
  

 

 

ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER 
August 2020 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
821 Denver Street   Schuyler, Nebraska 68661 

402-352-3550  

Email: office.stjohns821@gmail.com 

Web page: stjohnslutheranschuyler.wordpress.com 

 

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ 

Ministers:  the People 

    Pastor:  Day Hefner 

August Assignments 

 
Head Usher/ Greeter: 
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Important news......... 
 

Mobile Food Bank will be at 5pm this month, on August 13th, and will be held outside the Oak 

Ballroom.  Setup will start around 3:30 and volunteers are welcome! 
 

Salad Luncheon: 

With the Covid 19 virus still causing trouble, the WELCA has decided to cancel our annual community salad 

luncheon buffet. This event has been a fundraiser for filling Lutheran World Relief School kits and Personal 

Care kits. We are asking the congregation members to make a monetary donation instead of salads this year. 

Your check to the WELCA, St John’s, 821 Denver St. will be a big help and is appreciated. Karen Henry has been 

busy making backpack bags and we hope to send them in November as usual. Thank you for your support. 

 

A Thank You from a graduating senior:  

Thank you for giving me the St. John's Lutheran Church Scholarship. The money will help me so much for my 

future education at Northeast Community College. I also appreciate the key chain and cake that I got. The cake 

was good BTW!  

Thank you, Logan Nelson 

mailto:office.stjohns821@gmail.com


  

 

 

Janet Meyer; a member of St. John’s; who has blessed us with many years of playing the organ no longer lives 

at home. She has moved to Parkview Home in Dodge, Nebraska. Her daughter has requested I share Janet’s 

new address so the people that have known her for all those years that she played the organ for St. John’s may 

have the opportunity to send her cards and letters. 

Janet Meyer 

Parkview Home 

930 Second St. 

Dodge, Ne 68633 
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Historically, during the summer months, our offering giving decreases. This is true again this year. As a council, 

we are attempting to continue to pay the bills without dipping into our savings. There are several ways that you 

can give as God has blessed you. 

1. Mail your offering to the church. 

2. Bring your offering to the church when Pastor or Crystal are present. 

3. Use online giving as described on the church web site.  http://tinyurl.com/SJLC-Schuyler 

4. With your bank, do bank transfers to the church account. 

5. Take your offering to Homestead Bank and deposit the money into the church account. You may 

ask any Council member for the church's account name and number. 

Hopefully we will soon be able to worship together and bring our offerings to church as we continue "to 

witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ". 

Your Finance and Stewardship Team 

 

 

 

 

Would you consider serving your church family? This is the third writing from a church council 

member. The articles each month will hopefully answer any questions you may have about serving on your 

church council. This month it is my turn. Jalaine Vavricek, Council President 

 

There are duties of a council member listed in our Constitution. Some of the duties include being an active 

member of the congregation, attending all council meetings, with God's help discovering what is best for the 

congregation, assisting the pastor in nurturing the spiritual life of the congregation and being a leadership 

presence in the congregation. This may sound overwhelming; but it is not because this is a seven member 

council. Everyone is working together. 

 

Being involved in church life is part of my DNA. My two great, great grandfathers were founding fathers of the 

congregation in Iowa where I was baptized and confirmed. Each generation has been involved with that rural 

church and my parents were very good examples for me to follow. It makes me feel good to do something to 

move our church family forward beyond attending Sunday worship services.  

 

The Church Council has accomplished some wonderful things since I became a member of St. John's. Finding 

new pastors, building a new church, paving the parking lot, doing mission work, providing Christian education 

for all ages, nurturing our church family and recently providing a worship experience that is not the normal 

because of the pandemic to name just a few. 

 

It is my hope and prayer that you will consider serving on our church council. We will hold elections in 

December but we need you to say "YES" when someone asks you to serve.  

Jalaine Vavricek 

 

The Church Council will meet at 7pm on Wednesday August 12th. 



  

 

 

God will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when he hears it, he will answer you. Though the 

Lord may give you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide himself 

any more, but your eyes shall see your Teacher. And when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left, 

your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it.” 

Isaiah 30:19b-21 

 

Sometimes it can be hard in life, just generally, to feel confident that we know the way we should walk.  Life is 

so full of complexity.  It’s hard sometimes to know with certainty what the right thing to do is.  I imagine that’s 

something nearly all of us are wrestling with in these days, in the midst of this unprecedented global crisis.  I 

feel especially for families and schools looking ahead and wondering what the coming school year will look like, 

for businesses wondering when and how much to reopen, for people living with illness wondering how to keep 

themselves and their loved ones safe.  The way forward is murky; we can only glimpse the path ahead a few 

feet at a time. 

 

At our council retreat earlier in July, council and I took time to reflect over where our walk with God has taken 

us over the past year.  At our retreat last July, we discerned a call to build up our Christian education and 

stewardship ministries, and we have done some very good work together toward those goals in the last year – 

even with the surprising turns that life has taken since then.  Our ministry now has taken on new dimensions 

that we never could have imagined a year ago.  Though it is uncomfortable, even painful, not to gather to 

worship in our building, the sudden shift to being church online has opened up a wealth of possibilities we 

never before imagined.  It’s allowed us to reach people far beyond the walls of our building.  It’s allowed us the 

space to think about being church in a new way. 

 

And in all this, I feel like I can hear the voice of our Teacher telling us: “Yes. This is the way; walk in it.”   

 

Without a doubt, we are dealing with plenty of adversity and affliction right now.  But God is near to all who 

call.  It may not always be clear to us what the right choice is – sometimes there may not be any choice that’s 

completely right – but God invites us to lift up our struggles, our confusion, our worries, in prayer.  God invites 

us to open our hearts and listen for the voice of our Teacher, and to take the few steps forward along the path 

that we can see, trusting that God will continue to show us the way.   

 

Together as a congregation, we are praying and listening and trusting.  And we are continuing to take careful 

steps forward along the path that our Teacher shows us.  One important thing that we talked about at the 

council retreat is finding ways to make sure that we are all sticking together and staying connected with each 

other as much as we can as we walk along the way.  We recognize that that has been especially challenging for 

those who are not able to connect with our online worship and other offerings on our website and Facebook. 

 

Numbers are rising again and it’s still too soon to start worshiping in person again, indoors, especially as so 

many other places in the community are opening up.  However, council and I have decided to try out an 

intermediary option, designed to include those who are not able to connect with our online worship: 

 



  

 

 

We will continue to live stream our worship, but a small number of folks (around 10 or less) will be invited to 

come worship in person.  These will be folks who do not have smartphones or computers or a way to connect, 

and they will be contacted by me or Crystal or a member of council.  And there will be some changes for 

worship: 

 We will still sing, but the amount of singing will be reduced. 

 All those present must wear masks – no exceptions (not even me!) 

 Physical distancing must be observed; pews will be marked with places to sit 

 No coffee fellowship and no hanging around inside after worship is over 

 

If you are not contacted about coming to this service, but are really desperate to come to worship in person, 

we will work with you, but you need to let me know ASAP; please do not show up without talking to me first.  I 

don’t want to discourage anyone from coming to worship, but with circumstances the way they are, the more 

people who come, the more we have to restrict our practice to keep one another safe.  And it’s important to 

keep in mind that some of those who will be invited to worship in person are among the most at risk folks in 

our congregation.  We all have a responsibility to do everything we can to take care of each other. 

 

We continue to pray, to discern, and to listen for a word from our Teacher to guide us.  The path ahead is still 

hard to see – and it probably will be for some time to come.  But we know that God is by our side.  And we can 

trust that, if we listen, our ears shall hear God’s word, saying, “This is the way; walk in it.” 

 

Faithfully, 

Pr. Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

All Services at 9:30am unless otherwise indicated. 

 

Sunday August 2  Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 55:1-5, Psalm 145:8-9,14-21, Romans 9:1-5, Matthew 14:13-21 

Sunday August 9  Tenth Sunday after Pentecost  

1Kings 19:9-18, Psalm 85:8-13, Romans 10:5-15, Matthew 14:22-33 

Sunday August 16  Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 56:1,6-8, Psalm 67, Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32, Matthew 15:10-28 

Sunday August 23 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 51:1-6, Psalm 138, Romans 12:1-8, Matthew 16:13-20 

Sunday August 30 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 15:15-21, Psalm 26:1-8, Romans 12:9-21, Matthew 16:21-28 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
St. John's Women of the ELCA 

"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.” 
 

All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA 
embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith 
in Jesus Christ.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
 August 4th ~ 1:30p.m.  General Meeting with Bible Study 
 August 25th ~ 1:30p.m.  Quilting 

 
 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING 
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.” 

August 25th, 2020 
 Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion around the 

world. Help us help others. No experience is necessary. Quilts are ready to tie or there is fabric to be cut. If 
you would like to sew at home, we can provide the materials. 



  

 

 

Reminder: 
 We miss you, Worship and coffee fellowship! We know it is hard not to be able to come to church and 

worship together. One of our instructions is to stay connected. You can stay connected with your 

church family by going to the St. John's web site: stjohnslutheranschuyler.wordpress.com. If you click on 

Virtual Church you will find instructions, Worship Online, Resources, Previous Live Videos, and be able 

to watch services streamed on the public Facebook page at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays. Reach out and stay 

connected with someone in our church family or your family or a friend. Let us know if your church 

needs to be doing something for you. God bless you. Be patient! Stay Home and Be Safe! 

Your Evangelism and Social Ministry Team 

 

 We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-      
352-3550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-
615-1485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain. 

 

 Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers  or removed when 
prayers have been answered. 

 

 If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle 
their name and address personally or leave it in her mailbox at church. 

 

 If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so we 
can celebrate you. 

 

 St. John’s Reservation Book- If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social 
Hall/Classrooms from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the 
Church Office to block out your date and times.  

 

 Birthdays 

 
 10th-   Connor Bywater 
 18th-   Steve Nelson 
                                                    21st-    Riah Callahan 
 24th-   Chrissi Bywater 
 25th-   Jackie Pickhinke 
 29th-   Jalaine Vavricek 
 
 
 
 

      Anniversaries 

  
      1st-   Mike & Jackie Pickhinke 
       



  

 

 

August 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
       

2 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

 
 
 
 

Stay Home & 
Stay Safe. 

 WELCA- 
General Meeting 

& Bible Study 

1:30p.m. 

 Mutual Ministry 
meeting 

7p.m. 

  

9 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

10 11 12 13 14 15 

Virtual Blessing 
of Backpacks 

 
 

Stay Home & 
Stay Safe. 

  Council Meeting   

7p.m. 
Mobile Food 

Bank  
5p.m. 

Setup @ 3:30pm 
Oak Ballroom 

  

16 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 

Outdoor 
Communion 

11a.m. 
 

Stay Home & 
Stay Safe. 

Outdoor 
Communion 

7p.m. 

     

23 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

 
 
 
 

Stay Home & 
Stay Safe. 

 Quilting 
1:30p.m. 

    

30 

Worship at 
9:30a.m. 

 

31      

 
 
 
 

Stay Home & 
Stay Safe. 

      



  

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Congregational Council Meeting 

June 10, 2020 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by Council President Jalaine Vavricek. Members present were Pastor Day 

Hefner, Karen Henry, John Sayer, Chellee Nelson, Jon Knutson, Rick Fendrick. 

Devotion/Prayer: Pastor Day from 50 Ways to Pray. 

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the May 13, 2020 were presented. Motion made by Knutson, seconded by Sayer. 

Motion carried. 

Open Forum/Correspondence: Thank You from Haylie Swanson for the gifts from the congregation. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Day submitted her report (see attached). Pastor mentioned that it was 2 yrs. today that she was 

called to be our Pastor. Pastor said the Food Pantry could use some help packing food for the drive thru food pantry. 

President’s Report: A written report was supplied by Vavricek (see attached). 

Christian Ed: Written report by Vavricek (see attached).   

Finance & Stewardship: Written report by Vavricek (see attached). Konz provided financial report. 

Property: Written report by Vavricek (see attached). Also weeds around church were pulled by the Sayer’s. 

Worship & Music: No Report 

Evangelism & Social Ministry: Written report by Vavricek (see attached). 

Motion to accept all reports by Sayer, seconded by Nelson. Motion carried. 

Old Business: 

 Council Members are to review New Constitution. 

 Training Disciples: Pastor is looking for ideas. 

 Council Retreat is being planned for July 15, 2020 at Benedictine Mission House. 

New Business: 

 Chellee Nelson will be the new Financial Secretary. 

 Setting Criteria for Reopening: Pastor provided criteria that will be reviewed and what things will be adopted for 

reopening. 

 Discussed options for outdoor communion: Will have in church lawn. First time June 20th (Sat. morning) at 9:00 

am. Second communion and 10:30 am. 

New Business (cont.): 

 Use of church social hall: Knutson motioned to let Swanson use social hall. No second. Sayer motioned,   

Henry seconded to deny request by Swanson to use social hall due to Covid 19. Motion carried. 

 Sayer motioned to change Pastor Day’s housing allowance to $5000.00. Seconded by Vavricek. 

 Next meeting @ 9:00 am July 15th, 2020 at Retreat. 

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn by Sayer, seconded by Vavricek. Council closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 



  

 

 

 
 

 

Creamy Zucchini and Spinach Pasta 

Bake 

 
Enjoy Italian fare at home with this 

Creamy Zucchini and Spinach 

Pasta Bake! You'll love the taste of 

this spinach pasta bake and how 

easy it is to make. 

 

 
 

 

TOTAL TIME:  1 Hr. - Prep: 35 min. Cook: 25 min.  YIELD:  12 servings 

You can add any meat to this recipe; sausage is a popular choice. 

 

 

Ingredients 

 3 cups cavatappi, uncooked 

  1 onion, chopped 

  2 zucchini, cut lengthwise in half, then sliced crosswise 

  1 cup sliced fresh mushrooms 

  1 pkg. (6 oz.) baby spinach leaves 

  1 jar (24 oz.) Spaghetti Sauce 

  1 container (15 oz.) Ricotta Cheese 

  1 tsp. dried Italian seasoning 

  1 pkg. (8 oz.) Shredded Mozzarella Cheese 

Directions 

1. Heat oven to 375°F. 

2. Cook pasta in large saucepan as directed on package, omitting salt. 

3. Meanwhile, cook and stir onions in large nonstick skillet on medium heat 3 to 4 min. or until crisp-

tender. Add zucchini and mushrooms; cook 3 to 4 min. or until zucchini is crisp-tender, stirring 

frequently. Add half the spinach; cook 2 to 3 min. or just until wilted. Repeat with remaining spinach. 

Remove from heat. 

4. Drain pasta. Add to vegetable mixture in skillet along with the pasta sauce, ricotta, Italian seasoning and 

1 cup mozzarella; mix lightly. 

5. Spoon into 13x9-inch baking dish sprayed with cooking spray; top with remaining mozzarella. 

6. Bake 20 to 25 min. or until casserole is heated through and mozzarella is melted. 
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