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Important news......... 

 
A Note from the Covid Corner 

At our June meeting, council made more detailed plans about what our eventual return to in-

person, indoor worship will look like, logistically speaking.  As our numbers in Colfax County 

remain elevated (especially with regard to our positive testing rate), it is likely to be a while yet 

before we are able to put these plans into place.  We continue to wait for a two week drop in 

new case numbers, as well as a positive test rate of 12% or below, and we want to be transparent and realistic 

about the fact that even when these conditions are met, it won’t mean an immediate return to normalcy.  In 

Pastor Day’s letter last month, you read about some of the considerations for returning to in-person worship, 

so you know it will look pretty different from what we’re used to, but we also need to be prepared for the 

reality that numbers may quickly change and force us to close our doors again.  We give thanks for your 

patience and resilience and faithfulness in these challenging times.  Whether together or apart, we remain 

Christ’s church. 

 

I lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my help come from? 

My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. 

Psalms 121:1-2 NIV 
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Save Postage!!  If you have an email address and have not provided that address to the church 

office, please help us save the expense of postage.  We want to be able to email you the 

monthly newsletter and not have to use the US postal service.  Please send your email address 

to Crystal at office.stjohns821@gmail.com.  Thank you! 

 

Note these Changes: The Church Council will hold their monthly meeting in conjunction with a planning 

retreat on Wednesday, July 15, 2020 at the St. Benedict Center. The Council meeting will begin at 9:00 a.m. 

with the retreat to follow. 
 

Outdoor Service of Holy Communion 

On Saturday, July 18, everyone is invited to come share in the Lord’s Supper together at St. 

John’s.  We will have two services, one at 9am and one at 10:30am.  Services will be short 

(15-20 minutes).  Everyone will need to bring their own bread and wine (or whatever 

you’ve got that’s similar), as well as a chair or blanket to sit on.  We will be out on the west 

lawn at St. John’s.   

Please help us to maintain physical distancing as we worship, and also as we arrive and leave; since eating will 

be part of this service, we are not requiring masks, so we are asking you to help us be vigilant about staying out 

of each other’s coughing/sneezing splash zone. 

If you can, please let Pastor Day know ahead of time if you plan to attend and which service. 

In case of uncooperative weather, we will postpone to the following Saturday (July 25) unless otherwise 

announced.  Come; taste and see that the Lord is good! 

 

In May, Haylie was to have graduated from Schuyler Community Schools. Unfortunately that did not happen 

because of COVID 19 but we did not forget her. We now think a July 18th graduation is scheduled. She sent us 

her thank you.  “Thank you for the scholarship & gifts.” Haylie Swanson. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

In Celebration of their Generosity: Recently we received a final inheritance check of $517.90 from the estates 

of Roger and Marilyn Koehn. The Koehn’s blessed us with $24,000.00 in 2016 and $19,700.00 in 2017. We give 

thanks for their generosity. 

The money has been invested and now totals over $47,000.00. A gift to St. John’s now or from your will or trust 

is an easy way to continue the work of this mission center for years to come. With the help of your professional 

advisor, charitable gifting is both a benefit to you and others. Because God loves a cheerful giver, please 

consider blessing your church with your gifts. 

Your Finance and Stewardship Team 

 

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in 

your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that 

you need, you will abound in every good work. 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 NIV 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you consider serving your church family? This is the second writing to inform you about your Church 

Council. Karen Henry has chosen to answer three questions in hopes that you will be more informed about 

what the Council does and consider serving your church family as a member. Karen has always been very 

involved in church life. This is the first time she has served on the Council. We thank Karen for “taking her 

turn”. 

Jalaine Vavricek, Council President 

 

What I do as a council member: 

Meetings monthly allow this group to keep tabs on the several committees that take part in conducting the 

different parts that keep a church going and being mindful of the congregation needs and how we relate to 

them and our community – and further outreach beyond our immediate community. Also watch finances so we 

have enough to operate on. Making sure our minister is providing God’s message to nourish our minds and 

souls. Making the Lord’s love for us real. Lessons to apply to our own daily living and keeping us grounded in 

that love for God and our fellow man. Staying aware of needs of our congregation members – and providing 

help to the community where we can. 

We are the little motors that keep the church well oiled so God’s work can be heard and flourish in our lives. 

 

What is a council meeting typically like? 

At the meetings they are conducted by the elected president, vice, in that person’s absence. There is a protocol 

to follow. Reports are made and given in writing of the different committees and what they have accomplished 

in the past month: as these committees are to schedule meetings with their groups to decide what necessary 

things need to take place. Each standing committee has a designated role that they provide. That way the 

council sees and reads what they are doing or have done. Then any unfinished business is discussed how that 

was handled. Then any new business is presented and discussed how it can be handled. Ideas are presented. 

Problems are discussed and tried to be solved. This can be anything in operations of the church or community. 

Should have said we begin with bible readings or other ways faith has played out in someone’s life and we 

close with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Why did I decide to serve on council? 

Well, at my age I have never done it so thought – maybe it was my turn. I have the time now. My husband had 

and when he was Treasurer, I helped with the recordings. So I’ve been aware what the council does but not 

directly involved. 

Karen Henry 

 

The Church Council will meet at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, July 15th at the St. Benedict Center. 



  

 

 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate… For I do not do 

the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do…  For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I 

see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that 

dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God 

through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

Romans 7:15, 19, 22-25a 

 

Martin Luther loved this passage from Paul’s letter to the Romans – which we’ll be reading in the lectionary 

coming up in July.  Luther was a man tortured by his own shortcomings and failings; fearful that he would never 

be good enough for God, he would sometimes even leave the confessional booth only to go right back in to 

confess other sins that he had thought of.  He identified deeply with the struggle Paul names here: despite his 

best intentions and efforts to be a model Christian, Luther kept finding himself giving in to sin and brokenness.   

 

It was in this struggle of feeling like he would never, ever be good enough that Luther experienced the 

revelation of grace.  He would never be good enough to earn his own salvation.  Yet he had been redeemed by 

Christ’s self-giving love, once and for all time.  He had been saved by grace through faith, apart from works, for 

the sake of Christ.  And this revelation actually freed Luther to start becoming the better Christian he wanted to 

be.  His focus shifted from being directed inward toward himself to going outward toward the church and the 

broader world, a change that enabled him to become a powerful voice of reform in the church.  This is the 

legacy that we, as Lutherans, inherit.   

 

These verses from Romans – as well as Luther’s legacy – have been speaking powerfully to me as I contemplate 

the current state of things in the world.  Our Black siblings and other siblings of color are crying out for justice 

in the wake of terrible violence, and as a white person, I sometimes struggle to know where I can fit into this 

movement and how I can help.  I worry about saying or doing the wrong thing – yet I also worry about not 

saying or doing anything at all.  I am so keenly aware of my own shortcomings and failings, conscious of the 

internalized biases and prejudices I carry from growing up in a sheltered, completely white community.   

 

I wonder if these fears and worries are what make it so deeply uncomfortable for us to talk about racism.  We 

don’t know what to say or do, and we are afraid that someone else will call us out on it and make us feel bad.  

Fear and guilt and shame are a terrible burden to carry, and they can be totally paralyzing.  They can lead us to 

react with defensiveness and anger, or to be quick to dismiss what someone says because we don’t like the 

way it was said (eg. dismissing protests because of rioters and looters), or just to be silent and not do anything 

at all. 

 

Perhaps we could use a renewed revelation of that grace that Luther experienced.  Near the end of June, I 

tuned in to a Zoom meeting of church leaders wrestling with the question of how to be church in times of crisis, 

focusing especially on this civil rights moment of history we are living in.  The presenter – a professor from 

Wartburg Seminary – blew my mind when he talked about racism as a kind of original sin.  We are born into a 

world stained by racism, governed by racist structures, imprinted with the prejudices of the generations before 

us (and the generations before them).  We cannot escape being racist – none of us can – it is a pre-existing 

condition of being human.  



  

 

 

 

Like Luther, and Paul before him, we might cry out in hopeless lament about being “captive to the law of sin 

that dwells in [our] members.”  But this presenter had hopeful words.  Rather than knocking ourselves out 

trying to scourge ourselves of every single trace of racism, he said that what the church really needs is to be 

anti-racist.  Anti-racism acknowledges that, while we will struggle with our own internal prejudices all our lives, 

that does not have to stop us from being part of the fight to stop racism’s destructive impact on the world in 

the meanwhile.  Like Luther’s revelation of grace, focusing on being anti-racist turns us away from an inward 

focus toward ourselves and turns us outward toward the world, where we can make a difference.   

 

We will inevitably screw it up.  And that’s okay.  No one gets it perfect.  But through grace we have been freed 

to keep on trying to do better.  And we will keep on trying to do better together.  The leaders of our church – 

including our bishops – are calling on congregations not to grow weary, but to stay strong and to stay in this 

struggle with and on behalf of our siblings of color.  Bishop Brian Maas has challenged each of us to do one 

thing, right now, “to take one step toward the reconciliation for which Jesus died, and for which humanity 

continues to wait,” and the Nebraska Synod has put out a list of suggested resources for this purpose.  And if 

you’re not sure where to start, the best first step is always to listen.  There are some wonderful books and 

articles on the synod’s list; there are also excellent documentaries and films available (search “Black Lives 

Matter” on Netflix – treasure trove!).  I am also here for you, to be a conversation partner/guide/fellow broken 

human traveling this journey as well. 

 

As Paul writes in the sixth chapter of Romans, we are given the gift of grace – not so that we may keep on 

sinning “in order that grace may abound”; but rather that by grace we were baptized into Christ’s death, so 

that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might have the chance to walk 

in a new way of life.  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

Faithfully, 

Pr. Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

All Services at 9:30am unless otherwise indicated. 

 
Sunday July 5  Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Zechariah 9:9-12, Psalm 145:8-14, Romans 7:15-25a, Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Sunday July 12  Sixth Sunday after Pentecost  

Isaiah 55:10-13, Psalm 65:1-13, Romans 8:1-11, Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

Sunday July 19  Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 44:6-8, Psalm 86:11-17, Romans 8:12-25, Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

Sunday July 26  Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 3:5-12, Psalm 119:129-136, Romans 8:26-39, Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
St. John's Women of the ELCA 

"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.” 
 

All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA 
embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith 
in Jesus Christ.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
 July 7th   1:30p.m.  General Meeting with Bible Study 
 July 28th 1:30p.m.  Quilting 

 
 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING 
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.” 

July 28th, 2020 
 Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion around the 

world. Help us help others. No experience is necessary. Quilts are ready to tie or there is fabric to be cut. If 
you would like to sew at home, we can provide the materials. 

 



  

 

 

Reminder: 
 We miss you, Worship and coffee fellowship! We know it is hard not to be able to come to church and 

worship together. One of our instructions is to stay connected. You can stay connected with your 

church family by going to the St. John's web site: stjohnslutheranschuyler.wordpress.com. If you click on 

Virtual Church you will find instructions, Worship Online, Resources, Previous Live Videos, and be able 

to watch services streamed on the public Facebook page at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays. Reach out and stay 

connected with someone in our church family or your family or a friend. Let us know if your church 

needs to be doing something for you. God bless you. Be patient! Stay Home and Be Safe! 

Your Evangelism and Social Ministry Team 

 

 We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-      
352-3550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-
615-1485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain. 

 

 Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers  or removed when 
prayers have been answered. 

 

 If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle 
their name and address personally or leave it in her mailbox at church. 

 

 If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so we 
can celebrate you. 

 

 St. John’s Reservation Book  If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social 
Hall/Classrooms from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the 
Church Office to block out your date and times.  

 

 Birthdays 

 
 2 Ben Vrba 
 4 Marlene Zima 
 6 Nellie Muehlich 
 10 Randy Plummer 
 12 Rick Fendrick 
   Easton Hall 
 14 Scott Borman 
                         Brittani Swanson  
 27 David Reinecke 
 
 
 

      Anniversaries 

  
      14 Dean & Jalaine Vavricek 
      23 Brian & Chrissi Bywater 



  

 

 

July 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

       

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 
Stay Home & 

Stay Safe. 

 WELCA- 
General Meeting 

& Bible Study 

1:30p.m. 

    

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 
Stay Home & 

Stay Safe. 

  Council 
Meeting 9a.m. 

St. Benedict 
Center 

Retreat to follow 

Mobile Food 
Bank  

4-5:30p.m. 

 Communion on 
the lawn 
9a.m. & 

10:30a.m. 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 
Stay Home & 

Stay Safe. 

      

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 
Stay Home & 

Stay Safe. 

 Quilting 
1:30p.m. 

    

       

       

 



  

 

 

There are no minutes for an April Church Council meeting because no meeting was held due to COVID-19. 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Congregational Council Meeting 

May 13, 2020 
 

Meeting was conducted online using Google Meet. 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:07 pm by President Jalaine Vavricek. Council members participating were: 
Pastor Day Hefner,  John Sayer, Karen Henry, Chellee Nelson, Rick Fendrick, Jon Knutson. 
 
Devotion/Prayer:  Vavricek gave the devotion. 
 
Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the March 10 & 16, 2020 council meetings were presented. Motion by 
Pastor Day and seconded by Henry to approve minutes with corrections. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Day submitted a report for April (see attached). Pastor stated that with  Covid 19  
there has been a great demand at the food pantry. 
 
President’s Report:  A report was presented by Vanricek (see attached). Vavricek suggested to change garbage 
pickup, at the church, be changed to twice a month. Property will look into this.  
Motion by Vavricek, seconded by Nelson to approve the Pastor’s and  Presidents reports. Motion carried. 
 
Christion Ed: No report other than what is in the President’s report. 
 
Finance & Stewardship: Giving has been down and we haven’t been meeting our budget. Vavricek said she 
would write something up, for in the newsletter, addressing this. 
 
Property: No Report 
 
Worship & Music: Christy Bywater will be choosing the music for the next few months. 
 
Evangelism & Social Ministry: Vavricek addressed this in the President’s report 
 
Motion by Knutson/Sayer, seconded by Pastor Day/Henry to approve all reports. Motion carried. 
 
Old Business: 

 Pastor Day will look into ways to improve Facebook services. 

 Pastor Day will be in contact with synod about changing the churches constitution and bylaws. 

 Pastor would like some ideas for Training Disciples. Please submit them to Pastor.  

 Recruiting Council Members: Each council member should write an article of encouragement. 

 Council Retreat: Will be monitored if we will be able to have it in July.  
 
New Business: 

 New Financial Secretary? 

 Setting criteria for reopening church services. Pastor has guidelines from synod, for how and when. The 
council has agreed to use these guidelines. 

 Pastor will look into A/V equipment to improve Facebook viewing. 



  

 

 

 Sharon Shurman is requesting to purchase 2 new banners and hangers for $175.00. Henry motioned 
and Pastor Day seconded to approve the purchase of the banners. Motion carried. 

 
Closing: Meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Next meeting June 10th @ 7:00 pm at church. 
 
Adjournment: Motion to adjourn by Sayers, seconded by Henry. Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Grilled Horseradish Slaw 

You'll be making this zesty slaw for every backyard barbecue. 
 
Horseradish adds some tang to this slaw. 
YIELDS: 6 servings     TOTAL TIME: 10 mins 
 
INGREDIENTS 
2 tbsp. white wine vinegar  
2 tbsp. prepared horseradish, squeezed of excess moisture 
1 tbsp. olive oil 
1 tsp. Dijon mustard 
1/2 tsp. caraway seeds 
Kosher salt and black pepper 
1/2 small red cabbage, cut into 4 wedges, leaving the core intact 
  
DIRECTIONS 

1. Whisk together white wine vinegar, horseradish, olive oil, Dijon mustard, caraway seeds, and salt and 
black pepper in a bowl. Heat grill to medium-high. Brush red cabbage with 1 Tbsp. olive oil. Grill, turning 
once, until charred and beginning to soften, 3 to 5 minutes. Transfer to a cutting board and coarsely 
chop (discarding the core); toss with dressing. 

 

Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me 
will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be 

thirsty.” 
John 6:35 NIV 


