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Important news......... 
 

Save Postage!!  If you have an email address and have not provided that address to the church 

office, please help us save the expense of postage.  We want to be able to email you the 

monthly newsletter and not have to use the US postal service.  Please send your email address 

to Crystal at office.stjohns821@gmail.com.  Thank you! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We miss you, Worship and coffee fellowship! We know it is hard not to be able to come to church and worship 

together. One of our instructions is to stay connected. You can stay connected with your church family by going 

to the St. John's web site: stjohnslutheranschuyler.wordpress.com. If you click on Virtual Church you will find 

instructions, Worship Online, Resources, Previous Live Videos, and be able to watch services streamed on the 

public Facebook page at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays. Reach out and stay connected with someone in our church 

family or your family or a friend. Let us know if your church needs to be doing something for you. God bless 

you. Be patient! Stay Home and Be Safe! 

Your Evangelism and Social Ministry Team 

 

“I will give you hidden treasures, riches stored in secret places, so that you may 

know that I am the Lord, the God of Israel, who summons you by name.” 

Isaiah 45:3 NIV 

mailto:office.stjohns821@gmail.com


  

 

 

In these strange times, the church council would like to thank you all for your continued benevolence 

to St. John’s. Giving financially is one of many forms of stewardship for our church. 

 If you are like me, you no doubt feel depressed or tired of this Covid pandemic. It has no doubt changed 

our thinking and our lives. I want to see my children and grandchildren, yet am uncertain if that would be wise. 

Not feeling safe, CDC guidelines, daily press conferences, local health guidelines and information coming from 

many sources have inundated to the point of boredom to even anger. 

 But let me challenge you for a moment. When I stop to think how blessed my life is, and how God has 

given me my life and present situation, I feel guilty and often ashamed. Yes I am limited by rules but I have 

some money. One billion people live on less than a dollar a day and almost half the planet’s people live on less 

than 10 dollars a day (gapminder.com). $12,000 a year for someone is still almost 33 dollars a day. 

 I am still able to get food and take care of my needs at home. My water still runs and I can shower and 

flush without thinking much about it. 780 million people lack access to clean water and 2.5 billion lack 

sanitation features that we take for granted. (cdc.gov) 

 300 million people are living with conditions that include violent conflicts and war. 69 million have been 

displaced by violence in the last year. (theguardian.com) My neighbor still feels safe to me. 

 My point is this. We don’t have it so bad. I’m sure many in our congregation have had to sacrifice during 

these times. I believe things will get better, but things could be worse. 

 The challenge is this. Can we, who have been blessed continue to support St. John’s with our financial 

giving? Can we give $1, $10, $33, $50, $? more? Each of us will have to assess our situations and ask ourselves, 

can we do more? St John’s and the ELCA do much for our community and world. 

 So in these strange times, please be thankful for your blessings, and consider continuing and maybe 

even increasing your benevolence. 

Jon Knutson, Finance and Stewardship Team 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

Would you consider helping your church family?  In December of this year as a congregation, we will be 

electing members to the Church Council.  There will be four openings on the seven member Council that we 

want to fill.  Some of the present members have served for several years.  Others have served on the Council 

more than once.  Someone asked me, "What does the Church Council do"?  In the next several newsletters, we 

will give each Council member the opportunity to answer that question and others.  They will give their own 

prospective on service to St. John's.  Please read what they have written and give the possibility of you serving 

consideration.  Jon Knutson, the Council Vice President, has written for the June newsletter.  As a teacher, he 

expresses his thoughts on public serve.  Thank you, Jon.   

Jalaine Vavricek, Council President 

 

Being on the church council to me seems like a challenge every adult member of a church should 

consider. 

The United States is a democracy. Our Church practices the ideals and values that a democracy has at its 

core. If we believe in those core democratic values of our society, then it stands to reason that we believe in 

them here. 

 Informed adults need to participate and that includes being part of the elected church legislature. 

Good people help organize the needs of our Church. That’s what our council does. Things done 

traditionally need taking care of. New ideas are needed to enhance our worship experience. The council helps 

with both. Legal requirements, paying bills, and assuming responsibility are what council members take care of. 

Some council members are “better” at being a council member. That’s OK. It’s that way in every elected group 

since the beginning of time. If you don’t try it, you’ll never know what kind of council member you might be. 

Jon K. 

 

The Church Council will meet at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 10th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 

and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps 

upon the earth." 

Genesis 1:26 

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 

2 Corinthians 13:13 

 

Broadly speaking, the liturgical year is broken up into two halves.  The first half stretches from Advent to 

Pentecost and focuses on the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The second half 

encompasses the long green season of Sundays after Pentecost and ends in late November with Reign of 

Christ Sunday.  This half of the liturgical year focuses on the church – the collective body of Christ, filled 

with the fire of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost and sent forth into the world to witness and serve in Christ’s 

name. 

 

The verses above are taken from the first Sunday of this second half of the year: Trinity Sunday.  Trinity 

Sunday falls on June 7 this year, and I think it is kind of a fitting way to begin this second half of the 

liturgical year. 

 

This reading from the first chapter of Genesis reminds us that we are all made in God’s image.  This 

particular verse is God talking to Godself in the middle of creating everything (isn’t it nice to know that 

God does this too?).  Note the pronouns that God uses: let us make humankind in our image, according to 

our likeness.  God is not some single, monolithic, lonely deity.  God is a dynamic community of persons: 

three-in-one and one-in-three.  God is relationship – how else could God be love?  The Trinity is a divine 

relationship whose wild love spirals out to embrace the entire cosmos.  So when we talk about being made 

in God’s image, it’s important to remember that it’s not just about each of us as individuals; we as a 

community, as a whole human race, are made in the loving image of our triune God. 

 

We are created to be full of love and grace.  And we are created to be in right relationship both with 

creation and with one another – just as the three persons of the Trinity exist in loving relationship with 

one another, with us, and with all of creation.  We were born of the love of the Trinity, and we continue to 

live and move and have our being in it. 

 

This powerful love keeps us connected to each other, even in this time of exile and illness.  This love 

moves us to care for our neighbors in ways that are new and uncomfortable: wearing masks and 

practicing social distancing when we go out, holding off on gathering in person for the time being, and 

doing whatever we can to support the most vulnerable among us, as well as all those who are working to 

keep the rest of us safe and fed.  And this love means that we are still church, even when we do not gather, 

and even when our worship does not look like what we are used to. 

 

The love of the Trinity will continue to sustain us as we move forward, not knowing what exactly the 

future will hold.  And love will guide us as the council and I continue to do our best to make difficult 

decisions about when and how to resume in-person worship, responding to the best information available 

to us, and to our call to live out God’s love by caring for our neighbor.   



  

 

 

 

Be kind to one another – and to yourselves – as we continue to navigate these stressful times.  And know 

that you are loved beyond measure by our triune God.  I pray that the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit may continue to be with you all, now and always. 

 

With love,  

Pr. Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Services at 9:30am unless otherwise indicated. 
 

Sunday, June 7  First Sunday after Pentecost 

Genesis 1:1—2:4a, Psalm 8, 2 Corinthians 13:11-13, Matthew 28:16-20 

Sunday June 14  Second Sunday after Pentecost  

Exodus 19:2-8a, Psalm 100, Romans 5:1-8, Matthew 9:35—10:8[9-23] 

Sunday June 21  Third Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 20:7-13, Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18, Romans 6:1b-11, Matthew 10:24-39 

Sunday June 28  Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 28:5-9, Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18, Romans 6:12-23, Matthew 10:40-42 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 
 

St. John's Women of the ELCA 
"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA 
embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in 
Jesus Christ. Would you consider joining a group where fellowship, friendship, Bible study and service are 
nurtured? Gather Magazine is the WELCA publication that we use it for our monthly Bible Study and the articles 
are very good reading. They also have a Facebook Group.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
 June 2th 1:30p.m.  General Meeting with Bible Study 

 
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING 

“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.” 
 

June 30th at 1:30p.m. 
  

Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion around the world. 
Help us help others. No experience is necessary. Quilts are ready to tie or there is fabric to be cut. If you would 
like to sew at home, we can provide the materials. 
 
 
 
 
 

VEGETABLE BARS 
2 tubes (8-count) refrigerated crescent rolls 
¾ c. mayonnaise 
½ c. sour cream 
2 pkgs. (8oz. each) cream cheese, softened 
1 env. ranch-style dressing mix 
¾ c chopped green pepper 
¾ c. chopped sliced green onion 
¾ c. diced tomato 
¾ c chopped broccoli 
¾ c. sliced carrots 
¾ c. sliced cauliflower 
¾ c. shredded cheddar cheese 
Cover bottom of bottom of 11 x 17-inch jellyroll pan with the sheets of crescent roll dough, patting and stretching 
to fit. Bake at 350 degrees for 7 to 8 minutes, until lightly brown. In mixing bowl combine salad dressing, sour 
cream, cream cheese and dressing mix. Spread over crust in pan. Combine vegetables and distribute evenly. 
Top with cheddar cheese. Cover with plastic wrap and push vegetables into cheese. Refrigerate 3 to 4 hours. 
Cut into bars and serve. Makes about 3 dozen small bars. (Half of this recipe may be prepared in a 9 x 13-inch 
pan.) 



  

 

 

Reminder: 
 We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-      

352-3550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-
615-1485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain. 

 

 Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers  or removed when 
prayers have been answered. 

 

 If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle 
their name and address personally or leave it in her mailbox at church. 

 

 If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so we 
can celebrate you. 

 

 St. John’s Reservation Book  If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social 
Hall/Classrooms from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the 
Church Office to block out your date and times.  

 
  

 Birthdays 
 
 2     Betty Herde 
        Bob Vrba 
 3     Karen Henry         
 4     Jim Folken  
 5     Scott Dubsky 
 7     Derrick Fendrick 
 10   Gavin Bywater 
 19   Sharon Schurman 
 21   Donna Carney 
 22   Linda Konz 
 23   Tracey Kracl  
  
 
 
 

      Anniversaries 

  
      4      John & Renee Sayer 
                     Richard & Carol Wolta 
      17    Andy & Shanda Hall 
      20    Tom & Viola Bender 
                   Gary & Tracey Kracl 
      25    Mike & Lori Benesch 
      26    Randy & Cindy Plummer 
      29    Bob & Darli Vrba 



  

 

 

June 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

  WELCA- 
General Meeting 

& Bible Study 

1:30p.m. 

    

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 
Stay Home & 

Stay Safe. 

  Council 
Meeting   

7p.m. 

   

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 
Stay Home & 

Stay Safe. 

   Mobile Food 
Bank  

4-5:30p.m. 

  

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 
Stay Home & 

Stay Safe. 

      

28 29 30     

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 
Stay Home & 

Stay Safe. 

 Quilting 
1:30p.m. 

    

       

       

 



  

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Congregational Council Meeting 

March 11, 2020 
 
Meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by President Jalaine Vavricek.  Council members present were: Jon 
Knutson, Rick Fendrick, Chellee Nelson, Karen Henry, John Sayer and Pastor Day Hefner. 
 
Devotion/Prayer: Jon Knutson gave the devotion. 
 
Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the February 12, 2020 council meeting were presented. Motion made by 
Pastor Day to approve the minutes with corrections. Seconded by Jon Knutson. 
 
Open Forum/Correspondence: St. John’s received a Thank You from synod for hosting the Road Show on 
February 22nd. 
 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Day submitted her report for February (see attached). Pastor stated changes to the 
Mobile Food Pantry. April will be St. John’s turn to man the Schuyler Food Pantry, there will be a signup sheet. 
 
President’s Report: A report was presented by Vavricek (see attached). Discussion on a “Safe Church”. Things 
to be implemented for the 1st tier of actions regarding COVID-19 

 Use of hand sanitizer. 
 Place offering in Offering Plate at rear of church. 
 Verbal exchange of the Peace only. 
 Other action will come as needed. 

Motion by Nelson, seconded by Fendrick to approve President’s Report. 
 
Christian Ed: Henry said her committee will be meeting soon. 
 
Finance & Stewardship: Nelson provided a Treasurer’s Report (see attached). Discussion on changes to the 
report to make it easier to understand.  
 
Property: Fendrick furnished a report (see attached 

 Gall’s Lawn service will continue to fertilize Church and Parsonage lawns. 
 Schedule for trash cans for Pat Knutson (Jon Knutson). 
 Repaint East steel door when weather permits. 
 Remove skate board signs from parking lot (not legible). 

 
Worship & Music: Henry provided a report (see attached). Itinerary for Holy Week was set up. Organists 
schedules were decided. Hymns were chosen. 
 
Evangelism & Social Ministry: Vavricek provided a report (see attached). Inactive members have been 
contacted for the second time. Plans are being made to participate in the Family Carnival & Community 
Resource Night at SES.  
Motion by Pastor Day, Seconded by Sayer to approve all reports. 
 
Old Business: 

 Henry and Sayer will recruit people to advance the information shown on the TV screens during church 
service. Will have a day of training. 



  

 

 

 Training Disciples will continue once a month this summer. Suggestions are welcome 
 Interviewed  Roseeo Garcia on March 9th for Office Secretary. 

 
New Business: 

 Hire Roseeo Garcia after a positive background check. 3 month trial period at $12.00 per hr. and 12 hrs. 
per wk. 

Motion by Pastor Day to hire Roseeo, seconded by Sayer. 
 Council Retreat scheduled for July 15th 9:00am – 3:00pm at Benedictine Mission. 
 Motion by Nelson, seconded by Sayer to remove from membership. 

 Jean & Jlysa Carney 
 Bryan &  Elizabeth Parry and family 
 Layne and Becky Tielbar and family 

 Pastor Day motioned to move Vicki Mefford to associate member, seconded by Henry. 
 
Executive Session:  

 A motion was made by Pastor Day to go into executive session, seconded by Nelson at 6:00pm. 
 Motion by Sayer, seconded by Nelson to leave executive session at 6:17pm. 

 
Adjournment: Motion to adjourn by Henry, Fendrick seconded. Adjourned at 6:20pm 
 
Next meeting April 8th @ 5:00 pm. 
Reports in boxes by April 5th. 
 

 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Congregational Council Special Meeting 
March 16, 2020 

Meeting was called to order at 5:12 pm by President Jalaine Vavricek. Council members present were: Jon 
Knutson, Karen Henry, Chellee Nelson, Rick Fendrick and Pastor Day Hefner. 
 
New Business: 

 Roseeo Garcia rescinded her application for the secretary position, because of the amount of English 
she would need to do the job. Will contact Crystal Connerley and Pat Knutson about the position. 

 CDC announced no groups of more than 10 people to gather for the next 2 weeks, because of the Covid 
19 pandemic. Pastor Day is thinking of having Church service on Facebook, with only Pastor and an 
organist in attendance. 

 Directory was gone through to see who we would need to contact about the cancellation of services 
and would not be able to connect on Facebook. 

 Go to stjohnslutheranschuyler.wordpress.com there will be a link on the web site to stream live or to 
stream at a later date. 

People who have Facebook, but are not friends of St. John’s, will be contacted how to become friends so they 
can view church services. 
 
Adjournment: Motion to adjourn by Pastor Day, seconded by Henry. Adjourned at 6:15   
 
 
There are no minutes for an April Church Council meeting because no meeting was held due to COVID-19.   


