
  

 

 

 ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER 
   April 2021   

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church   
821 Denver Street   Schuyler, Nebraska 68661  

 402-352-3550  

Email: office.stjohns821@gmail.com 

Web page: stjohnslutheranschuyler.org 

 

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ 

Pastor:  Day Hefner                                              Ministers:  the People 

Church Secretary: Crystal Callahan                                                                                                  Office Hours:      
 Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

 9:00a.m.-12:00p.m. 

 
All Services at 9:30a.m. unless otherwise indicated. 

 

*We continue to worship primarily online.* 
 

Sunday March 28th  Palm Sunday 
Mark 11:1-11, Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 31:9-16, Philippians 2:5-11, Mark 14:1--15:47 

 

Thursday April 1st  Maundy Thursday 7:00p.m. 
Exodus 12:1-14, Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

 

Friday April 2nd  Good Friday 7:00p.m. 
 Isaiah 52:13--53:12, Psalm 22, Hebrews 10:16-25, John 18:1--19:42 

 

Sunday April 4th  Easter Sunday 
Acts 10:34-43, Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24, 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, Mark 16:1-8 

 

Sunday April 11th  Second Sunday of Easter 
Acts 4:32-35, Psalm 133, 1 John 1:1--2:2, John 20:19-31 

 

Sunday April 18th  Third Sunday of Easter 
Acts 3:12-19, Psalm 4, 1 John 3:1-7, Luke 24:36b-48 

 

Sunday April 25th  Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 4:5-12, Psalm 23, 1 John 3:16-24, John 10:11-18 
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Important news:  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Pastor Day will be taking some time off 
after Easter on April 5-7 and 12. 

 
 

 

NEW Secretary Spring/Summer 
Hours: 

Crystal will now be in the office 
Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday 

9:00a.m.-12:00p.m.(noon) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 

St. John's Women of the ELCA 
"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.” 

All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA 
embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith 
in Jesus Christ.  
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

 April 6th  ~ 1:30p.m.  General Meeting with Bible Study 
 April 27th ~ 1:30p.m. Quilting 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING  
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.” 

April 27, 2020@ 1:30 
Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion around the 

world. 

Schuyler Fish Fries 
April 2nd – Schuyler Eagles Club (5p.m.-8p.m.) 

Meals:  Adult: $12 Children: $6 

*Dine in and carry-out available at the Eagles Club. 

********************************************************** 

The Mission Memorial Fund has available $5,562.32 to be used for missions within our 

congregation, our community or anywhere there is a needed. If you, 

a team or an organization has a mission project in mind please 

apply. Last year $767.78 was awarded to two applications. We can 

make a difference in the lives of those in needed. If you wish to 

apply contact Pastor Day or Jalaine Vavricek for an application. 

****************************************************************************** 

Graduating Seniors: 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Christian Education Committee will recognize our 2021 graduating high 
school seniors. Date of Recognition will be Sunday, April 25th.  This year we have 2 students 
who will be graduating from High School from St. John‘s Lutheran Church. 
 

Easton Hall will graduate from Schuyler Central High School and will be 
attending Peru State College in Peru, NE majoring in Radiological Technology.   

 
Madelyn Prochaska will graduate from Schuyler Central High School and will attend 
Wayne State College in Wayne, NE majoring in Education.   
 

We wish Easton and Madelyn much success during their college years and hope they will 
come and attend Worship Service at St. John’s Lutheran Church when they are back in the 

Schuyler area. 



  

 

 

Rick & I would like to Thank everyone who helped in any way 

with the Should Have Been Shrove Tuesday Pancake 

Supper!!!!!! 

 

 

 Thank you to the 22 volunteers who donated their time to working     

before, during and after the Pancake Supper!! Thank you to 8 

individuals that worked both shifts and those that stayed to clean the 

grill and clean the kitchen since we didn‘t have a clean-up crew!! Thank 

you to Sharon Schurman for getting $250 through “Thrivent Action 

Team Project” to help with getting the food needed for the Shrove 

Tuesday Pancake Supper!! Thank you to the Nelson family for their 

food donation above the $250 from Thrivent Action Team Project!!!! 

We had a member make a generous donation to pay for the Faltin 

Sausages!! That helped keep our expenses down and we had a greater 

profit!! Thank you to Crystal Callahan for the many fliers and order 

forms she made!!! Thank you all for making this fundraiser a success!! 

Thank you to Rick Fendrick for picking up and taking back the griddle 

to Loup Power District!! Thank you to John Sayer for cleaning the 

griddle following the Pancake Supper!! Cleaning and re-seasoning the 

griddle takes a lot of time. Thank you to everyone who helped clean 

up after the Pancake Supper!! Thanks again!! 

With the CoronaVirus, our Should Have Been Shrove Pancake 

Feed was Drive Thru on Sun. Mar 21, 2021. We sold 105 meals!! 

We had a surge of people from 11-12 noon, but we got everyone 

fed. Meals were $735.00. Door Donations $190.00. Food donations 

were $115.00. Donations before the Should Have Been Shrove 

Pancake Feed were $417.50 for a total income of $1,457.50. 

Expense were Colored Copy Paper, $10.64; Roaster Liners $3.53 & 

Faltin‘s Meat Market $203.68. Expenses were $217.85. Proceeds 

are $1,239.65 to St. John‘s Lutheran Evangelism and Social 

Ministry programs. 

Mark your calendar next year for March 1, 2022 for the Shrove 

Tuesday Pancake Supper!!! 

Rick & Diane Fendrick 



  

 

 

Greetings from a member of the finance and Stewardship Committee 
 

During this Easter season, I would ask you to meditate on the meaning of 

Easter and to consider what a gift Easter is to us all.  Easter is the 
foundation of our Christian faith. Jesus was given to us all, suffering and 
conquering death so that we may have eternal life.  Our call as followers of 
Christ is to live our lives in response to that incredible gift. 
 
There are so many ways we can do this, and of course one of the most 
important ways is through our stewardship of money.  God so loved us by the gift of his son, an 
example of our love could be a financial gift to support God’s work.  We can be a blessing to our 
church, our mission and our neighbor by making a financial gift to St. John’s.  If we need a reason to 
give we would be wise to remember that God first loved us. We have been blessed with his love, his 
forgiveness and his promise of heaven.  If we have love in our heart we can give of our time, our 
possessions and of our financial assets. 
 
This is also the spring season. We can be good stewards toward God’s world in so many ways in 
our community and nation.  We can always donate to worthy environmental groups. But, we 
can also clean our own yards, neighborhoods, and community.  Take a walk and pick up trash.    
We can plant trees, flowers and gardens. 

 
The Schuyler Community Garden is located at the Methodist Church.  You can 
register for a plot(s) at our public library.  There are informal sessions offered 
to assist the garden newcomer. Come claim your plot on Wednesday April 
7th from 11:00-1:00 and 4:00 to 6:00, also Saturday April 10 at 11:00. 
Informational flyers are located in places around town.  There will also be 

help and work sessions throughout the season. 
 
We can also be good stewards by involving ourselves in one of numerous volunteer 
activities and possibilities in Schuyler.  The food pantry and mobile food pantry are two 
examples where someone could volunteer. The rail side green is always in need of help. 
Walk the trails in town or in your neighborhoods and pick up trash! 
 

Recycling our waste is a great way to be a good steward! Doing your part to reduce your 
carbon footprint could be your beginning effort at caring and helping our planet. Save those 
plastic bags to be reused or bring them to church for future use.   

 
Whether we gather in person or simply pray and reflect, the blessings we have are 
considerable compared to so many around the world and even in our community.  If you drew 
a picture of a heart, and placed a list of things you are thankful for, would you have enough 
room? 
 
 

Thank you all for your faithful stewardship, financial contributions, prayers 

and support of St. John’s. 



  

 

 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, wheat that in dark earth many 
days has lain; love lives again, that with the dead has been; love is come again like 
wheat a-rising green. When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, your touch 

can call us back to life again; fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 
love is come again like wheat a-rising green.                 -Now the Green Blade Rises, 

ELW 379 (v1,4) 
 
 

Back in March, at one of our Tuesday text studies, some of my area clergy colleagues and 
I were talking about the end of winter – giving thanks for warmer weather especially 
after all the frigid cold we got in February.  However, a couple of my colleagues were a 
little less thankful that the warming temperatures were melting the sparkling white 
blanket of snow that had covered their yard – because what the melting snow revealed 
beneath was not very pretty.  Not only did it reveal the dingy, drab muddiness that is the 
hallmark of early spring, but it also revealed what a popular – ahem – rest stop their yard 
is for a number of the neighborhood dogs.  Put plainly, they were discovering that the 
end of winter had revealed a lot of crap. 
 
Early spring can be a fickle and hard season to love – it doesn’t have the lush green 
loveliness of summer or the gorgeous colors of fall or even the cold, sparkling beauty of 
winter.  It’s the season of wind and rain and mud.  (It’s also the season that DST makes us 
get up an hour earlier, yuck!)  But I love that it is also the season of potential and of 
promise.  There is magic in that mud – the raw, creative power to make tiny things grow 
into marvelous things, if planted and given the chance.  It thrills me every year without 
fail when I catch a glimpse of the first trees budding out, of those first green blades rising 
from the soil – because buried in that soil, even among the dog poop and mud, are seeds 
of hope. 
 
It’s one of the reasons I love this hymn so much.  “Now the Green Blade Rises” is my 
favorite Easter hymn; I love the way that the author uses this language of planting and 
growing and the cycles of the earth to talk about the death and resurrection of Christ.  
After his crucifixion – “love by hatred slain” – Jesus is “laid in the earth, like grain that 
sleeps unseen”; and then, “forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain.”  And likewise, 
the soil in which Jesus is planted is not exactly pretty.  Jesus lived a life of preaching and 
teaching justice and mercy and peace.  But his love for the world was like the spring sun 
melting the snow, revealing the ugliness underneath – the selfishness and violence of 
humanity that led to his brutal death on the cross.  Yet even planted in that ugly soil, God 
managed to bring forth abundant life, even out of death. 
 



  

 

 

It makes me feel a little more hopeful as I wonder what God will bring forth out of this 
difficult time.  A year of pandemic has been a little bit like melting snow, revealing some 
of the ugliness underneath.  It’s revealed the deep and bitter divisions in our 
communities and our nation; it’s revealed our sense of impatience and selfishness and 
apathy toward our neighbor; it’s revealed the ways that love of lesser things – like a 
building or a particular way of worshiping – has crept into the spaces in our hearts that 
should belong to Christ alone.  
 
But in God’s hands, this soil bears that same creative 
potential to bring forth new life – if we are willing to 
let ourselves be sown like seeds to die and rise again 
to new life in Christ.  Even in a year that has been so 
marked by illness and death, the hope and promise 
of Easter remain as strong as they have ever been.  
Though our hearts may be wintry, grieving, in pain, 
or in any other condition, I have faith that God’s 
touch can – and will – call us back to life again.  Christ 
is risen, my friends, and love is come again – like 
wheat a’rising green.  
 

With resurrection hope, Pr. Day 
 

 
Opportunity to Serve........ 

On Saturday, June 5, 2021 the Nebraska Synod will host the Assembly live 
online. We are looking for one additional delegate to be part of this virtual meeting with 

Pastor Day and Jon Knutson. With pray, please consider being our delegate. If you are 
willing, contact Pastor Day or Jalaine Vavricek. More details will be available on the synod 

website starting in 2021. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



  

 

 

 
St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting 

February 10, 2021 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:31 pm by Council President Jalaine Vavricek. Members 
present were: Jon Knutson, Tracey Kracl, Randy Plumber, Pastor Day and Rick Fendrick. Absent: 
Karen Henry. 
Devotion/Prayer: Knutson led the council in prayer. 
Approval of Minutes: Motion by Knutson, seconded by Kracl with corrections. Motion carried. 

 Thank You for Schuyler School Nurses for Vision Screener. 

 Letter of Thank You from Denise Kracl. 
Pastor’s Report: Written report by Pastor Day. 

 Vision Screener has been delivered to Schuyler Schools. 

 Mobile food bank will be February 18th. Help will be needed. 
President’s Report: A written report was submitted by Vavricek. 
Christian Ed.: Vavricek gave a written report. 

 Training Disciples for youth has been postponed for the time being. 
Finance & Stewardship: Larry Konz provided a written report. 

 St. John’s would not qualify for the 2nd round of PPP Loan. 
Property: Fendrick gave an oral report. 

 Broken window latches have been replaced at church. 

 Furnace filters have been changed at church. 
Worship & Music: Music is being selected by Chrissi Bywater. 
Evangelism & Social Ministry: Written report by Vavricek. 
Motion to approve all written and oral reports by Plummer, seconded by Kracl. Motion carried. 
Old Business:  

 Safe Church & Property Committees need to meet. 

 Beef loins in freezer at church will be auctioned off online. Will be available for 2 weeks. 
Old Business (Cont.):  

 Immanuel Vision. 

 Shrove Pancake Supper has been postponed due to COLD weather. 
New Business: 

 Mutual Ministry meeting Sunday March 14th @ 10:30 am. 

 Second delegate for Synod Assembly is needed. June 5th. 

 Changes to Committee / Teams. 

 Council Retreat. July?  Last wk. 25th – 31st. 
Executive Session: None 
Next meeting: March 10, 2021 @ 5:30 pm. 
Adjournment: Kracl motioned to adjourn, Knutson seconded. Motion carried. Meeting 
adjourned at 6:25 pm. 



  

 

 

    
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

Thursday 
Friday Saturday 

              28 
 

    29 
 

30  31 1   2  3 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 
Stay Home & 

Stay Safe. 

 WELCA-
Quilting 
1:30p.m. 

 

  
 

Service @ 
7:00p.m. 

 
 

Service @ 
7:00p.m. 

 

4 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

5  6     
 
 

7     8    Schuyler 
Ministerial 

Assoc.9:00a.m. 
 

 

9 10 

 
 

 
 

Stay Home & 
Stay Safe. 

 WELCA Bible 
Study 

1:30p.m. 
Christian Ed 

Meeting5:30p
m. 

  

Training 
Disciples 
Kids: 
6:30p.m. 

 
 

Mobile Food 
Bank 
4:30p.m. 
Setup @2:30/3pm 
Oak Ballroom 

  

11 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

12 

PASTOR 
DAY OFF 

13  
 

 

14 Church 
Council 
Meeting 
5:30pm 

 

 

15 
 

Evangelism & 
Social Ministry 

16 17  

 
 
 
 

Stay Home & 
Stay Safe. 

  Training 
Disciples 
Kids: 
6:30p.m. 

 

Meeting 

5:30pm 

  

18 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

19 
 
 

20 21  

Training 
Disciples 

22   
 

23 24 

Service of Holy 
Communion 
@10:30a.m. 

 
Stay Home & 

Stay Safe. 

  
 

Kids: 
 6:30p.m. 

 
 
 

   

25 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

      26 
 

27 
 

28 

Training 
Disciples 

29 30   

 
Recognition 
for our H.S. 

Seniors 
Stay Home & 

Stay Safe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCA-
Quilting 
1:30p.m. 

 

Kids: 
 6:30p.m. 

 

   



  

 

 

Reminder: 

 We continue to worship primarily online on Sunday mornings as Covid case numbers 
continue to fluctuate.  Everyone is encouraged to join us via Facebook Live every 
Sunday at 9:30am.  Even if you’re not on Facebook, you can visit the Virtual 
Church page on our website (stjohnslutheranschuyler.org) to find the public link to 
watch the live video. 
 

 On our Virtual Church page, you will also find links to the Digital Bulletin where you can 
follow along with worship, as well as announcements and the prayer list, links to 
previous videos, and other resources. 

 

 We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-      
352-3550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-
615-1485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain. 
 

 Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers  or removed when 
prayers have been answered. 

 

 If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle 
their name and address. 

 

 If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so 
we can celebrate you. 

 

 St. John’s Reservation Book- If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social 
Hall/Classrooms from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the 
Church Office to block out your date and times. 

 

   Birthdays                       
  16 Auston Hall 
  17 Brayden Rocha   
  18 Monica Hull 
  21 Sharan Stoltenberg 
  23 Lori Benesch 
  24 Ashley Zastera 
  30 Layne Tielbar 
 

  Anniversaries 
  

http://stjohnslutheranschuyler.org/

