ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER
December 2020
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
821 Denver Street Schuyler, Nebraska 68661
402-352-3550
Email: office.stjohns821@gmail.com
Web page: stjohnslutheranschuyler.org

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ
Pastor: Day Hefner
December Assignments
Green Team: Larry Konz

Ministers: the People
Church Secretary: Crystal Callahan
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:30a.m.-1:00p.m.

Important news:
Elections will be held this month! Nominating committee members, Mike Benesch, Vicky
Borman, and Steve Nelson, are seeking 4 people to serve on the church council, 2 delegates for
Synod Assembly held 3-5 of June, 2021, 1 person to serve on the audit committee, and 3 new
members to serve on the 2021 nominating committee. With your prayerful consideration,
please say YES when they ask you to serve.
A Special Congregational Meeting has been called by the Church Council for
Sunday, December 13, 2020 after the 9:30 service. The purpose of this meeting is to
elect members to the Church Council, the Audit Committee, the Nominating Committee,
and delegates to Synod Assembly. No other business will be transacted. A quorum of
active voting members is needed to conduct business.
Because of COVID-19 we will be meeting remotely to vote for members over Zoom, just like we
did in October for the constitution. Everyone may join either by phone call or by video
conference.
To join by phone, call 1-312-626-6799
When prompted, enter the code 904-142-6319, followed by the pound sign (#)
Hit pound (#) again to skip the next question

To join by video conference, please visit the Virtual Church page on our
website. Pastor Day will post the information and the link to join shortly before
worship on that Sunday.

Our 2020 Holiday Fair: Sunday, December 6, 2020
General Information: We will be selling 32 ounces of cold chili or chicken noodle in quart jars and
styrofoam containers from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm on Sunday, December 6 in a drive through fashion. For $10.00 the
customer will receive 32 ounces of soup, 2 cookies, crackers and a horn roll. If they only want the soup, the cost
will be $8.00. From 4:00 pm -6:00 pm, the customer will have the choice of purchasing warm or cold soup.

Delivery: We will deliver soup to those in the Schuyler city limits from 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm. Please call the church
at (402) 352-3550 if you would like your soup and sides delivered to you.

Drawing Tickets: Ticket stubs and money may be turned into Gail Fickle or Chellee Nelson or you may drop it
off at church during office hours. If you need more tickets, contact Gail or Chellee. The drawing will be held at 6
pm on Sunday, December 6. You will be able to watch the drawing via Facebook live.

Donations: You may bring the items for the Drawing or Silent Auction to the church or we can pick them up –
just let us know, but we need items for the silent auction soon, as we need to get them posted on the website (see
below).

We continue to accept cash to support the expenses of the Holiday Fair. Contact Gail or Chellee with your

donations or drop them off at church. There is usually someone there from 9:30 am - 1:00 pm Monday through
Thursday.

Silent Auction: We still need items for the silent auction and need the items to be at church before November
29. The silent auction items will be displayed at church from Sunday, November 29 through Saturday, December 5.
You can bid on these items by placing a comment with your name and bid on the St. John’s website:
stjohnslutheranschuyler.org/holiday-fair. Bids will be accepted through midnight on December 5. Winners will be
listed on Sunday, December 6. Winners can pay and pick up their items on Sunday, December 6.

Worker and Food Sign-up Sheets: The sign-up sheets are in the Narthex and on the website. You can also
email nelsonchellee@gmail.com, call, or text Chellee to sign up. There are several time slots to fill as well as several
dozen of homemade cookies that are still needed. Please sign up as soon as possible. We need everyone’s help to
make this a success.

Holiday Fair Flyers: Help us advertise the Holiday Fair at your place of work, business or other places in the
community and surrounding towns. Extra flyers are in the Narthex to distribute as you desire or you can make
copies of the flyer that will be mailed to you. Flyers are available in English and Spanish.
Thank you for your generosity, helpfulness and passion for this year’s Holiday Fair!
For questions, contact:

Chellee Nelson (402) 615-0824, Gail Fickle (402) 615-0969, or Jalaine Vavricek (402) 615-1485

Opportunity to Serve:
The Christian Education Team is looking for an individual to serve as its
treasurer. If you are able to be the team’s treasurer please contact Lori Benesch or
Karen Henry. The team is also asking if you would serve as a teacher or helper for
Training Disciples for our two elementary students. This would be for three
Wednesday evenings in January, February, or March. We are very flexible with any
help we may receive. Please contact Lori or Jalaine.

Share the Warmth Coat Closet
Schuyler Ministerial Association is again collecting winter clothing for people in need. New and gently
used winter coats, hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves for all ages are being received at collection boxes in
area churches and the Schuyler Public Library. Cash donations to purchase new coats are welcome. Mail
donations to Coat Closet, Christ United Methodist Church, PO Box 515, Schuyler, NE 68661.
The Coat Closet will be hosted again this year by Christ United Methodist Church at 1922 Colfax Street,
Schuyler. Other participating churches are Divine Mercy Parish, First Presbyterian Church, St. John's
Lutheran Church and Trinity Lutheran Church.
We have a large box in the fellowship hall for your donations.
Thank you to Barb Thompson who has volunteered to help at the Coat Closet. If anyone else is interested in
helping, you may contact Barb or go to the Methodist Church when the closet is open:
Patrons may enter at the Christ United Methodist south door.
Masks are required. Only one patron at a time may enter.
New hours beginning November 2 are:
3:00PM to 5:00PM Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
The Coat Closet is open, as long as there are donations, through January 31, 2021.

St. John's Women of the ELCA
"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.”
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA embraces all
kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
December 1rd ~ 1:30p.m. General Meeting with Bible Study
January 23rd ~ NSWO Virtual Winter Retreat

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING

“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.”

See you in January 2021
Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion around the world.
We will be shipping 52 quilts to LWR and providing 2 for the Holiday Fair.

Pastor Day will be taking her
remaining vacation days
during the last weeks of
December, but will still be
reachable by cell (402-3690279) in case of emergency.
Dates will be announced in
worship, in bulletin, and on
website.

All Services at 9:30a.m. unless otherwise indicated.
We continue to worship primarily online.
Sunday December 6th Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11, Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13, 2 Peter 3:8-15a, Mark 1:1-8
Sunday December 13th Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11, Psalm 126, Luke 1:46b-55 (alternate), 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24, John 1:6-8, 19-28
Sunday December 20th Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16, Luke 1:46b-55, Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 (alternate), Romans 16:25-27, Luke 1:26-38
Sunday December 24th Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost –Reign of Christ Sunday
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24, Psalm 95:1-7a, Ephesians 1:15-23, Matthew 25:31-46
Thursday December 24th Christmas Eve Service –Time:TBD
Isaiah 9:2-7, Psalm 96, Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]
Sunday December 27th First Sunday of Christmas
Isaiah 61:10--62:3, Psalm 148, Galatians 4:4-7, Luke 2:22-40

While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
Luke 2:6-7
Every year, I see the bright, sparkling lights and beautiful decorations starting to appear around this time;
Christmas-themed variants of popular candies start chasing Halloween-themed candies off of store shelves;
holiday movies start appearing by the dozens on Netflix; and it seems I hear the strains of Christmas carols just
about everywhere I go. This year especially, after such a long, dark, difficult year, it seems like folks started
bringing out their holiday trappings even earlier than usual – small wonder, with so many of us stuck at home!
And while I am still – and will probably always be – a staunch defender of the season of Advent, I’m also feeling
the desire for a little extra festivity this year myself. I think it’s important this year to celebrate (safely!) in the
ways we can, to distract ourselves and take a break from carrying all the stress we’ve been carrying, if only for a
little while.
Yet there is deeper goodness to be found beyond these things. Every year, in the midst of all the nice, shiny,
pretty holiday things we love, we also read this story from Luke 2 – a story which, despite being depicted in
countless adorable Christmas pageants, is actually not very nice or shiny or pretty at all. More likely, it was dark
and dirty and loud and crowded and confusing. Back in Luke 1, Mary received an angelic visit, announcing that
she will give birth to the savior of all humankind; she celebrates with her cousin Elizabeth, who is also expecting
an angel-announced miracle baby; Mary and Zechariah both have musical numbers; it’s all very exciting.
But in Luke 2, Mary and Joseph are abruptly forced to make a 90 mile journey from their home on foot while
Mary is in her ninth month of pregnancy, about ready to pop, and she ends up giving birth in a strange city while
more than likely holed up in a crowded house with her in-laws and all their animals. It’s impossible to know
what Mary had planned or envisioned it would look like giving birth to the savior of all humankind, but I’m
guessing that this was not it.
Yet this is how God chose to take on flesh and come into the world. Not in royal style, in a palace surrounded by
nobles and attended by servants. Not even in a festive style, with bright sparkling lights and candies and
pageants and carols. God came in a humble and unexpected way, to people whose lives had been upended and
interrupted by forces beyond their control. God chose to come among people in the midst of disruption.
And I find that to be a very hopeful story in a time like this. Our lives have been so disrupted and upended this
year, dealing with a calamity of literally biblical scale. And the truth we have to contend with is that, whatever
we had planned or envisioned it would look like celebrating the birth of the savior of all humankind this year, this
simply is not going to be it. Whatever number of “wave” we’re on with this pandemic, this spike is the highest
yet and still climbing – and we know from public health experts that it’s precisely the family and church
gatherings we’re longing to have that are the most dangerous spreaders of disease. Our celebrations this year
will have to be remote and virtual, and smaller in many ways than what we’d hoped for (though, in other ways,
larger too!). The disruption of this year continues.
Yet this is still how God chooses to come among us. Throughout all of scripture – not just in this story – God
often comes to people when they are on the road or in the wilderness or in some other way out of their
element. It seems that we are most likely to encounter God when we are taken out of our comfort zones. So
this year, I think the best any of us can do is to embrace the disruption and the weirdness that comes with it –
and to wait with hope and expectation for God to show up once again.
Faithfully,
Pr. Day

Would you consider serving your church family?
During the past several months, you have read articles from your seven member church council about serving
your mission center. John Sayer is the last member to share with you his thoughts. Elections will be held on
December 13th after Worship. If you are willing to serve on the Council, Audit or Nominating Committees or as
a delegate to the Synod Assemble in June, please contact Mike Benesch, Vicky Borman, or Steve Nelson before
the meeting. "What we do for ourselves dies with us. What we do for others and the world remains and is
immortal." Albert Pine
Jalaine Vavricek, Council President

Why serve and be on the Church Council? In one sentence, a Church Council is supposed to cooperate
with the pastor for the good of the Church. This idea of cooperation is not as passive as it may
sound. Getting along is a goal of mature people who want to accomplish something, and it works two
ways. The “good of the church” should be the litmus test for all our motivations and reactions, for
what we say and do. Personal likes and dislikes should be minimized and issues should not be
personalized. If that sentence above is kept in mind, then the Council will avoid unproductive tensions
and will have its successes.
Anyone who wishes to serve on a Church Council should understand that he/she serves the whole
church and not just one part of it. Members have to be clear about their responsibilities of time and
effort, and about the respective roles of the council and pastor. The council should always be, and act
as, a Christian community. Membership should reflect the make-up of the church and include people
of various ethnic, age, gender and racial groups within the parish as well as those with special
experience. I encourage anyone to consider being on Church Council as the purpose and general task
is to enable the congregation to carry on its mission and ministries as a part of the church and to
oversee the total life of the congregation.
John Sayer

The Church Council will meet at 5:30pm on Wednesday, December 9th. You are
welcome to attend.

St. John’s Lutheran Church Special Congregational Meeting
October 25, 2020
Meeting was called to order at 10:33 a.m. by Council President Jalaine Vavricek.
There was a quorum, per online and telephone.
Motion to approve the revised 2020 St. John’s Lutheran Church’s Constitution was made by Jon Knutson,
seconded by Karen Henry. No discussion. Motion carried.
Motion to adjourn was made by Jim Folken, seconded by Sharan Stoltenberg. Motion carried.
Adjourned at 10:38 a.m.

St. John’s Lutheran Church Congregational Council Meeting
October 14, 2020
The meeting was called to order at 5:35 pm by Council President Jalaine Vavricek. Members present were:
Chellee Nelson, Jon Knutson, Rick Fendrick, Karen Henry, Pastor Day and John Sayer.

Devotion/Prayer: by Nelson
Approval of Minutes: Motion by Knutson, seconded by Fendrick. Motion carried.
Open Forum/Correspondence: None
Pastor’s Report: A written report was submitted by Pastor Day.
President’s Report: Vavricek gave a written report.
Christian Ed.: Written report was given by Henry.
Finance & Stewardship: Written report by Larry Konz.
Attitude of Gratitude Stewardship drive is at $3,100.00
Property: Report by Fendrick
Water heater smell has been addressed.
3 Exterior steel doors have been painted on exterior.
Roof has been repaired over library.
Window latches have been ordered to replace broken ones.
Windows have been washed.
Worship & Music: Music for worship is being selected by Chrissi Bywater.
Evangelism & Social Ministry: Written report by Vavricek.
Messages were put in windows of church.
Motion to accept all reports by Nelson, seconded by Henry. Motion carried.

Old Business:
Congregational meeting to vote on approving new constitution will be on October 25 th at 10:30 am.
Meeting will be online and or telephone.
Recruiting council members.
Need 4 new members for council.
Jon Knutson will be the synod delegate.
Safe Church: Written report by Vavricek.
o Committees need to meet and come up with a report by November 1 st.
Holiday Fair: Will meet on Oct 15th.
o Knutson will secure some New York Strip and some of the hamburger.
Gods Work:
o School and Health Kits are done.
o Quilts will be packed on October 27th. At that time 2 will be selected for the Holiday Fair.
Food Pantry: Mobile Food Pantry served 250 families.

New Business:
WELCA will be applying for funds from the Memorial Fund in the amount of $580.00 Approval offering
for grant, motion by Pastor Day, seconded by Sayer.
Motion to approve all reports by Nelson, Seconded by Henry. Motion carried.
Executive Session: None
Next meeting November 11, 2020 @ 6:00 pm.
Adjournment: Motion by Pastor, seconded by Henry. Motion carried.

Reminder:
We continue to worship primarily online on Sunday mornings as Covid case numbers
continue to fluctuate. Everyone is encouraged to join us via Facebook Live every
Sunday at 9:30am. Even if you’re not on Facebook, you can visit the Virtual
Church page on our website (stjohnslutheranschuyler.org) to find the public link to
watch the live video.
On our Virtual Church page, you will also find links to the Digital Bulletin where you can
follow along with worship, as well as announcements and the prayer list, links to
previous videos, and other resources.
We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402352-3550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402615-1485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain.
Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers or removed when
prayers have been answered.
If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle
their name and address.

If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office
know so we can celebrate you.
St. John’s Reservation Book- If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social
Hall/Classrooms from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the
Church Office to block out your date and times.
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