
  

 

 

 ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER 
   May 2021   

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church   
821 Denver Street   Schuyler, Nebraska 68661  

 402-352-3550  

Email: office.stjohns821@gmail.com 

Web page: stjohnslutheranschuyler.org 

 

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ 

Pastor:  Day Hefner                                              Ministers:  the People 

Church Secretary: Crystal Callahan                                                                                                  Office Hours:      
 Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

 9:00a.m.-12:00p.m. 

 

Important news:  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Pastor Day will be out of town for part of May 

 
Pastor Day will be attending the First Call Theological Education 
conference at the St. Benedict Center May 10-12.  She will be in Illinois 
May 16-21 attending the Festival of Homiletics (a preaching conference) 
and will use additional vacation time to take off the weekend of the 23rd.  
In case of emergency, Pastor Day will be reachable on her cell 
phone (402-369-0279). 
 
After much consideration, due to the challenges of finding pulpit supply to 
preach, lead service, and run the livestream, and to the continued 
unpredictability of the pandemic situation, worship will not be led at St. 
John’s on May 16 and 23.  Instead, Pastor Day will post a list of 
alternative online worship opportunities, as she has done previously, and 
encourages everyone to take advantage of the opportunity to check out 
what some of our sibling congregations are up to. 
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Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness.” Genesis 1:26a 

Seraphs were in attendance above [the Lord]; each had six wings: with 
two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and 

with two they flew. 
And one called to another and said: 

"Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of God’s 
glory." 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
"Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" 

And I said, "Here am I; send me!" 
Isaiah 6:2-3, 8 

 

These verses are from a couple of the readings we sometimes read on Trinity Sunday, which 
always falls on the first Sunday after Pentecost Sunday in the liturgical calendar.  As I look ahead 
over the Sundays of May – the last few Sundays of Easter,  then Pentecost and Trinity – I’ve been 
finding myself reflecting a bit on what it means for us that this festival falls where it does.   
 
If you pay attention to the cycles of the liturgy (or if you’ve ever signed up to change the 
paraments!), you already know that about half the year – Advent through the end of Easter – is full 
of fasts and feasts and solemn days and celebrations that involve lots of color changes from blue to 
white to purple to red, even to black; but once we hit summer, it’s just the long, long green season 
of “Sundays after Pentecost.”  A cynical person might be tempted to assume that this is where the 
church just gave up and assumed that everyone would rather be out playing golf or going fishing 
instead of going to church, haha.  But in truth, there is more to it than that. 
 
Broadly speaking, the first half of the church year – starting with Advent – is about the stories of 
the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ.  Our liturgical life focuses on the wonderful 
and powerful things that God has done through Jesus Christ.  The second half of the church year is 
about the stories of the church.  In that long green season, our liturgical life focuses on the 
wonderful and powerful things that God has done – and is still doing – through the church, the 
body of Christ on earth.  These are the stories of God’s work that are still being written.   
 
Pentecost is the hinge that turns us from one half of the year to the other; we read about how the 
Holy Spirit blew through the assembly with wind and flame, scattering the disciples like seeds to 
grow the church and carry on the mission that Christ started.  And then the very next Sunday is 
Trinity Sunday.  I am sure there are more traditional historical and theological reasons for why this 
is the case.  But what I notice this does is that – as we set out to celebrate the church and the 
ongoing stories of what God is doing in and through us – Trinity Sunday reminds us of who we are 
by pointing us toward the fullness of who God is. 
 
The Trinity is a mystery we will probably never fully understand, but one fundamental thing it does 
tell us about God is that God isn’t a solitary, lonely deity.  God is three-in-one and one-in-three, a 



  

 

 

loving community of persons.  The Trinity is a divine relationship of love – love that gave birth to all 
creation.  And the texts we read on Trinity Sunday – like the ones quoted above – remind us of two 
important things.  Firstly, we are reminded that we are created in the image of this triune God, this 
loving community; we were formed not to be self-contained individuals off on our own, but 
instead were formed for love and relationship with one another.  And secondly, we were created 
not just to be this love, but to share this love, to live it out (see this month’s stewardship article for 
some great ideas for ways to do so this month!).  The powerful love of the Trinity spirals out to 
embrace all of the cosmos, and we are called to be bearers of that love – to let that love burn in us 
so brightly that when God asks, “Whom shall I send?” we will answer, “Here am I; send me!” 

Faithfully,  
Pr. Day  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All Services at 9:30a.m. unless otherwise indicated. 
*We continue to worship primarily online.* 

 

Sunday May 2nd  Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 8:26-40, Psalm 22:25-31, 1 John 4:7-21, John 15:1-8  

 

 Sunday May 9th  Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 10:44-48, Psalm 98, 1 John 5:1-6, John 15:9-17 

 

Sunday May 16th  Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Pastor gone- choose your own worship adventure 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26, Psalm 1, 1 John 5:9-13, John 17:6-19 
 

Sunday May 23rd Day of Pentecost 
Pastor gone- choose your own worship adventure 

Acts 2:1-21, Ezekiel 37:1-14 (alternate), Psalm 104:24-34, 35b, Romans 8:22-27 
Acts 2:1-21 (alternate), John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

 

Sunday May 30th  The Holy Trinity/1st Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 6:1-8, Psalm 29, Romans 8:12-17, John 3:1-17 

 



  

 

 

This Is What I Can Do! 
 

Greetings! I hope this finds everyone looking forward to the 
warm days of summer. First, a quick reminder that being a good 
steward for the earth can be an all year effort. Using less plastic, 
bringing your own bag to stores, recycling, keeping your own 
yard and neighborhood looking good and not littering can go a 
long way to preserving what the Lord has made.   
 
With the Easter season behind us, but the promise of eternal 
life that Easter brings us today and in all the days that are to 
come should leave us with joy in our hearts and thankfulness in our lives. I asked you to 
consider an extra gift to the church in our last newsletter. I am asking again. 

 
I can remember making May Baskets when I was young. I would give many more 
than I received, but that was just fine by me. Maybe we could all consider giving a 
basket to St. John’s even if it means giving more than I might receive. We are close 
to meeting our budget needs, yet we are short. Please consider an extra gift this 
month. 

Money is not the only way one can be a good steward. 

May is St. John’s month to volunteer at Colfax County Food 
Pantry! 

We need volunteers for Wednesdays – May 5, 19, and 26 – from 
around 4:30-6:30/7 to help distribute food to our hungry 

neighbors.  If you’d like to help, but Wednesday evenings don’t 
work for you, please contact Pastor Day, as volunteers are 
sometimes also needed to help unload groceries and pack 

boxes. May 13th is the Mobile Food Pantry. 
 
We would like to thank those of you 
who have volunteered in the past. 

Your generosity has been much 
appreciated. 

Please consider these opportunities, if the times 
work for you. 
 

May the Lord bless you all and keep you safe. 
Finance and Stewardship Team 

Evangelism and Social Ministry Team 



  

 

 

   
Deadline for 

newsletter info 
Please have your  

newsletter info to the 
office by the 22th of 

every month so Crystal 
can make sure to get it all 

in there 

 
 

 

********************************************************** 

The Mission Memorial Fund has available $5,562.32 to be used for missions within 

our congregation, our community or anywhere there is a needed. If you, a team or 

an organization has a mission project in mind please 

apply. Last year $767.78 was awarded to two applications. 

We can make a difference in the lives of those in needed. 

If you wish to apply contact Pastor Day or Jalaine Vavricek 

for an application. 

****************************************************************************** 

 

 

St. John's Women of the ELCA 
"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.” 

All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the 
E.L.C.A. WELCA embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing 
women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.  
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

 May 4th  ~ 1:30p.m.  General Meeting with Bible Study 
 May 25th ~ 1:30p.m. Quilting 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING  
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.” 

May 25, 2021@ 1:30 
Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion 

around the world. 



  

 

 

 
Evangelization: During WWII many churches were 
bombed and destroyed. In one of the churches of 
France, all that remained was a statue of Jesus, 
but the hands had been destroyed. One G.I. wrote 
a sign and put it in front of the statue: “You are 
the hands of Jesus.” We are his hands. We are the 
means through which Jesus reaches out and 
touches others. Share the good news. Share Jesus 
with others. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Synod Assembly 
The Nebraska Synod Assembly is coming up on Saturday, June 5, from 9am-3pm!  Our voting 
members are already registered, but this year’s assembly is going to be a virtual event, and the 
livestream of the assembly will be open to all!  If you have always wondered what goes on at 
Synod Assembly but never had the chance to go, make time to check out the livestream so you 
can get a taste of how we as the Nebraska Synod practice being church together!  You’ll be able 
to find the livestream on the Nebraska Synod’s public facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/NebraskaSynod 
 
 

 

Thank you to those who have 

chosen St. Johns to receive Thrivent 
Choice Dollars. 

Thanks to your generosity we 
received $838.00! 

 
 

 

 
I want to Thank you for the cards I received and the concerns of 
my illness. I appreciate it very much.    

-Pauline Huber 
 

https://www.facebook.com/NebraskaSynod


  

 

 

Three Three-Ingredient Recipes 

 

3 Ingredient Salsa 

Ingredients 
1 can Mexican Stewed Tomatoes    
1 can Rotel Tomatoes 
1/4 cup chopped fresh cilantro (more or less to taste) 
Directions 
1.  Put all three ingredients into a food processor or blender.  
2. Pulse for 20 seconds or until desired consistency.  Pour into a bowl and enjoy! 
 
 
 
 

AVOCADO CHICKEN SALAD 
Make this creamy avocado chicken salad for your quick lunch meal! 

 
INGREDIENTS: 
2 cups shredded chicken (I used rotisserie chicken) 
1 large avocado, cored & chopped 
1/4 cup cilantro, chopped 
DIRECTIONS: 
1.  Add ingredients in a bowl. 
2.  Mash all ingredients with a fork until well combined. 
3.  Add salt & pepper to taste. Serve on bun or croissant. 
 

 

Root Beer Pulled Pork Sandwiches 
These Root Beer Pulled Pork Sandwiches are are great for feeding a crowd. 

Prep Time 5 minutes Cook Time 4 hours Yield 8 servings 

Ingredients 

1 (2 pound) pork 
shoulder 
1 (12 ounce) can of root 
beer 
1 (18 ounce) bottle of 
barbecue sauce 
 
 
 

 

Instructions 

1. Place the pork in a slow cooker and pour the can of root beer over 
the meat. Cover and cook on low for 6 hours or until pork shreds 
easily with a fork. 

2. After pork has cooked, drain and discard the root beer. Shred the 
pork and place it back in the slow cooker. Pour the barbecue sauce 
over the pork and stir to combine. Serve immediately or keep warm 
in slow cooker until ready to serve. Serve on hamburger buns. 

3. For the Instant Pot: Cook on high pressure for about 35 minutes. Let 
pressure release and continue to step two.

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-yZ3we--LKGo/TwPYXR9S-DI/AAAAAAAAAgI/MN5fos_7Xqs/s1600/Salsa1.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-y8aHC2XCZ2w/TwPZ57_iXDI/AAAAAAAAAgU/biAC460_U_o/s1600/Salsa2.jpg


  

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
March 10, 2021 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Council President Jalaine Vavricek. Members present were 
Randy Plummer, Karen Henry, John Sayer, Jon Knutson, Pastor Day and Rick Fendrick. Tracy Kracl by phone. 
Devotion/Prayer: Fendrick led the council in prayer. 
Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve minutes with corrections by Knutson, seconded by Plumber. Motion 
carried. 
Open Forum/Correspondence: Thank You from Synod for Mission Sharing. 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Day provided a written report. 
President’s Report: A written report by Vavricek. 
Team Reports: Vavricek gave a written report. 
Christian Ed.: Written report by Kracl. 
Finance & Stewardship: A written report was given by Knutson and Larry Konz. 
Property: Fendrick gave an oral report. 

 Furnace filter has been changed at parsonage. 

 Batteries need to be changed in some of the emergency lights. 
Worship & Music: Planning for Holy Week. 
Safe Church: Needs to meet with Property. 
Evangelism & Social Ministry: Vavricek provided a written report. 
Motion to approve all written and oral reports by Henry, seconded by Pastor Day. Motion carried. 
Old Business:  

 Should Have Been Shove Tuesday Pancake Feed will be March 21st 11:00 am – 2:00 pm. 
Old Business (Cont.): 

 Still need a second delegate for Synod Assembly. 

 Council Retreat: Will try for Monday July 26th, if not then Tuesday July 27th. Will be at the St. Benedict 
Center. 

New Business: 

 Checking about Covid precautions and worship. 
o Current Covid Strategy for St. John’s. 
o Thoughts about in person worship. 
o Rolling positive test rate of 12% or under. 
o 10 days out of 14 under 12% will trigger us to have in person service. 
o If we would have 10 days out of 14 above 12% then we would go back to virtual services. 
o Should start in person services on Holy Week. 

Motion to use matrix to determine in person worship by Knutson, seconded by Fendrick. Motion carried. 

 Informational meeting: To let LCMC and ELCA meet at St. John’s. 
Executive Session: Motion by Plummer, seconded by Pastor Day. Entered executive session at 6:25 pm. 
Motion to leave executive session by Knutson, seconded by Plummer. Left executive session at 7:00 pm. 
Motion by Vavricek to approve an informational meeting with representatives from the Lutheran Church in 
Mission for Christ (LCMC) and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), to conduct an informational 
meeting at St. John’s. Seconded by Fendrick. Motion carried. 
 
Next Meeting: April 14, 2021 @ 5:30 pm. 
 
Adjournment: Motion to adjourn by Plummer, seconded by Pastor Day. Motion carried. 

 



  

 

 

Reminder: 

 We continue to worship primarily online on Sunday mornings as Covid case numbers 
continue to fluctuate.  Everyone is encouraged to join us via Facebook Live every 
Sunday at 9:30am.  Even if you’re not on Facebook, you can visit the Virtual 
Church page on our website (stjohnslutheranschuyler.org) to find the public link to 
watch the live video. 
 

 On our Virtual Church page, you will also find links to the Digital Bulletin where you can 
follow along with worship, as well as announcements and the prayer list, links to 
previous videos, and other resources. 

 

 We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-      
352-3550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-
615-1485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain. 
 

 Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers  or removed when 
prayers have been answered. 

 

 If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle 
their name and address. 

 

 If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so 
we can celebrate you. 

 

 St. John’s Reservation Book- If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social 
Hall/Classrooms from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the 
Church Office to block out your date and times. 

 

    Birthdays                       
 17 Pastor Day Hefner 
 18 ViviAnne Sayer 
 19 Harold Drueppel 
 29 Logan Nelson 
 31 Viola Bender   
  Diane Fendrick  

  

  Anniversaries 
 14 Adrian & Janelle Rocha 
 17 Rick & Diane Fendrick 
 24 Larry & Linda Konz 
  

http://stjohnslutheranschuyler.org/


  

 

 

 

    
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

             1 

2 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

 
 

Stay Home & 
Stay Safe. 

 WELCA Bible 
Study 

1:30p.m. 
. 

  

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

9 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

10 

 
11 12 13  Schuyler 

Ministerial 
Assoc.9:00a.m. 
 

 

14 15 

 

Service of Holy 
Communion 
@10:30a.m. 

 
Stay Home & 

Stay Safe. 

  Church 
Council 
Meeting 
5:30p.m. 

Mobile Food 
Bank 
4:30p.m. 
Setup @2:30/3pm 
Oak Ballroom 

  

16 
 

17 18 
 

 

19 
 

20 
 

21 22 

choose your 
own worship 

adventure 
 

   
 

   

23 
 

24 
 
 

25 26 27 

 
28 29 

choose your 
own worship 

adventure 
 

 WELCA-
Quilting 
1:30p.m. 

 

 
 
 

   

30 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

31   
 

   

 
 

Stay Home & 
Stay Safe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 


