ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER
February 2021
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
821 Denver Street Schuyler, Nebraska 68661
402-352-3550
Email: office.stjohns821@gmail.com
Web page: stjohnslutheranschuyler.org

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ
Pastor: Day Hefner
February Assignments
Green Team:

Ministers: the People
Church Secretary: Crystal Callahan
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:30a.m.-1:00p.m.

Important news:

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held THIS SUNDAY, January 31st
following worship. We will approve minutes of past meetings, reports, and the 2021 budget.
We will be meeting remotely over Zoom. You may join by phone call or by video conference.
To join by phone, call 1-312-626-6799
 When prompted, enter the code 904-142-6319, followed by the pound sign (#)
 Hit pound (#) again to skip the next question
To join by video conference, please visit the Virtual Church page on our website. Pastor Day
will post the information and the link to join shortly before worship on that Sunday.

The 2021 Directory and Yearbook will be completed by
the end of February. Before it is printed, we need any
changes to your mailing address, phone number, cell number
or email address. If you have not provided this information for
the Directory before please do so if you want it included.
Please provide these changes to Crystal at
office.stjohns821@gmail.com.

A Big Thank You to everyone who showed up to volunteer

at the food pantry for January!! Your act of caring makes a
difference in our community, and it is appreciated. St. John’s
will be on call to provide volunteers for the pantry on
Wednesday evenings again in May, so please be looking at your
calendars and thinking about when you might like to volunteer!

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
*To-Go Only*

February 16, 2021
Serving Pancakes, Sausages & Scrambled Eggs

4:30—7:00 p.m.
$7.00 per meal
Pancake supper proceeds benefit Evangelism and Social Ministry programs at St. Johns.

We are in need of workers and monetary
donations to cover the expenses we will have
from doing this event drive thru only!
The actual sign-up sheet is in the Narthex, but you can also email dianefendrick@gmail.com,
call or text Diane to sign up. We need help in all areas, so please sign up if you are available to
help make this Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper a success!!! Your participation, financial
donation and attendance are greatly needed and appreciated!!
Feb. 16, 2021

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER WORK SCHEDULE
JOB

Mix Pancake Batter

4:00-5:30 SHIFT

5:30 - End SHIFT

Lori Benesch & ______________
____________ & ______________
(report at 4:00)
Flip Pancakes
Rick Fendrick & ______________ Rick Fendrick & John Sayer
(report at 4:00)
Eggs: Empty into Colander, drain __________________
Put into Roaster.
(report at 4:00)
Add Shredded Cheddar Cheese
Line Servers:
Sausage
Adult ________________
Adult __________________
(report at 4:15)
Eggs
Adult ________________
Adult ___________________
(report at 4:15)
Outside Order &
____________ & ______________
_____________ & _____________
Money Taker
(report at 4:15)
Runners
_____________& ______________
_____________ & ______________
Inside Order Takers
______________ & ______________
_____________ & _____________
(report at 4:00)
Inside Cashier
_______________
_______________
(report at 4:15)
Clean Up _______________, _______________,_________________, ___________________, ____________________
See the “Clean Up list for the social hall” that will be on the front serving counter.

ASH WEDNESDAY

Ash Wednesday
service will be on
Wednesday,

February 17, at
7pm via Facebook

Live (those who are
unable to connect online are invited
to come in person as they feel
comfortable). Palms will be
burned after worship in the 7th
and ashes will be available to
pick up at the church starting
Wednesday, February 10. Please
come and pick up some ashes or get
in touch with Pastor Day and she will
happily deliver some to you!

St. John's Women of the ELCA
"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.”
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA
embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith
in Jesus Christ.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
February 23th ~ 1:30p.m. Quilting
March 2nd ~ 1:30p.m. General Meeting with Bible Study
March 13th ~ Midlands Spring Gathering, Salem, Fremont
March 23rd ~ 1:30p.m. Quilting
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING

“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.”

February 23 2021@ 1:30

Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion around the
world.

THRIVENT CHOICE
Strengthing Communities
ATTENTION THRIVENT MEMBERS:
Those who own Thrivent products may have earned Choice Dollars throughout 2020. You have
a choice of where you wish those Choice Dollars to go, such as St. John’s or over 35,000
organizations that participate in Choice Dollars. The moneys can be directed by—
1) Phone call: 1-800-847-4836; when prompted say: “Choice Dollars” and someone
should come on to assist you. You may have to have your membership number
which is on your Thrivent card; or
2) Online: at www.thrivent.com select “My Thrivent” and then select “Direct Choice
Dollars” from the drop down menu; proceed to direct your dollars.
The phone call and online site are very quick, simple and easy. Contact Sharon
Schurman if you need assistance.
REMEMBER THESE ARE YOUR DOLLARS, earned by the
Thrivent products you own, so be pro-active and choose the
charity or organization YOU wish to have the benefit of those
dollars. REMEMBER when making your choice, St. John’s can
be the recipient.

MARCH 1 IS THE DEADLINE!

Opportunity to Serve........
On Saturday, June 5, 2021 the Nebraska Synod will host the Assembly live
online. We are looking for one additional delegate to be part of this virtual meeting with
Pastor Day and Jon Knutson. With pray, please
consider being our delegate. If you are willing,
contact Pastor Day or Jalaine Vavricek. More
details will be available on the synod website
starting in 2021.
Hotel size sample bottles of shampoo,
conditioner and lotion are being collected for
the SCS elementary nurse. The bottles are to be
new and unused as they will be given to
students. We continue to collect card fronts except trademark American Greetings
and Hallmark, soda tabs, and commemorative cancelled stamps. Our collected
items will be sent to different charities. Please place items in the baskets in the Narthex.

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.
Psalm 51:10-12
A couple weeks out of the summer, when I worked out at Camp Carol Joy Holling, a few
of us counselors would get assigned to ‘work crew’ to do some of the more maintenance
type jobs around the camp. If you drew the short straw, this meant scrubbing down the
fleet of camp vehicles – not only the buses and vans, but also the regular maintenance
guys’ filthy pickup trucks. You could easily spend a solid twenty minutes or more with a
power washer on those trucks just trying to chisel off all the caked on mud. It was a
dirty, grody job – though I’ve got to admit that it was pretty satisfying whenever you
managed to send a big ol’ clod of mud flying.
It probably sounds kind of odd, but this is an image I think of fairly often in my prayer
life. Over the past couple of months, I have been cultivating a habit of praying at sunset
every day, in different ways – sometimes meditating, sometimes journaling or drawing,
sometimes singing hymns or reading scripture – the practices vary, but the time is always
that half hour between sunset and nightfall. Although I’ve managed to actually be pretty
consistent about it, I have to confess that it’s often something I have to make myself do.
All too often I get to the hour of sunset full of stress and frazzled by a to-do list that
seems bottomless, and I think to myself that I’m too busy to pause, that I must use that
time to be “productive” instead.
But then I think of the old Zen proverb – “You should sit in meditation for 20 minutes a
day, unless you are too busy; then you should sit for an hour” – and I think about power
washing those grimy pickups. I can imagine that many people, when they read the
psalmist’s plea in Psalm 51 – “Create in me a clean heart, O God” – might think of being
gently bathed as by a mother, or perhaps of the water washing over their forehead at
baptism. But I know my crusty old heart – and how much gunk can get built up in it,
even over the course of a single day – and so I find it more true to my prayer life to
imagine God power washing the gunk out of my heart instead, like mud clods off a truck.
And I need that power wash, because it’s precisely that gunk that convinces me that it’s
more important to spend my time working than to spend my time in conversation with
God. And the less I want to take a break from work to pray, it’s usually the case that
that’s when I need it the most. I need that time of prayer not to be just a cup of
lukewarm water over the forehead that barely penetrates the dirt, but the rough,
refreshing, powerful cleansing of the Holy Spirit breaking through my heart gunk and my

lame excuses to bring me back into deeper connection with God, to help me feel again
the “joy of salvation.”
This is what the season of Lent is all about. It’s not just a time to feel solemn or to
deprive ourselves for deprivation’s sake; Lent can actually be a season of great joy! It’s a
season in which we turn our hearts back to God and allow God to wash out all the gunk
in them – the gunk of stress and fear and selfishness and sin and all the other crud that
gets in the way of our relationship with God – so that the joy of the Spirit may shine out
in us again.
It does seem a little ironic to talk about being made clean during Lent when we literally
begin the season by smearing our faces with ashes. But the ash is an external sign that
we recognize what is happening on the inside, in our hearts; it’s a sign that the things we
put our faith in and give our time to are fleeting and finite. It’s a reminder that we are
dust apart from God – but that we find our true life by turning back to God, and allowing
our hearts to be cleansed of all the gunk, even when the washing’s a little rougher than
we’d like.
Last year during Lent, our lives changed dramatically in ways that we never could have
seen coming, in ways that continue to affect our life together as church, especially our
worship life. Ash Wednesday and Lent will still look different this year. There will be
ashes to come pick up at church (please check out the announcement elsewhere in this
newsletter), and we will observe this day of repentance – and likely the whole season of
Lent – as a body gathered online, instead of in person. I know the disappointment and
the weariness that this carries – I feel it deep in my soul. But I urge you: don’t let it
distract you. The invitation to Lent remains the same: to turn back to the Lord your God
with all your worn out, gunky heart, for God is gracious and merciful. God remains the
same – even in troubled times – receiving us with love when we turn back, creating in us
clean hearts, restoring us to joy, and power washing us into new life.
Faithfully,
Pr. Day

All Services at 9:30a.m. unless otherwise indicated.
We continue to worship primarily online.
Sunday February 7th Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 40:21-31, Psalm 147:1-11, 20c, 1 Corinthians 9:16-23, Mark 1:29-39
Sunday February 14th Transfiguration of Our Lord
2 Kings 2:1-12, Psalm 50:1-6, 2 Corinthians 4:3-6, Mark 9:2-9
Wednesday February 17th Ash Wednesday @7p.m.
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17, Isaiah 58:1-12 (alternate), Psalm 51:1-17, 2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10,
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Sunday February 21st First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 9:8-17, Psalm 25:1-10, 1 Peter 3:18-22, Mark 1:9-15
Sunday February 28th Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16, Psalm 22:23-31, Romans 4:13-25, Mark 8:31-38

Red Velvet Skillet Cookie
Grab a spoon and go at it.
YIELDS: 8 PREP TIME: 10 MINS TOTAL TIME: 30 MINS

INGREDIENTS
6 tbsp. butter, softened
1/2 c. sugar
1/4 c. brown sugar
1 large egg
1 tsp. pure vanilla extract
1 c. all-purpose flour
2 tbsp. Unsweetened cocoa powder
1/2 tsp. baking powder
1 tbsp. red food coloring
1/2 tsp. kosher salt
1/2 c. mini white chocolate chips, plus more for sprinkling
1/2 c. semi-sweet chocolate chips, plus more for sprinkling
Vanilla ice cream & Chocolate syrup, for serving (optional)

DIRECTIONS
1. Preheat oven to 350° and grease a 10” cast-iron skillet with cooking spray.
2. In a large bowl, cream butter and sugars with a hand mixer until light and fluffy. Beat in egg and
vanilla. Add flour, cocoa powder, baking powder, food coloring, and salt. Mix until just combined,
then fold in chocolate chips.
3. Spread dough into skillet in an even layer. Top with more chocolate chips and bake 18 to 20
minutes. Serve warm with ice cream and chocolate syrup, if desired.

Reminder:
 We continue to worship primarily online on Sunday mornings as Covid case numbers
continue to fluctuate. Everyone is encouraged to join us via Facebook Live every
Sunday at 9:30am. Even if you’re not on Facebook, you can visit the Virtual
Church page on our website (stjohnslutheranschuyler.org) to find the public link to
watch the live video.
 On our Virtual Church page, you will also find links to the Digital Bulletin where you can
follow along with worship, as well as announcements and the prayer list, links to
previous videos, and other resources.


We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402352-3550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402615-1485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain.



Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers or removed when
prayers have been answered.



If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle
their name and address.



If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so
we can celebrate you.



St. John’s Reservation Book- If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social
Hall/Classrooms from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the
Church Office to block out your date and times.

Birthdays
2
3
5
7
12
17
20

Anastasia Swanson
Tom Bender
Gail Fickle
Adrian Rocha
Denise Dubsky
Doris Ann Ahrens
Larry Konz
Crystal Callahan

21 Haylie Swanson
27 Gary Kracl
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St. John’s Lutheran Church Congregational Council Meeting
December 9, 2020
The meeting was called to order by Council President Jalaine Vavricek. Members present were
Jon Knutson, Chellee Nelson, Pastor Day, Rick Fendrick, Karen Henry, John Sayer. Guest: Larry
Konz.
Devotion/Prayer: by Konz.
Approval of Minutes: Motion by Knutson, seconded by Nelson. Motion carried.
Open Forum/Correspondence: None.
Pastor’s Report: Written report given by Pastor Day. Information about Holiday Fair will be
online.
President’s Report: Vavricek gave a written report.
Christian Ed.: Written report by Vavricek. Training Disciples Continues.
Finance & Stewardship: Had a budget meeting. Supplied a written financial report and a report
on holiday fair.
Property: Fendrick reported that:
 Church & Parsonage yards and gutters have been cleaned.
 Brush from ice storm cleaned up.
 Dirt was added along foundation of parsonage
 Window latches are being replaced at church.
 Bell tower light has been replaced.
Worship & Music: Christmas Eve service will be online at 6:00 pm.
Evangelism: Written report submitted by Vavricek.
Motion to accept all reports by Pastor Day, seconded by Henry. Motion carried.
Old Business:
 Safe Church: Property Committee needs to meet
 Holiday Fair: Left over lunch bags were donated to Mobile Food Bank.
 Elections: December 13, 2020
 Immanuel Vision Grant has been approved.
New Business:
 Annual Meeting: Motion by Nelson, seconded by Knutson to have the annual meeting
on January 31, 2021. Motion carried.
 Annual Reports: Pastor Day motioned to have report turned in by January 17, Knutson
seconded. Motion carried.
 2021 Budget: Motion to present budget to congregation by Knutson, seconded by
Fendrick. Motion carried.
Executive Session: None
Next meeting January 13, 2021 @ 5:30 pm
Adjournment: Motion by Knutson, seconded by Nelson. Motion carried. Adjourned at 6:20 pm.

