
  

 

 

 ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER 
   August 2021   

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church   
821 Denver Street   Schuyler, Nebraska 68661  

 402-352-3550  

Email: office.stjohns821@gmail.com 

Web page: stjohnslutheranschuyler.org 

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ 

Pastor:  Day Hefner                                              Ministers:  the People 

Church Secretary: Crystal Callahan 
 Office Hours:      

 Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
 9:00a.m.-12:00p.m. 

 

Important news:   

 
 

There will be a special service of lament 
and hope, with communion, on Sunday, 

August 1, at 9:30am. 
 
 
 

As of Sunday the 1st, we will also 
be resuming coffee fellowship! 

 Please join us that Sunday!!   
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All Services at 9:30a.m. unless otherwise indicated.  

 
Sunday August 1st  Service of Lament and Hope   

Isaiah 54:10, Psalm 91 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday August 8th  Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Kings 19:4-8, Psalm 34:1-8, Ephesians 4:25--5:2, John 6:35, 41-51 

 

Sunday August 15th  Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 9:1-6, Psalm 34:9-14, Ephesians 5:15-20, John 6:51-58 

 

Sunday August 22nd  Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18, Psalm 34:15-22, Ephesians 6:10-20, John 6:56-69 

 

Sunday August 29th  Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9, Psalm 15, James 1:17-27, Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 



  

 

 

 

 
 

St. John's Women of the ELCA 
"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.” 

All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the 
E.L.C.A. WELCA embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing 

women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

July 31:  Quilt Auction @ Camp Carol Joy Holling. Our Quilt is #257. Red Hat Ladies 
Aug 17:  1:30 General Meeting and Bible Study  

 
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING 

“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.” 
Aug 24 & 31 @ 1:30 

 
Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion 

around the world. 
\/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ 

 

The women’s organization has decided NOT to continue with a salad 
luncheon. 

All the work is getting too much for us few women to pursue.  So,--  Because we 
aren’t doing this Fund-raiser to help buy ‘Kit Supplies’, (School & Personal Care)- we 
are asking each of you ladies that would have provided the day with salads to just 
make contributions of the cost in making those salads. 
Everything you can do to help our efforts to make the 

purchases of the items we need to assemble those ‘kits’ 
would be so appreciated. – Thanks so much! 

We hope because of less work involved you will want to 
show your appreciation with this donation. I know it will 

make us so happy. 
Karen  

 ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> ><> 
Save Postage!!  If you have an email address and have not provided that address to the 

church office, please help us save the expense of postage.  Plus, you can see the newsletter in 

Color!!!  Please send your email address to Crystal at office.stjohns821@gmail.com.  Thank 

you! 



  

 

 

ATTENTION ALTAR COMMITTEE 

 
As we start to attend church and have communion each Sunday, our committee must again 

become active. The committee groups and responsibilities are listed on page 5 on ST. JOHN’S 
2021 DIRECTORY AND YEARBOOK. 

 
Our schedule is as follows: 

 
August/September—Lori Benesch & Barb Thompson 

October/November—Diane Fendrick & Shirley Svoboda 
December/January ‘22–Tracey Kracl & Betty Herde 

 
Procedures that we normally follow have changed at this point.  I will 

contact your group at the time that you serve with the way we are 
preceding at that time.  It will evolve until we are back to normal 

procedures. 
 

If you have questions, contact Sharon Schurman at 402-615-3658. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Landscape Fund 
The landscape at the parsonage needs to be rejuvenated and needs your help!  If you 

have perennials, like hostas, daylilies, etc., that you are going to divide or would 
share, please let us know. 

Donations of cash to purchase edging and mulch 
are also needed. You will find envelopes in the 

Narthex for this special project. 
Contact Tracey Kracl or Jalaine Vavricek if you are 

able to help or have questions.  We want to 
continue to keep our properties looking their best.  

Thank you for serving.  
Your Property Team   



  

 

 

Crispy Baked String Bean Fries 
Green beans baked in crispy Parmesan breadcrumbs. They have an addictive crunch that even 
veggie haters will find hard to resist. 
 
Prep time: 20 mins    Cook time: 20 mins    Total time: 40 mins 
Serves: 4 servings 
Ingredients 

 1 - 2 teaspoons olive oil, plus more for 
greasing the pan 

 ½ pound organic French green beans, ends 
trimmed 

 1 - 2 teaspoons cornstarch 
 2 eggs 
 ½ cup grated Parmesan cheese 
 ⅓ cup seasoned bread crumbs 
 ⅓ cup Japanese panko crumbs 
 salt and pepper 

Lemon Dipping Sauce: 
 ½ cup mayonnaise 
 the zest of 1 lemon 
 a squeeze or two of fresh lemon juice 
 a few fresh thyme leaves, chopped 

Instructions 
1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees F. Grease a large, non-stick baking sheet with olive oil. 
2. In a large mixing bowl toss the green beans with the oil massaging it on with your hands. 

Sprinkle with cornstarch starting with 1 teaspoon and toss well. Add more cornstarch if 
needed. 

3. Beat the eggs with a tablespoon of water in a wide, shallow bowl. In a separate shallow 
bowl toss the Parmesan with both types of bread crumbs and a few good dashes of salt 
and pepper. Now remove half of them and set aside, adding them back to the bowl as 
needed so they don't get gummy from the egg drips. 

4. Working with a handful at a time dunk them into the egg (with one hand) then into the 
bread crumbs patting it on with your other, non-eggy hand. Place on the baking sheet 
close together but not touching. Repeat until all the string beans are coated. 

5. Bake 12 minutes then turn them over (if you find that they are sticking or the coating is 
coming off skip this step) and bake 6 - 8 minutes longer or until golden brown all over 
and tender on the inside. 

6. Meanwhile whisk the mayonnaise, zest, lemon juice and thyme together. 
7. Serve hot with the sauce for dipping. Just like french fries, they are not as good reheated 

so might as well eat them all! 



  

 

 

By the rivers of Babylon — there we sat down and there we wept when 
we remembered Zion.  

On the willows there we hung up our harps. How could we sing the 
Lord’s song in a foreign land? 

Psalm 137:1-2,4 
 

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for 
your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 

Jeremiah 29:11 

 
Many of the writings in the Old Testament have to do with a period of Jewish 
history known as the Babylonian Captivity.  Following generations of kings who 
increasingly turned away from God and served their own interests, the Kingdom of 
Judah was invaded by the powerful Neo-Babylonian Empire; the temple in 
Jerusalem was destroyed; and huge numbers of their people were carried away to 
exile in Babylon.  In the verses above from Psalm 137, the ancient Judeans vent 
their grief over the loss of the temple, their songs, and their whole way of life. 
 
Eventually the Babylonians are conquered by the Assyrians and the Persian King 
Cyrus allows the Judeans to return to their homeland and rebuild the temple – 
everything they had been hoping and praying to God for.  You can imagine their 
joy!  However, their rejoicing is tempered by the reality that, after nearly 50 years 
in exile, the land has changed, and the Judeans themselves have changed – the 
past they had longed to return to was no more.  They had to find new ways to 
move forward. 
 
Yet even from the depths of exile, the prophet Jeremiah writes these words of 
hope: “Surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans to give you a 
future with hope.”  Conquered, exiled, utterly defeated, God still doesn’t give up 
on the people of Judah.  And as they return to life post-exile, Jeremiah’s message 
to them stays constant: God’s not done with you yet. 
 
We are coming to the end of our own time of exile and beginning to adjust to life 
back in our old familiar spaces.  And, like the Judeans, we are already beginning to 
reckon with some of the ways things have changed and the ways that we as 
individuals and as a community have changed.  There is grief and anxiety in that.  



  

 

 

But Jeremiah’s message to the people of Judah rings just as true for us today: 
God’s not done with us yet. 
 
The pain and grief and frustration we carry from the last year and a half is real – the 
suffering is real – and it deserves to be acknowledged and expressed. And, at the 
same time, it’s important not to let ourselves get mired down in lament over the 
past.  To keep going, we have to turn our hearts forward, toward the future – with 
hope! – to which God is calling us. 
 
This is the motivation behind the Service of Lament and Hope on Sunday, August 
1.  As part of this service, time is given to reflect on and write about all that has 
been difficult about the last year and a half, and then to offer these things to God 
by casting them into a fire.  There is then also time to reflect on and write about 
where we sense the Spirit moving and where we feel God is calling us to go.  This is 
written on seed paper – plantable paper that has wildflower seeds embedded in it 
– inviting us to literally plant seeds of hope. 
 
I pray that the symbols of this service will help us all to remember that God is 
faithful in times of trouble and in times of change, in times of exile and in times of 
joyful return.  No matter our fears or worries, there is always hope for our future.  
God’s not done with us yet. 
 
With hope, 
Pr. Day 
(ps: Please contact Pr. Day if you missed the service but would still like to 
participate in the ritual w/seed paper) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting 

June 9, 2021 

Meeting was called to order at 5:28 pm by Vavricek. Members present were: Tracey Kracl, 

Randy Plummer, Jon Knutson, Pastor Day and Rick Fendrick. Absent: Karen Henry. 

Devotion/Prayer: by Pastor Day. 

Approval of Minutes: Motion by Fendrick, seconded by Knutson. Motion carried. 

Open Forum/Correspondence: None 

Pastor’s Report: Written report by Pastor Day. 

 Pastor will be on vacation from July 15th – 21st. 

President’s Report: Written report by Vavricek. 

Christian Ed.: Written report by Kracl. 

 Training Disciples 

Finance & Stewardship: Did not meet. Written report by Larry Konz. 

Property: 

 Landscape Fund for Parsonage & Church. 

 What to do with old communion equipment. 

 New First-Aid kit has been purchased.  

 Yard Library is under construction. 

Worship & Music: Pastor Day gave an oral report. 

Safe Church: Written report by Kracl. 

 Christian Ed Team is requesting a doorbell for the front door of the church. 

Motion by Plummer, seconded by Kracl to accept all reports. Motion carried. 

Old Business: 

 Council Retreat Plans. July 26, 2021 @ 9 am at Benedictine Center.  

 Covid Safety Procedures.  

o July will start masks recommended in church. Will still social distance. 

New Business: None 

 

Executive Session: None 

Next meeting July 14, 2021 @ 5:30 pm. 

 

Adjournment: Motion by Knutson, seconded by Plummer. Motion carried.   

                           Adjourned @ 6:38 pm 

 

Secretary:   Rick A. Fendrick 



  

 

 

Reminder: 

 
 Church is now open on Sunday mornings!!! Everyone is encouraged to join us in 

person or via Facebook Live every Sunday at 9:30am. 
  

 Even if you’re not on Facebook, you can visit the Virtual Church page on our website 
(stjohnslutheranschuyler.org) to find the public link to watch the live video. On 
our Virtual Church page, you will also find links to the Digital Bulletin where you can 
follow along with worship, as well as announcements and the prayer list, links to 
previous videos, and other resources. 

 

 We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-      
352-3550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-
615-1485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain. 
 

 Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers  or removed when 
prayers have been answered. 

 

 If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle 
their name and address. 

 

 If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so 
we can celebrate you. 

 

 St. John’s Reservation Book- If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social 
Hall/Classrooms from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the 
Church Office to block out your date and times. 

 

 

   Birthdays                       
 10 Connor Bywater 
 14 Cindy Plummer 
 18 Steve Nelson 
          21     Riah Callahan   
 24 Chrissi Bywater 
 25 Jackie Pickhinke 
 29 Jalaine Vavricek 
 

 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Anniversaries 
1     Mike & Jackie Pickhinke 
  

http://stjohnslutheranschuyler.org/


  

 

 

 

    
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       
3yrs. in 
call for 
Pr. Day! 

      

1 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

2 3 4 5       Tec 
Training 
6:15p.m. 

6 7 

Coffee 
Fellowship 
resumes 

 
See You There 

 Christian Ed 
6:00p.m. 

 Mutual 
Ministry Team 

6:30p.m. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

8 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

9 

 
10 
 

11 
Church 
Council 

12  Schuyler 
Ministerial 

Assoc.9:00a.m. 

13  14 

 
 
 
 
 

See You There 

  Meeting 
5:30p.m. 

All are 
Welcome! 

Mobile Food 
Bank 
4:30p.m. 
Setup @2:30/3pm 
Oak Ballroom 

  

15 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

16 17 
 

18 
 

 

19 
Evangelism & 

Social 

20 21 

 
 
 
 
See You There 

 WELCA meet & 
Bible Study 

1:30p.m. 

Council 
Meeting 

5:30p.m. 

Ministry 

5:30p.m. 

  

22 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

23 
 

24 25 26 

 
27  28 

 
 
 
 

See You There 

 WELCA-
Quilting 
1:30p.m. 

 
 
 

   

29 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

30 
 

31     

 
 
 

See You There 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCA-
Quilting 
1:30p.m. 

    

 


