Weeds in flower beds have been taken care of.
 Tree in front of church will be removed this fall.
Worship & Music: Did not meet.
Safe Church:
 Will contact insurance rep.
Motion to approve all written and oral reports by Pastor Day, seconded by Henry. Motion carried.
Old Business:
 Overview of Council Retreat.
 Covid: Will remove barriers in sanctuary.
 Yard Sale: Moneys will not be used for campership.
 Memorial Money: Ways to use it.
New Business:
 Fundraising / Stewardship / Celebration.
 Holiday Fair.
 Oktoberfest: October 23rd.
 Shrove Tuesday.
Executive Session: None.
Next meeting September 8, 2021 @ 5:30 pm.
Adjournment: Motion to adjourn by Henry, seconded by Pastor Day. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at
6:41 pm.
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Secretary;

Rick A. Fendrick

Reminder:
 Church is now open on Sunday mornings!!! Everyone is encouraged to join us in
person or via Facebook Live every Sunday at 9:30am.
 Even if you’re not on Facebook, you can visit the Virtual Church page on our website
(stjohnslutheranschuyler.org) to find the public link to watch the live video. On
our Virtual Church page, you will also find links to the Digital Bulletin where you can
follow along with worship, as well as announcements and the prayer list, links to
previous videos, and other resources.


We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-3523550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-6151485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain.



Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers or removed when
prayers have been answered.



If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle
their name and address.



If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so
we can celebrate you.



St. John’s Reservation Book- If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social
Hall/Classrooms from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the
Church Office to block out your date and times.

Birthdays
6 Jerry Vrba
17 Kelly Zastera
18 Chellee Nelson
20 Amanda Hartman
27 Lemay Anderson
31 Janet Meyer
Anniversaries
3 Mark & Deb Hartman
15 Jon & Pat Knutson
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7 Schuyler

Training
Disciples
6p.m.

See You There
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Worship at
9:30a.m.
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Crystal out of
office for class

Church
Council

Christian Ed
6:00p.m.

Meeting
5:00p.m.
All are
Welcome!

See You There
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2

8

9
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16

Ministerial
Assoc.
9a.m.

Worship at
9:30a.m.
Evangelism &
Social Ministry
10:30a.m.

Friday

Support Center for
Survivors:
Shop for Survivors
in Columbus 9a-2p

Mobile Food
Bank
4:30p.m.
Setup @2:30/3pm
Oak Ballroom
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28

29

30

WELCA meet &
Bible Study
1:30p.m.

See You There

24

Worship at
9:30a.m.

See You There

31

Worship at
9:30a.m.
*Reformation
Sunday*
WELCABox up Quilts
See You There

25

26

Trunk or Treat
5:30-7p.m.
WELCAQuilting
1:30p.m.
(Put quilts in
sanctuary.)

Training
Disciples
6p.m.

