ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER
June 2021
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
821 Denver Street Schuyler, Nebraska 68661
402-352-3550
Email: office.stjohns821@gmail.com
Web page: stjohnslutheranschuyler.org

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ
Pastor: Day Hefner
Ministers: the People
Church Secretary: Crystal Callahan
Office Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
9:00a.m.-12:00p.m.

Important news:

Beginning June 6th we will have in person worship.
We hope to see you all there!!!
Masks will be required!!!
All Services at 9:30a.m. unless otherwise indicated.

Sunday June 6th Second Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 3:8-15, Psalm 130, 2 Corinthians 4:13--5:1, Mark 3:20-35
Sunday June 13th Third Sunday after Pentecost
Ezekiel 17:22-24, Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15, 2 Corinthians 5:6-17, Mark 4:26-34
Sunday June 20th Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Job 38:1-11, Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32, 2 Corinthians 6:1-13, Mark 4:35-41
Sunday June 27th Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 6:1-8, Psalm 29, Romans 8:12-17, John 3:1-17

After prayerful -- and careful -- consideration, the St.
John's church council has decided to resume in-person
worship, starting on Sunday, June 6.
We are mindful of the updated CDC guidelines that were recently
released, but knowing that many of our members have either not had
the chance to be vaccinated yet or have chosen not to be, we will
continue to require masks and distancing for the time being, and will
also refrain from assembly singing and coffee fellowship. We will also
continue to livestream worship on Facebook Live for all those who prefer
to worship with us digitally (or who are joining us from afar!)
We fervently hope to be able to lift these restrictions soon and
anticipate that this will continue to be an ongoing conversation in our
coming meetings. Your cooperation in keeping our gatherings safe,
loving, and joyful is appreciated. And we look forward
to seeing your faces again (or, at least, the top part of
your faces!)
Crystal will be on a family vacation and Out of the Office June 810th. She will be back in the office on Tuesday, June 15th at 9a.m.
All reports available for the June 9th council meeting need to be sent to
Crystal by June 3rd.

St. John's Women of the ELCA
"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.”
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities
of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA embraces all kinds of
ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act
boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
June 1st ~ 1:30p.m. General Meeting with Bible Study
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING

“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.”

June 22, 2021@ 1:30 &
June 29, 2021@ 1:30

Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show
God's love and compassion around the world.

Synod Assembly
The Nebraska Synod Assembly is on Saturday, June 5, from 9am-3pm!
Our voting members are already registered, but this year’s assembly is going to be a virtual
event, and the livestream of the assembly will be open to all! If you have always wondered
what goes on at Synod Assembly but never had the chance to go, make time to check out the
livestream so you can get a taste of how we as the Nebraska Synod practice being church
together! You’ll be able to find the livestream on the Nebraska Synod’s public Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/NebraskaSynod

We have two kids going to Camp this year!
Evan Fickle and Riah Callahan will be joined with their
brother Riley Callahan and going to camp June 27th –
July 2nd.
We want to wish them great adventures for their
first-time full week of camp!

Landscape Fund
The landscape at the parsonage needs to be
rejuvenated and needs your help! If you have
perennials, like hostas, daylilies, etc., that you
are going to divide or would share, please let us
know.
Donations of cash to purchase edging and mulch are also
needed. You will find envelopes in the Narthex for this
special project.
Contact Tracey Kracl or Jalaine Vavricek if you
are able to help or have questions. We want to
continue to keep our properties looking their
best. Thank you for serving.
Your Property Team.

ST. JOHN’S CAMPER’S YARD SALE IS BACK!!! (Note later date)
DATES:
Friday, July 30 from 9:00 to 6:00
Saturday, July 31 from 9:00 to 11:00 (Fill a Bag for $4.00)

DONATE ITEMS
When: Donations can be brought to the church anytime between now and the sale. The
church is open Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
*We have limited space at the church, so I would prefer that large items not be brought until
the week of the sale if possible.
What: Men’s, women’s, children’s clothing; housewares-pots, pans, dishes, utensils, small
appliances, etc.; home décor- holiday decorations, rugs, curtains, etc.; bed and bath- towels,
blankets, sheets, etc.; furniture – outdoor and indoor. Electronics- * Please be sure items are
in good condition and electronics are in working condition.

NOTE: We will NOT accept the old tube TV’s, VCR players, etc. Other electronics
such as computers and printers must be in working condition with instruction
manuals included.
**Pricing is NOT necessary
Where: Bring items to church and put in the 2nd Sunday School room on the West side.
***If you do not have a church key, or need help unloading items, or have questions, call:
Lori Benesch – 402-615-0414
**********************************************************

The Mission Memorial Fund has available $5,562.32 to be used
for missions within our congregation, our community or
anywhere there is a needed. If you, a team or an organization
has a mission project in mind please apply. Last year $767.78
was awarded to two applications. We can make a difference in
the lives of those in needed. If you wish to apply contact Pastor
Day or Jalaine Vavricek for an application.
******************************************************************************

Greetings from a member of the finance and
stewardship committee!
I hope the last couple of months have found you safe and thankful. I hope your
neighborhoods are trash free and that gardens surround the houses. I pray that you
have been helpful to neighbors and family. I pray you all have been generous to those
who are in need and to St John’s. Thank you all for your financial support through the
pandemic which we pray is leaving.
We are opening our doors this month for worship. That being said, I hope our hearts
will be filled with joy and that we consider giving of our time, talents and financial resources
to the success of our church. As summer approaches, remember to include faithful giving in
your summer activities. Perhaps a special gift as we resume in-person worship.
Try reading Matthew 25: 14-30 to help you discover your time and talents. If
a vacation is in your plans for the summer, remember to witness to others about
your faith. Don’t forget to value your friends, family and strangers as children of
God. As we see COVID numbers decreasing, stay on your guard and don’t let
rhetoric get in the way of being civil, polite and respectful of others. Do not judge
lest you be judged.

I look forward to seeing many of you soon.
May God bless us all!

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything
old has passed away; see, everything has become new!
2 Corinthians 5:17
I was so grateful this past month to have a chance to get away for a little bit for some
continuing education and time with dear friends and colleagues. We all attended the Festival
of Homiletics – an annual week-long preaching conference – together; and since we are all
fully vaccinated and the festival was online only this year, we decided to rent an AirBnB and
create our own little conference around the festival. We took turns planning and leading
morning and evening prayer services; we created intentional times and spaces for processing
and making meaning of the events of the last year; we cooked for each other and gave hugs,
and we planned “cohort enrichment” events that varied from an evening of the great Lutheran
pastime of beer and hymns, to a very nerdy birthday party for yours truly, to an emotional
service of grief for a dear friend who was marking the second anniversary of her mother’s
death.
It had been over a year since I’d gotten to see any of my friends – some I hadn’t seen since
we graduated from seminary! – yet in many ways it was like no time had passed; being with
my friends was the same as it was before. But in many ways, it was also very different. After
fourteen months of isolation and struggle and anxiety and uncertainty, we didn’t want to take a
single moment together for granted. We were intentional about how we used our time –
making sure there was time to learn together, to play together, to sing and pray and study and
relax, to cry and eat and laugh and worship together, to watch and wait and listen for the Spirit
stirring among us. The fact that the Festival of Homiletics was still online actually freed us up
to be creative and to structure our time to focus on what we most wanted and needed, and to
be present with each other in ways we probably wouldn’t have done otherwise. And being
able to voice our grief together brought us closer than ever. I felt especially connected to my
friend grieving the loss of her mother, since I also lost my own mother at a young age.
It was all a powerful reminder of what Paul writes about here in this verse from 2 Corinthians:
that God is continually at work bringing transformation and new life. God delights in bringing
us to life in ways we don’t expect, and often when we least expect it.
This week was also a good reminder that – as we here begin to gather in person again and
our life together starts to look a little more like it did before – in many ways, it will be the same,

just like the good ol’ days; and in many ways it will be different. Time and trauma and
technology have changed the way that we think about what church is and about how we relate
to one another and to our neighbors. In many ways, we have been freed to be creative and to
live out God’s call in ways that make sense for our time and place. And I’m hopeful that our
re-gathering will be time to remember that we don’t just “do” church or “have” church or “go to”
church – we ARE church, whatever form that takes.
And as we start easing into post-pandemic life, there are three things that are often on my
mind: one thing I hope, one thing I wonder, and one thing I know. I hope that, like my
seminary cohort, having experienced the grief and trauma of this year together will bring us
closer together than ever, that we will use these shared experiences to strengthen our
relationships with each other. I wonder how, likewise, we can be intentional about praying and
listening for God’s wisdom as we discern the path forward from here, so that we may step
boldly into God’s future together. And I know that God is eternally faithful. I know that God is
continually creating and recreating – and that even as the old things are passing away, God is
already joyfully at work making all things new.

With hope and gratitude,
Pr. Day

St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting
April 14, 2021
Meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Council President Jalaine Vavricek. Members present were
Pastor Day, Karen Henry, Tracey Kracl, Randy Plummer, Jon Knutson and Rick Fendrick.
Devotion/Prayer: Led by Kracl.
Approval of Minutes: Plummer motion to approve minutes with corrections seconded by Pastor Day.
Motion carried.
Open Forum/Correspondence: None.
Pastor’s Report: Written report by Pastor Day.
 May is St. John’s month to provide volunteers for the food pantry.
 Pastor Day will be gone for quite a bit of May.
President’s Report: Written report by Vavricek.
 Reported to people who were concerned that the informational meeting was approved at the
March meeting.
Christian Ed.: Oral report by Kracl.
 Graduating seniors, Maddie Prochaska and Easton Hall, will be honored in church on April 25 th.
Finance & Stewardship: Written Report by Knutson and Konz.
Property: Oral report by Fendrick.
 Lawn has been mowed and fertilized at church and parsonage.
 Gall’s will be fertilizing this year, at the same rate as the past 3 years.
 The southwest parking lot light needs to be fixed.
Worship & Music: Start having different people read in person at church.
Safe Church: Will meet with Property Committee April 25th @ 10:30 am.
Evangelism & Social Ministry: Written report by Vavricek.
Motion to approve all written and oral report by Plummer, seconded by Henry. Motion carried.
Old Business:
 Council Retreat will be July 26th from 9am – 3pm.
New Business:
 Yard Sale: August 6 – 7.
 Motion to purchase a $30 gift card at Bomgaars, to give to Crystal, for Administrative
Professional Day by Vavricek. Seconded by Fendrick. Motion carried.
 Synod Communications (Walking With Grace and Seeds Monthly)
Executive Session: None.
Next meeting: May 12, 2021 @ 5:30 pm.
Adjournment: Motion to adjourn by Henry, seconded by Plummer. Motion carried.
Secretary Rick A. Fendrick

Reminder:
 Church is now open on Sunday mornings!!! Everyone is encouraged to join us in
person or via Facebook Live every Sunday at 9:30am. Masks are required!
 Even if you’re not on Facebook, you can visit the Virtual Church page on our website
(stjohnslutheranschuyler.org) to find the public link to watch the live video. On
our Virtual Church page, you will also find links to the Digital Bulletin where you can
follow along with worship, as well as announcements and the prayer list, links to
previous videos, and other resources.


We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402352-3550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402615-1485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain.



Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers or removed when
prayers have been answered.



If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle
their name and address.



If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so
we can celebrate you.



St. John’s Reservation Book- If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social
Hall/Classrooms from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the
Church Office to block out your date and times.

Birthdays
2 Betty Herde
Bob Vrba
3 Karen Henry
4 Jim Folken
5 Scott Dubsky
7 Derrick Fendrick
10 Gavin Bywater
19 Sharon Schurman
21 Donna Carney
22 Linda Konz

Anniversaries
3
4
17
20
25
26
29

Dillon & Brittani Swanson
John & Renee Sayer
Richard & Carol Wolta
Andy & Shanda Hall
Tom & Viola Bender
Gary & Tracey Kracl
Mike & Lori Benesch
Randy & Cindy Plummer
Bob & Darli Vrba
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