
  

 

 

 ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER 
   September 2021  

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church   
821 Denver Street   Schuyler, Nebraska 68661  

 402-352-3550  

Email: office.stjohns821@gmail.com 

Web page: stjohnslutheranschuyler.org 

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ 

Pastor:  Day Hefner                                              Ministers:  the People 

Church Secretary: Crystal Callahan 
 Office Hours:      

 Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
 9:00a.m.-12:00p.m. 

 

Important news:   
 

Starting this month, I will be keeping office hours from 
11a-2p on Wednesdays and Thursdays every 
week.  These are not the only times I’ll be in the office, 
nor are they the only times I’m available — I am always 
reachable by email or cell on Sunday-Thursday and 
Saturday most weeks.  But this way, if you need to chat 
with me or want to drop by my office, you’ll know some 
times when I’ll be there. 

 
The job of a pastor is eclectic and the hours are 
often odd — I go here and there and everywhere 
for meetings, sometimes I work from home, and 
you’ll sometimes see me out working in different 
places in the community — but my hope is that 
this will help make me more accessible and 
available to you. 
        
     Pastor Day 
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September is St. John’s month to help out 
at the food pantry! 

 

Colfax County Food Pantry 

1213 Colfax St. (under the viaduct in the old M&R Video) 

 

Volunteers help prepare boxes and distribute food 

drive-thru style from 4:30-7 on Wednesday evenings. 

 

We need at least 3-4 volunteers for these dates: 

September 1 
September 15 
September 22   
September 29 

 

Please sign up in the narthex or call/text/email Pastor Day! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



  

 

 

 
 
 
 

Training Disciples will kick off at 6:00p.m. on Wednesday, 
September 22 with fellowship. 

Training Disciples is faith formation for all ages with food, Bible and fun. We will 
meet several Wednesdays each month with a pot luck meal. A main meat will be 
served with others attending bringing a small side dish or dessert to share if you 
are able. 
 
So mark your calendar and plan to attend on September 22nd, September 29th and 
October 6th as we explore God’s abundance. 

All are invited for Food, Fun and Fellowship for the Body and 
Soul! 

Here is the Training Disciples schedule for the year; mark your calendars! 

 Fall series 1: September 22 (kickoff), September 29, October 6 
 Fall series 2: October 27, November 3 
 Advent series: December 1, 8, 15, 22 
 Winter series: January 26, February 2 
 Lenten series: March 9, 16, 23, 30, April 6 
 Spring series: April 24, May 4 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Gods Work – Our Hands 
On Sunday September 26th, following service, we will need 
help assembling school kits and personal care kits for 
Lutheran World Relief.  The sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.  

Lunch will be provided after completion.  
 

Thank You to everyone that donated cash to 
help with this event. It means a lot to help 
make events successful.  



  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

OktoBerFest is coming to St. John’s from 5-7p.m. 
on a Saturday in October! 

We will celebrate our Lutheran German heritage with a community event. The 
celebration will include beer, brats and hot dogs with sauerkraut, baked beans, and 
brownies. We are asking for everyone’s help working, making food, or a donation 
to purchase food to serve. More details will follow during announcements, on the 
website, in the bulletin, and the October newsletter. Contact any Council member 
with questions or for more details. 

 
 
 

ATTENTION ALTAR COMMITTEE 

 
As we start to attend church and have communion each Sunday, our committee must again 

become active. The committee groups and responsibilities are listed on page 5 on ST. JOHN’S 
2021 DIRECTORY AND YEARBOOK. 

 
Our schedule is as follows: 

 
August/September—Lori Benesch & Barb Thompson 

October/November—Diane Fendrick & Shirley Svoboda 
December/January ‘22–Tracey Kracl & Betty Herde 

 
Procedures that we normally follow have changed at this point.  I will 

contact your group at the time that you serve with the way we are 
preceding at that time.  It will evolve until we are back to normal 

procedures. 
 

If you have questions, contact Sharon Schurman at 402-615-3658. 
 

 



  

 

 

 
 

 

All Services at 9:30a.m. unless otherwise indicated. 
 

Sunday September 5th  Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 35:4-7a, Psalm 146, James 2:1-17, Mark 7:24-37 

 

Sunday September 12th  Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 116:1-9, James 3:1-12, Mark 8:27-38 

 

Sunday September 19th  Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 11:18-20, Psalm 54, James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a, Mark 9:30-37 

 

Sunday September 26th  Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29, Psalm 19:7-14, James 5:13-20, Mark 9:38-50 

 

 
 
 

St. John's Women of the ELCA 
"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.” 

All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the 
E.L.C.A. WELCA embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing 

women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Sept 21st:  1:30 General Meeting and Bible Study 
Sep 26th:  God’s work; Our Hands. (Filling of LWR kits) 

Sep 28th:  1:30 Quilting 
Oct 1-3:  Biennial Convention and Gathering @ Camp Joy Holling 

 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING 
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.” 

September 28th @ 1:30 
 

The quilt donated to the Camp Carol Joy Holling auction 
sold for $140.00! 

Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion 
around the world. 



  

 

 

When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to 
Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” (He said this to 

test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do.) Philip answered him, 
“Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a 

little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 
“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are 

they among so many people?”  
John 6:5-9 

 

I know what you’re probably thinking: didn’t we *just* have like five weeks in a 
row of bread-related readings in the lectionary??  Why are you still making us talk 
about bread?  I’m so glad you asked!  Haha – we did indeed just come off five 
weeks of reading John 6, in which Jesus goes on at length about being the bread of 
life from heaven.  It gets a bit repetitive, but food – especially bread (and wine!) – is 
at the heart of our life together as followers of Christ. 
 
Food is something that came up again and again at our annual council retreat back 
in July.  We gathered with a couple of Nebraska Synod staff folks – Director for 
Faith Formation Lisa Kramme and Deacon Timothy Siburg – who walked us 
through conversations about communication and stewardship and about our 
ministry as a whole here at St. John’s.  And it became clear in these conversations 
that one of the key ingredients that makes us at St. John’s who we are is: food!  We 
are people who love to eat together. 
 
Of course, food isn’t a uniquely St. John’s thing, but it’s an important part of our 
community life and fellowship and faith – and we do it well!  Shrove Tuesday 
pancakes, the Holiday Fair, the salad luncheon, potlucks, coffee fellowship – even 
our primary mission work in the community of Schuyler is food based, with the 
Colfax County food pantry and the mobile food bank.  And although the pandemic 
interrupted our plans for our Training Disciples program, it was always conceived 
as an evening of people gathering around a meal for bible study.  Food is part of 
our DNA. 
 
As the end of this pandemic drags on, there have been a number of other 
organizations and congregations in the community that have made the choice not 
to do their usual food-based events this year – it seems like a lot of people are just 
kind of out of gas, feeling burnt out and tired.  We talked about this at our retreat 
as well, and acknowledged that we are also feeling tired.  But it also seems like 



  

 

 

there is also more need now than ever for connection and celebration and fun.  So 
we decided that, instead of stepping back from our food-related events, we’re 
going to double down on them.  God willing, we will still move ahead with our 
usual fun, food-related events and we’ll also resume our Training Disciples 
potlucks.  We even decided to add another fun food event – Oktoberfest! – that 
you can read more about elsewhere in this newsletter.  And we decided that food – 
especially the feeding of the 5000 – would be kind of our theme for this program 
year.   
 
I know this might feel like kind of a lot to take on.  And I can imagine as you’re 
reading this that you’re feeling your own sense of exhaustion.  I feel it too.  We are 
all out of gas, burnt out, and just tired.  Worship attendance is down.  Giving is 
down.  And like me, you’re probably wondering where we’re going to come up 
with the energy and time and volunteers and resources to carry out all the ministry 
and mission that we are planning.  It’s a good question. 
 
And I’m so glad you asked it!  Because what I hear in our shared worries is the echo 
of the questions Jesus’ disciples asked him in this story – questions that 
fundamentally boil down to: How will there be enough?  To be honest, I don’t fully 
know the answer to that question yet.  But I do know – and you know – how the 
story of the 5000 hungry people goes.  We know that God is capable of astonishing 
things.  And I have faith that whatever little we have – if we offer it faithfully – will 
be more than enough for God to work wonders yet again. 
 
Faithfully, Pr. Day   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



  

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting 

July 14, 2021 

Meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Council President Jalaine Vavricek. Members 
present were: Tracey Kracl, Jon Knutson, Pastor Day, Randy Plummer and Rick Fendrick. 
Devotion/Prayer: Led by Plummer. 
Approval of Minutes: Motion by Pastor Day with corrections. Seconded by Plummer. Motion 
carried. 
Open Forum/Correspondence: None 
Pastor’s Report: Written report by Pastor Day. 

 Special service on August 1st. 
President’s Report: Written report by Vavricek. 
Christian Ed.: Did not meet. 
Evangelism/Social Ministry: Written report by Vavricek. 

 Open Door Grant was not awarded to St. John’s. 
Finance & Stewardship: Oral report by Knutson. Written report by Larry Konz. 
Property: Oral report by Fendrick.  

 New First Aid Kit has been purchased. 
Worship & Music: Oral report by Pastor Day. 

 Betty Herde will play the entire month of July. 

 Looking into setting up a microphone for the lectern. 

 Will start singing during church services in July. 
Safe Church: Tracey Kracl. 

 Will contact insurance company. 
Motion to approve all written and oral reports by Henry, seconded by Kracl. Motion carried. 
Old Business:  

 Council Retreat July 26th @ 9:00 am. at the Benedictine Center. 

 Covid Safety 
o Have pews roped off, every other pew. 
o Communion will stay the same. 
o Coffee fellowship will start August 1st. 

 Yard Sale July 30-31. 
New Business:  

 Mutual Ministry: August 5th @ 6:30 pm. 

 Thompson Family would like memorial moneys to go to something the church really 
needs. 

 Will start using T/V monitors is August. 
Executive Session: None. 
 Next meeting: August 11th, 2021 @5:30 pm. 
Adjournment: Motion to adjourn by Plummer, seconded by Fendrick. Motion carried. Meeting 
adjourned at 6:36 pm.                                                                             Secretary;   Rick A. Fendrick 



  

 

 

Reminder: 

 
 Church is now open on Sunday mornings!!! Everyone is encouraged to join us in 

person or via Facebook Live every Sunday at 9:30am. 
  

 Even if you’re not on Facebook, you can visit the Virtual Church page on our website 
(stjohnslutheranschuyler.org) to find the public link to watch the live video. On 
our Virtual Church page, you will also find links to the Digital Bulletin where you can 
follow along with worship, as well as announcements and the prayer list, links to 
previous videos, and other resources. 

 

 We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-352-
3550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-615-
1485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain. 
 

 Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers  or removed when 
prayers have been answered. 

 

 If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle 
their name and address. 

 

 If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so 
we can celebrate you. 

 

 St. John’s Reservation Book- If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social 
Hall/Classrooms from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the 
Church Office to block out your date and times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

   Birthdays                       
2 Cerennitte Swanson 
7  Amber Pickhinke 
17 Julie Swanson 
19 Jordan Fickle 
23 PaulinecHuber

http://stjohnslutheranschuyler.org/


  

 

 

 

    
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

              

   1 
Food Pantry 

Shift 
 

2   Schuyler 
Ministerial 

Assoc.9:00a.m. 

3 4 

   4:30-7pm  

 
 
 

 

 

5 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

6 

 
7 
 

8 
Church 
Council 

9   
 

10  11 

 
 
 
 
 

See You There 

 Christian Ed 
6:00p.m. 

Meeting 
5:30p.m. 

All are 
Welcome! 

Mobile Food 
Bank 
4:30p.m. 
Setup @2:30/3pm 
Oak Ballroom 

  

12 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

13 14 
 

15 
Food Pantry 

Shift 

16 
Evangelism & 

Social 

17 18 

 
 
 
 
See You There 

  4:30-7pm Ministry 

5:30p.m. 

  

19 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

20 
 

21 22   Food 
Pantry Shift 
4:30-7pm 

23 

 
24 25 

 
 
 
 

See You There 

 WELCA meet & 
Bible Study 

1:30p.m. 

Training 
Disciples 
6p.m. 
 
 

   

26 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

27 
 

28 29   Food 
Pantry Shift 

4:30-7pm 

30   

 
Gods Work, 
Our Hands. 
See You There 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCA-
Quilting 
1:30p.m. 

Training 
Disciples 

6p.m. 
 

   

 


