
  

 

 

ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER 
September 2020 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
821 Denver Street   Schuyler, Nebraska 68661 

402-352-3550  

Email: office.stjohns821@gmail.com 

Web page: stjohnslutheranschuyler.wordpress.com 

 

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ 

Ministers:  the People 

    Pastor:  Day Hefner 

September Assignments 

 
Head Usher/ Greeter: 

 
Communion Assistant: Karen Henry 

 

Lector: Karen Henry 

 

 
Important news......... 

So much is happening at St. John's and I am impressed with each team and what they are 
accomplishing. Our mission work has not stopped. Please read all articles in this September 
newsletter so you will be well informed and know how you can become involved.  

Yes, we will have a Holiday Soup Supper! The council is making plans and we will need your time, 
talents, and treasures. Some things will be eliminated, some things will look different, some things will 
stay the same like the best chicken noodle and chili soup. Plans will be finalized very soon so read the 
announcements and watch the web site and the newsletters for details.  

Our Fall Stewardship Emphasis is "Attitude of Gratitude"! The pandemic has been very difficult and 
we may have forgotten to give thanks to God for our blessings. Please read Pastor Day's article for 
details about an "Attitude of Gratitude".  

Finally, we will approve our updated Constitution in October. The how and when details will be in the 
October newsletter.  

I give thanks to God for what you do for our mission center. God's blessings! 

Jalaine Vavricek, Council President 

mailto:office.stjohns821@gmail.com


  

 

 

Mobile Food Bank will be at 5pm, on September 10th, 

and will be held outside the Oak Ballroom. 

 

Setup will start around 3:30 & volunteers are welcome! 

 

 
Food pantry volunteers needed for the month of September: It’s St. John’s month to help 
out down at the food pantry in September, and we will need volunteers to help out with packing 

on Monday afternoons from around 1-4 and on Wednesday evenings for distribution from around 
4/4:30-7:30.  Please contact Pastor Day if you would like to help out; or look for the digital 

signup on our website, which has also been posted in the Facebook group.  Thank you! 

 

 

Addie Thompson is turning 100 on September 7th. Not being able to have a celebration due to 
covid, we are having a card shower. She would love to hear from you all. Thank you. 
 

Addie Thompson 
Marquis Place 

20800 W. Maple Road 
Room 204 

Elkhorn, Ne 
68022 

============================================================================== 

 

Congratulations on the wedding of Crystal (Connerley) and Ryan Callahan. They were married 

on August 22 in Council Bluffs, Iowa at the Lewis and Clark Park Monument. 

 

 

 

 

 

Salad Luncheon: 

With the Covid 19 virus still causing trouble, the WELCA has decided to cancel our annual 

community salad luncheon buffet. This event has been a fundraiser for filling Lutheran World 

Relief School kits and Personal Care kits. We are asking the congregation members to make a 

monetary donation instead of salads this year. Your check to the WELCA, St John’s, 821 Denver 

St. will be a big help and is appreciated. Karen Henry has been busy making backpack bags and 

we hope to send them in November as usual. 

Thank you for your support!!! 



  

 

 

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS 
 
          The last few years we’ve been assembling school kits and personal care kits as our God’s 
Work, Our Hands project. We do these for Lutheran World Relief along with the quilts we make 
all year long. 
          We are hoping our Youth Group can gather together to help these projects. We will fill 
144 school backpacks and wrap 96 towels. 
          I’m sure I will need several adults to fill in. If you can help, please give me your name. This 
will happen in October- date and time not set yet. I will post as soon as that decision is made. 

 
Project Chairman: Karen Henry 

(402) 352-3612 
(402) 352-2734 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
St. John's Women of the ELCA 

"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.” 
 

All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA 
embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith 
in Jesus Christ.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
 September 1st ~ 1:30p.m.  General Meeting with Bible Study 
 September 22nd & 29th ~ 1:30p.m.  Quilting 

 
 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING 
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.” 

September 22nd & 29th, 2020 
 Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion around the 

world. Help us help others. No experience is necessary. Quilts are ready to tie or there is fabric to be cut. If 
you would like to sew at home, we can provide the materials. 



  

 

 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which you were 

indeed called in the one body. And be thankful. -Colossians 3:15 

 
Years ago, when I was still in seminary, I worked a part time job as a hospital chaplain in the northern suburbs of 
Chicago.  I loved the work.  It felt like a holy privilege to get to walk alongside people through some of the 
darkest and most difficult days of their lives.   
 
One patient visit I still think about a lot was with a woman named Debbie.  Debbie was near the end of her life, 
dying of stage IV breast cancer that had metastasized to her liver.  I knew this would also be a challenging visit 
for me, because Debbie, who was almost the exact same age my mom would have been, was dying in exactly the 
same way my mom did over two decades earlier.  She even had a daughter that was pretty close to my age.  And 
while Debbie had made her peace with death and was more than ready to enter hospice care, her daughter was 
decidedly not ready for that. 
 
For most of the visit, I sat with them in silence, trusting that my presence would speak all the deep care and 
compassion that I did not have words for.  Debbie kept trying to reach her daughter, trying to reason with her 
and to get her to see that entering hospice care would give them the best chance to be able to fully enjoy their 
last days together.  And from somewhere inside me, the idea bubbled up that maybe it would actually be helpful 
to share my own experience as a way of sympathizing with what Debbie’s daughter was going through.  And so I 
shared that, even though I couldn’t pretend to know exactly what she was feeling, I did know the pain of losing 
your mom to breast cancer since mine had died in the same way when I was nine. 
 
Debbie was moved by this story and expressed her own sympathy that I had lost my mother at such a young age.  
And then she turned to her own daughter and said, “We’ve gotten to have so much more time than that.  We 
have twenty more years of memories of times spent together.  What a gift!”  And the two began to reminisce 
together, sharing story after story, giving thanks for all the many memories and moments of laughter and tears 
and love, all the moments of life they had gotten to have together.  Debbie transitioned into hospice care the 
very next day, and a week later she was gone. 
 
Gratitude can have extraordinary power to transform us.  It doesn’t change any of the facts of our life, but it can 
completely change our experience of them.  Giving thanks was never going to stop Debbie from dying, but it did 
transform her last days from a painful struggle with her daughter – who would probably have come to regret it 
later – into time that was unutterably precious and holy. 
 
When we are experiencing times of crisis and challenge, gratitude is what helps us to develop the resilience we 
need to survive and thrive.  It enables the peace of Christ to rule in our hearts, as the author of Colossians 
phrases it.  This is especially true in situations where circumstances are simply beyond our control, as in this 
pandemic we are currently living through.  By focusing on gratitude for what we have instead of clinging to our 
disappointment about what we’re missing, we are able to shift our perspective from one of loss and scarcity to 
one of hopefulness and abundance.  Gratitude reminds us that God is a God of hopefulness and abundance, and 
that even when times are hard, God never fails us nor abandons us. 
 
In the next couple of months, you will be hearing a lot about the importance of developing an “Attitude of 
Gratitude.”  This is the stewardship theme that we will be focusing on this fall.  Naturally, our fall stewardship 
focus is meant to help fully fund the church’s mission so we can keep doing the good ministry that we do – and 
that is vitally important.  And in addition, it's also my hope that this focus on gratitude will help us to continue 
developing the resilience and hopefulness we need to weather this ongoing crisis with grace, while uniting us 
more and more into the one body of Christ.  



  

 

 

 
I pray that each of you may experience the peace of Christ deep in your own hearts – and be thankful. 
 
With deep gratitude,  
Pr. Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Services at 9:30am unless otherwise indicated. 

 

Sunday September 6  Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Ezekiel 33:7-11, Psalm 119:33-40, Romans 13:8-14, Matthew 18:15-20 

 

Sunday September 13  Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

Genesis 50:15-21, Psalm 103:1-13, Romans 14:1-12, Matthew 18:21-35 

 

Sunday September 20  Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Jonah 3:10—4:11, Psalm 145:1-8, Philippians 1:21-30, Matthew 20:1-16 

 

Sunday September 27  Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32, Psalm 25:1-9, Philippians 2:1-13, Matthew 21:23-32 

 

 



  

 

 

Would you consider serving your church family?  

In December our congregation will hold elections to serve your church family. The nominating 
committee, Mike Benesch, Vicky Borman and Bob Svoboda, will be asking you if you are willing to 
serve on the Church Council for two years, be a delegate to Synod Assembly, be on the audit 
committee, or be on the nominating committee for 2021. This month Chellee Nelson gives us her 
thoughts about serving when she asked to become involved.  

Jalaine Vavricek, Council President 

Like many of you have, in early December I received the “dreaded” telephone call from a member of the St 
Johns nominating committee.  The member asked me if I would consider running for church council.  At the 
time, I was content just attending church and really not thinking about it until the following Sunday.   I 
remember thinking surely there are other church members that would be better suited for this job than 
me.  Maybe someone that doesn’t have kids in school, or someone that lives in town.  Outside of work, I had 
never participated on any committees and it was sort of out of my comfort zone.     
  
For some unknown reason, I said yes!  I am in my seventh year of serving on the St Johns Church 
Council.  During this time, I have served as the church secretary, recording secretary, and treasurer.  I have 
chaired the holiday fair, been on the pastoral call committee, Christian education committee and the finance 
and stewardship committee all while raising my children, working full time and attending all of their school and 
sporting activities.  I have truly enjoyed the relationships that have formed and the opportunity to participate 
in church activities that I probably would not have, if I wasn’t part of the church council.   
  
Being on the council and being involved in these committees does make a person feel more engaged with not 
only with the happenings at St. Johns, but the church in general.  I no longer feel that I am just attending 
church, but I feel that I am a part of the church.  What will you say when you get the “dreaded” December 
telephone call?  I said yes and it changed my church life for the better.  If asked (or even if you aren’t asked) say 
“yes, I want to be on the church council” and see for yourself.   

Chellee Nelson 

The Church Council will meet at 7 pm on Wednesday, September 9th. You are welcome to attend.  

******************************************************************************************* 

 

Historically, during the summer months, our offering giving decreases. This is true again this year. As a council, 

we are attempting to continue to pay the bills without dipping into our savings. There are several ways that you 

can give as God has blessed you. 

1. Mail your offering to the church. 

2. Bring your offering to the church when Pastor or Crystal are present. 

3. Use online giving as described on the church web site.  http://tinyurl.com/SJLC-Schuyler 

4. With your bank, do bank transfers to the church account. 

5. Take your offering to Homestead Bank and deposit the money into the church account. You may 

ask any Council member for the church's account name and number. 

Hopefully we will soon be able to worship together and bring our offerings to church as we continue "to 

witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ". 

Your Finance and Stewardship Team 



  

 

 

Reminder: 
 

 We miss you, Worship and coffee fellowship! We know it is hard not to be able to come to church and 

worship together. One of our instructions is to stay connected. You can stay connected with your 

church family by going to the St. John's web site: stjohnslutheranschuyler.wordpress.com. If you click on 

Virtual Church you will find instructions, Worship Online, Resources, Previous Live Videos, and be able 

to watch services streamed on the public Facebook page at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays. Reach out and stay 

connected with someone in our church family or your family or a friend. Let us know if your church 

needs to be doing something for you. God bless you. Be patient! Stay Home and Be Safe! 

Your Evangelism and Social Ministry Team 

 

 We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-      
352-3550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-
615-1485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain. 
 

 Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers  or removed when 
prayers have been answered. 

 

 If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle 
their name and address personally or leave it in her mailbox at church. 

 

 If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so we 
can celebrate you. 

 

 St. John’s Reservation Book- If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social 
Hall/Classrooms from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the 
Church Office to block out your date and times.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 Birthdays 
 

 7  Addie Thompson- 100!!! 

   Amber Pickhinke 
 17 Julie Swanson 
 19 Jordon Fickle 
 23 Pauline Huber 



  

 

 

september 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       
       

 
 

 1 
Christian Ed- 

6:30p.m. 

2 3 4 5 

 
 
 
 
 

  
WELCA- 

General Meeting 
& Bible Study 

1:30p.m. 

Pantry Shift- 
4/4:30p.m. 

   

6 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

 
 
 
 

Stay Home & 
Stay Safe.  

 Council Meeting   

7p.m. 
Mobile Food 

Bank  
5p.m. 

Setup @ 3:30pm 
Oak Ballroom 

  

13 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

14 
First Call 

Theological 
Education 

15 
First Call 

Theological 
Education 

16 
First Call 

Theological 
Education 

17 18 19 

 
 

 
 

Stay Home & 
Stay Safe. 

 
Pantry Packing 

Shift- 
1p.m. 

  
Pantry Shift- 
4/4:30p.m. 

   

20 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

21 
Pantry Packing 

Shift- 
1p.m. 

 

22 23 24 25  26 

Outdoor 
Communion 

11a.m. 
Stay Home & 

Stay Safe. 

International Day 
of Peace 

Outdoor 
Communion 

7p.m. 

 

 
 

Quilting 
1:30p.m. 

Pantry Shift- 
4/4:30p.m. 

   

27 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

28 29 30    

 
 
 
 

Stay Home & 
Stay Safe. 

Pantry Packing 
Shift- 
1p.m. 

 Pantry Shift- 
4/4:30p.m. 

   



  

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Congregational Council Meeting 

July 15, 2020 

 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am by Council President Jalaine Vavricek. Members present were: Jon 

Knutson, Chellee Nelson, Pastor Day Hefner, Rick Fendrick and Karen Henry. Absent: John Sayer 

Devotion/Prayer: by Pastor Day. 

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the June 10, 2020 meeting were presented. Motion to approve by 

Knutson, seconded by Pastor Day with correction. 

Open Forum/Correspondence: Thank You from Logan Nelson for the college grant. Janet Meyer’s daughter-in-

law Patty contacted St. John’s if we would be interested in a piano and organ. It was decided not to accept the 

either piano or organ. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Day submitted her report (see attached). Pastor will be on vacation the week of July 

20th. – 26th. Outdoor communion will be on July 18th at 9:00 am and 10:30am. Pastor will change the time and 

day of one communion to Sunday July 19th at 11:00 am. 

President’s Report: Written report by Vavricek. 

Christion Ed: A letter has been written to send to the youth of the congregation. 

Finance & Stewardship: Written report by Larry Konz.  

 Discussion of applying for the Paycheck Protection Plan. All council members present vocally approved 

for Chellee Nelson and Larry Konz to make application for the Paycheck Protection Program through 

Homestead Bank. 

 Discussion on letting people know how to deposit their offering directly into St. John’s checking 

account. 

 Reports on Giving Will. Financial Secretary will distribute giving statements to membership in 

September 

Property:  

 Sprinklers at parsonage have been repaired. 

 Water heater at parsonage has been replaced. 

 Flowering crab tree by entrance of church to be removed and replaced. 

Worship & Music: Chrissi Bywater has been selecting the hymns. 

Evangelism & Social Ministry: Written report in President’s report by Vavricek. 

Motion to accept all reports by Pastor Day, seconded by Henry. Motion carried.  

Old Business: 



  

 

 

 Protection System on hold. 

 Constitution/Bylaws. After review and discussion all Council members present approve the updates and 

revisions to the Constitution with bylaws as presented. 

New Business:  

 Pastor Day’s brother has donated money to purchase a wireless microphone to use for the Facebook 

services. 

 Mutual Ministry meeting with Pastor Day August 6, 2020 at 7:00 pm. 

 Cemetery Board has been meeting at St. John’s and would like to continue to do so. Verbal consent was 

given to them by the Council. 

 Holiday Fair. It was decided to have the fair. Need to come up with ideas on HOW to have the Holiday 

Fair. 

 UNL Classes: Knutson provided information to Pastor on classes available to her in Schuyler once a 

month on Wednesdays in August. 

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn by Vavricek, seconded by Henry. Motion carried. 

The Church Council will meet at 7 pm on Wednesday, September 9th. You are welcome to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


