
  

 

 

ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER 
January 2021 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  
821 Denver Street   Schuyler, Nebraska 68661 

402-352-3550  

Email: office.stjohns821@gmail.com 

Web page: stjohnslutheranschuyler.org 

 

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ 
Pastor:  Day Hefner                                              Ministers:  the People 

January Assignments                                                                                Church Secretary: Crystal Callahan 
Green Team:                                                                                 Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:30a.m.-1:00p.m. 

Important news: 
 

If you are the treasurer of an organization or committee, please let Steve Nelson know as soon 

as possible that your financial books are ready to be audited.  The audit team needs to audit your 

books before the reports are due on January 17th. 

 

Any and all reports for the annual meeting should be submitted to the 
church office before January 17th! 

Your typed report should be emailed to office.stjohns821@gmail.com and 
stjohns821@gmail.com. Having reports in on time helps to make sure that everything 
that needs to go into the booklet gets into the booklet- Thanks for your cooperation! 
 

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 31st following 

worship. A quorum of active voting members is needed to conduct business. We will approve 

minutes of past meetings, reports, and the 2021 budget. If you have an item to 

be placed on the agenda, contact Pastor Day or Jalaine Vavricek before January 17th! 

 

We will be meeting remotely over Zoom, just like we did for the meetings in October and 

December.  Everyone may join either by phone call or by video conference. 

               To join by phone, call 1-312-626-6799 

 When prompted, enter the code 904-142-6319, followed by the pound sign (#) 

 Hit pound (#) again to skip the next question 

To join by video conference, please visit the Virtual Church page on our 

website.  Pastor Day will post the information and the link to join shortly before 

worship on that Sunday. 

 

mailto:office.stjohns821@gmail.com


  

 

 

Opportunity to Serve........ 
 
 

The Christian Education Team is looking for someone to serve as its treasurer.  If you are able to be the team's 
treasurer, please contact Lori Benesch or Karen Henry.  The team is also asking if you would serve as a teacher 
or helper for Training Disciples for our two elementary students.   Classes will be held January 6th, 13th, & 
20th, February 3rd, 10th, & 17th and March 3rd, 10th, 17th, & 24th.  We are very flexible with any help we may 
receive.  Contact Lori or Jalaine.   
 

On Saturday, June 5, 2021 the Nebraska Synod will host the Assembly live online. We are looking for one 
additional delegate to be part of this virtual meeting with Pastor Day and Jon Knutson. With pray, please 
consider being our delegate. If you are willing, contact Pastor Day or Jalaine Vavricek. More details will be 
available on the synod website starting in 2021.  

Calling all food pantry 
volunteers! 

St. John’s has been signed up to provide 

volunteers to help run the food pantry for 

the months of January, May, and 

September in 2021.  We’ll need folks to 

sign up to help out with distribution on 

Wednesday evenings, and potentially to 

help out with packing boxes on Monday afternoons.  You can sign up 

for January shifts now (January 6, 20, 27) on our website, or just 

talk to Pastor Day! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

St. John's Women of the ELCA 
"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.” 

All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA 
embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith 
in Jesus Christ.  
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 January 5th  ~ 1:30p.m.  General Meeting with Bible Study 
 January 23rd ~ NSWO Virtual Winter Retreat 
 January 26th ~ 1:30p.m. Quilting 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING  
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.” 

January 26, 2021 
Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion around the 

world. 



  

 

 

On December 13th, the congregation held elections. Elected to the Church Council 

were Rick Fendrick and Jon Knutson for one year to complete a term. Elected for a two 
year term were Tracey Kracl and Randy Plummer. Elected for a one year term to the 

Nominating Committee were Diane Fendrick, Steve Nelson, and John Sayer. Steve Nelson 
was also elected to the Audit Committee for a three year term. Jon Knutson will be one of 

our delegates to Synod Assembly virtually on June 5th. We are praying that someone will 

come forward to be a second delegate. Thank you  to this year's nominating committee of 

Mike Benesch, Vicky Borman, and Steve Nelson.  
 

Thank you to all who helped make the 2020 holiday fair a successful 

event.  The weather was on our side and drive through style did not hinder our success.  14 
roasters of soup were made which equivalents to approximately 308 quarts of soup.  Most of 
these were sold by the end of the day.  Preliminary results show that over $4700 was raised 
after expenses.  If anyone has suggestions or comments, please give them to Chellee Nelson 
via mailbox at church, email or text.  Again, thanks to all of you that contributed your time, 
talent or gave a financial donation to this cause. 
 

A special Thank you  to Chellee Nelson for making the Holiday Fair a successful event 

this year; against the odds of a pandemic and a hurt foot!  The to-go style and online bidding 

were a huge hit. Thank you Chellee for all your hard work!!! 
 
 

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Holiday Fair 2020 

     
Income: 

Soup Sales and Prize 
Drawing Tickets $2,904.00 

 

 

Soup, Meat, Drawing & 
Silent Auction Donations $1,505.00 

 

 
Silent Auction $1,400.00 

 

 
Cash from Cash Boxes $400.00 

 Total Income…………….. 
 

$6,209.00 
 

     
Expense: 

Meal and Soup 
Supplies** $0.00 

 

 

Drawing & Silent Auction 
Items $635.31 

 

 
Advertising & Postage $25.00 

 

 
Cash for Cash Boxes $400.00 

 Total Expense…………. 
 

$1,060.31 
 

     Net Revenue…………….. 
 

$5,148.69 
 

     **A Thrivent Action Team Giftcard of $250 was applied for Meal and Soup 
Supply Expenses 

     
Respectively submitted,  

   
Larry Konz, Church Treasurer 

   
      



  

 

 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?  

For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 
Matthew 2:1-2 

 
As I write these words, it is late December and the conjunction of the planets Jupiter and Saturn can still 
be seen shining up in the night sky.  I have no idea whether this rare cosmic phenomenon bears any 
resemblance to the star of Bethlehem that the Magi followed two thousand years ago – as many have 
been quick to suggest – but it does, perhaps, evoke a little bit of that sense of wonder that the wise 
men must have felt beholding that star all those years ago.  What a wild thing to have happen!  One 
minute you’re chilling in Persia, going about your Magi business (whatever that is), when suddenly you 
notice this bright, massive star in the sky!  And wilder still, you feel this strange urge to follow.  So you 
gather up some of your wise friends and journey west – not knowing exactly where you’re going, nor 
what you’ll find when you get there. 
 
This past year of 2020 has felt in some ways like a year of following strange stars.  We’ve journeyed into 
a digital wilderness of worship and bible study via Facebook Live, a virtual Holiday Fair, with messages of 
love taped to our windows while we celebrate Holy Communion on the lawn.  I’ve followed many 
strange stars of YouTube tutorials about livestreaming and fixing audio issues, haha.  And of course 
there have been entire constellations of conflicting information about pandemic preparedness that we 
have all gone cross-eyed trying to follow.   
 
What a long and strange journey it has been so far.  Yet even in the midst of confusion and 
disappointment and change, Christ has been here with us through it all.  In the last year we continued to 
develop our Training Disciples program, showing our commitment to following the path of discipleship, 
even when guided by strange stars.  And what a delight it has proven to be to see the dozens and 
dozens of views our worship and bible study videos get on Facebook every single week – especially 
when those views have come from beloved members of our community whom we haven’t gotten to see 
in a while.  As odd and at times uncomfortable and isolating as it has been, how wonderful it is too that 
we have this technology that enables us to keep in touch with one another.  And how empowering to 
know that we have the creativity and resilience and flexibility to take a *global pandemic* in stride and 
keep on striving to follow Christ in our daily lives as a congregation! 
 
And now 2021 already promises to set us off on new journeys, following new stars.  There is the 
promise of a vaccine around the corner, which – God willing – will help our lives open up again and 
allow us to gather once more face to face in celebration.  And I pray – as I’m sure you do too – that this 
year will see us starting on a journey back home, to the end of our pandemic exile.  As difficult a year as 
2020 has been, it has also broadened our horizons somewhat for what is possible for our ministry – 
especially with the aid of technology – and I am genuinely looking forward with anticipation to see what 
the ministry will look like that God is leading us into.   
 
So much is up in the air still.  There’s no way to know exactly where we’re going, nor what exactly we’ll 
find when we get there.  But we know that if we follow the stars God sends us, not only will we find 
Christ beneath them, but we know he’ll be with us every step of the way. 
 



  

 

 

So grab your friends – wise and otherwise – and let’s start off on this journey of 2021 and see where 
Christ will lead us this time. 
 
Faithfully,  
Pr. Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All Services at 9:30a.m. unless otherwise indicated. 

We continue to worship primarily online. 

 

Sunday January 3rd  Service of Lessons and Carols 

Isaiah 9:2-7, Micah 5:2-5a, Luke 1:26-35, 38, Luke 2:1-7, Luke 2:8-16, Luke 2:21-36, 

Matthew 2:1-11, Matthew 2:13-18, John 1:1-14 

 

Wednesday January 6th  Epiphany of Our Lord 

Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Sunday January 10th  Baptism of Our Lord 

Genesis 1:1-5, Psalm 29, Acts 19:1-7, Mark 1:4-11 

 

Sunday January 17th  Second Sunday after Epiphany 

1 Samuel 3:1-20, Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18, 1 Corinthians 6:12-20, John 1:43-51 

 

Sunday January 24th  Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10, Psalm 62:5-12, 1 Corinthians 7:29-31, Mark 1:14-20 

 

Sunday January 31st  Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20, Psalm 111, 1 Corinthians 8:1-13, Mark 1:21-28 



  

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Congregational Council Meeting 
November 11, 2020 

The meeting was called to order at 5:32 pm by Council President Jalaine Vavricek. Members present were: John 

Sayer, Jon Knutson, Rick Fendrick, Chellee Nelson (by phone) Pastor Day. Absent was Karen Henry. Guest: Larry 

Konz. 

Devotion/Prayer: by Sayer 

Approval of Minutes: Motion by Pastor Day, seconded by Nelson. Motion carried. 

Open Forum/Correspondence: None. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Day provided a written report. Communion will be on Sunday Nov. 15th. 

President’s Report: A written report was given by Vavricek.  

Christian Ed.: Written report was submitted by Vavricek. 

Finance & Stewardship: Larry Konz gave a written report. 

Property: Written report given by Fendrick.  

Worship & Music: Music for worship is being selected by Chrissi Bywater. 

Evangelism & Social Ministry: Written report by Vavricek. 

Motion to accept all reports by Fendrick, seconded by Sayer. Motion carried. 

Old Business:  

 Safe Church teams need to meet. 

 Holiday Fair needs to expand Advertizing. 

 Date for elections: Dec 13th by Zoom and telephone, followed by written ballad. Motion by Vavricek, 

seconded by Pastor Day. Motion carried 

New Business: 

 Sayer’s motioned to appoint Steve Nelson to replace Bob Svobota on the nominating committee, 

seconded by Nelson. 

 Vavricek motioned and Pastor Day seconded to increase the secretary’s wages to $15 per hour and 

organist’s to $25 per playing. 

 Motion by Knutson and seconded by Fendrick to give employees a $50 gift card for Christmas. 

 All motions were carried. 

Executive Session: None 

Next meeting December 9, 2020 @ 5:30 pm. 

Adjournment: Motion by Sayer, seconded by Pastor Day. Motion carried. Adjourned at 6:30 pm. 



  

 

 

Reminder: 

 
 We continue to worship primarily online on Sunday mornings as Covid case numbers 

continue to fluctuate.  Everyone is encouraged to join us via Facebook Live every 
Sunday at 9:30am.  Even if you’re not on Facebook, you can visit the Virtual 
Church page on our website (stjohnslutheranschuyler.org) to find the public link to 
watch the live video. 
 

 On our Virtual Church page, you will also find links to the Digital Bulletin where you can 
follow along with worship, as well as announcements and the prayer list, links to 
previous videos, and other resources. 

 

 We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-      
352-3550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-
615-1485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain. 
 

 Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers  or removed when 
prayers have been answered. 

 

 If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle 
their name and address. 

 

 If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so 
we can celebrate you. 

 

 St. John’s Reservation Book- If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social 
Hall/Classrooms from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the 
Church Office to block out your date and times. 

 

Birthdays 
 

3 Darli Vrba     
4 Janelle Rocha      
5 Gavin Nelson     
16 Rylan Nelson   
20 Michael Swanson     
28 Mark Hartman 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://stjohnslutheranschuyler.org/


  

 

 

   
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

       

3 Worship 
at 9:30a.m. 

4  

food pantry 
shift_packing 

 

5 Christian Ed 
Meeting 
5:30pm 

6  

 
7 8 9 

 
 
 
 

Stay Home & 
Stay Safe. 

 WELCA- 
General Meeting 

& Bible Study 
1:30p.m. 

 

Training 
Disciples  

Elem. 6:30pm 

 

food pantry shift 

Schuyler 
Ministerial 
Association 

Meeting 
9am 

  

10 Worship 
at 9:30a.m. 

11 12 13 

Training 
Disciples 

14 15 16 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Stay Home & 

Stay Safe. 

  Elementary 
6:30p.m. 
 
Church Council 
Meeting 5:30pm 

Mobile Food 
Bank 4:30p.m. 
Setup @2:30/3pm 

Oak Ballroom 

 Last Minute 
to get in 
Annual 

Report!!! 

17 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

18 
food pantry 
shift_packing 

 

19 
 

20  

Training 
Disciples 

21 22 23 

Annual Reports 
Due!!! 

 
Stay Home & 

Stay Safe. 

  Elementary 
6:30p.m. 
 
food pantry shift 
  

Evangelism & 
Social Ministry 

Meeting 
5:30pm 

 WELCA- 
NSWO Virtual 

Retreat 

24 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 
 

25 
food pantry 
shift_packing 

 

26 27  

 
28   
 

29 30 

 
 
 

Stay Home & 
Stay Safe. 

 WELCA-
Quilting 
1:30p.m. 

 
 

 

 
 

food pantry shift 

 

   

31 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   

Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting10:30am 

 

Stay Home & 
Stay Safe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     



  

 

 

We would like you to "Check In"!  Knowing that 2020 has not gone how any of us imagined it would, we 
want to take a moment to invite you to "Check In" and share with us how you are doing.  We have all been 
struggling with technology and long to be together again at church.  You will help us understand what is good 
or not by giving us your thoughts to the questions below.  

 

1.  Are you able to access worship and other resources on St. John's website?   
 
 
 
2.  Have you been participating in worship and/or bible study online?  If not, why not? 
 
 
 
 
3.  Have you participated in one of our communion services?  If not, why not? 
 
 
 
 
4.  What is working for you as a church during the pandemic? 
 
 
 
 
5.  What isn't working so well for you? 
 
 
 
 
6.  How have you been blessed during the pandemic? 
 
 
 
 
7.  What can we do to support you?  Name________________ 
 
 
 
 
Anything else?  other comments, facts, opinions, or ideas you would like us to hear can be included on 
the back. Please be so kind to return your response to the church's email address or mail your response to the 
church or place your response in the box in the Narthex.  We appreciate the time you have taken to "Check In" 
and pray that God will bless you in the New Year. 



  

 

 

 

 


