
  

 

 

ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER 
April 2020 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
821 Denver Street   Schuyler, Nebraska 68661 

402-352-3550  
Email : office.stjohns821@gmail.com 

Web page: stjohnslutheranschuyler.wordpress.com 
 

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ 
Ministers:  the People 
    Pastor:  Day Hefner 

 

 
                          April Assignments 

 

                             Head Usher/ Greeter:  Nelsons 
 

                                        Communion Assistant: Chellee Nelson 
 

     Lector:  Jon Knutson 
 

 
Important news......... 
 

Stewardship in a Changing Church and Funding Our Ministries 
 

This month we were going to tell you about our "April Showers" event. An opportunity for you to shop and buy 
needed items for the church like paper products, garbage bags, and cleaning supplies. All that changed with the 
impact of Covid-19 and we care and are praying for you. Now we are asking you to not forget your church. Your 
offerings are needed to continue to fund our ministries. We have been asked by CHI to provide space for 
daycare as they fight Covid-19. We will continue to provide space for The Center for Survivors. There will still be 
a need to host the Omaha Food Bank. We are blessed to have had Pastor Day quickly provided "Training 
Disciples" on Wednesday at 6:30 and Sunday Worship at 9:30 on Facebook. Needs and ministries will not stop. 
Your offerings will pay our bills and meet the needs of others. At this time, you may mail your offerings to the 
church. We are working on information about electronic giving and other ways that you may use to continue 
your support. We love the quote, "stewardship is everything you do after you say 'I believe.'"  
Your Finance & Stewardship Team  
 

Please stay home ! 
 
 
 



  

 

 

ST. JOHN’S CAMPER’S YARD SALE (Note earlier date) 
DATES:   
Friday, May 29 from 9:00 to 6:00  
Saturday, May 30 from 9:00 to 11:00 (Fill a Bag for $4.00) 
DONATE ITEMS 
When:  Donations can be brought to the church anytime between now and the sale.   
*I would prefer that large items not be brought until the week of the sale if possible.   
What:  Men’s, women’s, children’s clothing; housewares-pots, pans, dishes, utensils, small appliances, etc.;  
home décor- holiday decorations, rugs, curtains, etc.; bed and bath- towels, blankets, sheets, etc.; furniture – 
outdoor and indoor. Electronics-   * Please be sure items are in good condition and electronics are in working 
condition.  
NOTE:  We will NOT accept the old tube TV’s, VCR players, etc.  Other electronics such as computers and 
printers must be in working condition with instruction manuals included.   
**Pricing is NOT necessary 
Where:  Bring items to church and put in the 2nd Sunday School room on the West side.   
***If you do not have a church key, or need help unloading items, or have questions, call: 
Lori Benesch – 402-615-0414 
Mike Benesch – 402-614-0703 

 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

 
Rick & I would like to Thank everyone who helped in anyway with the Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper!!!!!! Thank you to the 26 volunteers who donated their time to 
working before, during and after the Pancake Supper!! Thank you to Preston & Easton 
Hall for showing up and helping where needed!! Thank you to Sharon Schurman for 
getting $250 through “Thrivent Action Team Project” to help with getting the food 

needed for the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper!! Thank you to the Nelson family for their food donation above 
the $250 from Thrivent Action Team Project!!!! We sponsored several Coffee Fellowships which helped us get 
most of our supplies we needed. Plus we had 2 members making donations as well. That helped keep our 
expenses down and we had a greater profit!! Thank you all for making this fund raiser a success!!  
 

Thank you to Rick Fendrick for picking up and taking back the griddle to Loup Power District!! Thank you to 
John Sayer for cleaning the griddle following the Pancake Supper!! Cleaning and re-seasoning the griddle takes 
a lot of time. Thank you to everyone who helped clean up after the Pancake Supper!! All of your helping hands 
helped got everyone home early!! Thanks again!! 
 

We served 166 hungry adults (8 orders to go),  9 kids aged 6-12 years and 4 free kids aged 5 & u 
under for a total of 179!!  Last year we served 145 people so we had an increase of 35 people in attendance! 
We had a surge of people from 5-6:15, but we got everyone fed. Ticket Sales were $1,207. Door Donations 
$137 as the deposit was $1,344. Expense we had were The Schuyler Sun ad, $70.00 and Supplies, $30.04. 
Expenses were $100.04. Proceeds are $1,243.96 to St. John‘s Lutheran Christian Education Programs.  
 

Mark your calendar next year for February 16, 2021 for the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper!!!   Diane Fendrick 



  

 

 

A word from our Pastor 
 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two 
angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.  They 
said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not 

know where they have laid him."  When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but 
she did not know that it was Jesus.  Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking 

for?" 
John 20:11-15a 

 

Early on the morning of the very first Easter, Mary Magdalene stands, weeping, outside the empty tomb.  So 
much has happened – so much hopeful excitement, followed by so much sorrow, so much loss.  And now, when 
she has come to say her goodbyes to her friend, to her hope, it seems that the universe has added insult to 
injury and someone has taken his body, so that she cannot even mourn him properly.   
 

The worst thing imaginable had happened to Mary and the other followers of the Way – they had watched 
helplessly as the Roman Empire crucified their Messiah and Lord.  Their hopes for God’s reign were snuffed out.  
Yet God was not done.   
 

Jesus rises from the dead, and he comes to Mary in the garden.  In the midst of her deep sadness, she does not 
even recognize him at first, until he gently calls her name.  Her hope lives.  Jesus lives.  And there will be 
rejoicing, there will be feasting, there will be breakfast on the beach, there will be a chance for redemption and 
reconciliation.  But in that moment of darkness, in the early morning outside the empty tomb, it is difficult to see 
or to imagine all the things that will come.   
 

Right now, we are living in our own moment of darkness.  The global COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted our daily 
lives in so many ways.  In a short period of time, it has come to dominate what we think about, what we hear 
about, what we talk about.  We are afraid of catching the virus, of what it might do to us and to the people that 
we care about.  We are afraid of what all this isolation and social distancing might do to the economic well-being 
of our communities.  We are afraid because there is not yet a clear end in sight; we don’t know how long this 
moment of darkness will continue.  We don’t know when or if life will go back to something we recognize as 
normal. 
 

Yet Christ is here with us, just as he stood with Mary in the garden on that first Easter morning.  Christ is with us, 
acting through us, as we discover new ways of being church together.  Even in the midst of social distancing, the 
body of Christ is finding more ways than ever to connect with one another.  In the absence of our physical 
gathering, we are forging church together on a digital frontier.  There is an unprecedented sharing of worship 
and resources and solidarity that is bringing churches from across the globe together in unexpected and holy 
ways.  Oh yes, Christ is at work – even here, even now. 
 

Even in these times of uncertainty and fear, the story is far from over.  We are discovering – like Mary 
Magdalene and the earliest disciples – that we are living only part of a long story of salvation that is still being 
written.  God is not done yet. 
 

However you may be feeling as the time of Holy Week and Easter approaches – whether you are ready for the 
jubilation of Palm Sunday and Easter, or you feel the fear of Maundy Thursday, or you carry the aching loss and 
grief of Good Friday – know that the good news is as true in this very moment as it was at the moment Mary 
stood weeping outside the tomb: Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed. 
 

Faithfully, 
Pr. Day 



  

 

 

All Services at 9:30 a.m. unless otherwise indicated. 
 

Sunday, April 5   Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday 
Matthew 21:1-11, Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 31:9-16, Philippians 2:5-11, Matthew 26:14--27:66, Matthew 27:11-54 

 

Thursday, April 9   Maundy Thursday 
Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14,  Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19,  1 Corinthians 11:23-26,  John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

 

Friday, April 10   Good Friday 
Isaiah 52:13--53:12,  Psalm 22,  Hebrews 10:16-25,  John 18:1--19:42 

 

Saturday, April 11  Vigil of Easter 
Genesis 1:1--2:4a, Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21, Isaiah 55:1-11, Ezekiel 36:24-28, Romans 6:3-11, John 20:1-18 

 

Sunday, April 12   Easter Day 
Acts 10:34-43,  Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24,  Colossians 3:1-4,  Matthew 28:1-10 

 

Sunday, April 19  Second Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:14a, 22-32,  Psalm 16,  1 Peter 1:3-9,  John 20:19-31 

 

Sunday, April 26  Third Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41,  Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19,  1 Peter 1:17-23,  Luke 24:13-35 

 
 

 

 
 

St. John's Women of the ELCA 
"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA 
embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in 
Jesus Christ. Would you consider joining a group where fellowship, friendship, Bible study and service are 
nurtured? Gather Magazine is the WELCA publication that we use it for our monthly Bible Study and the articles 
are very good reading. They also have a Facebook Group.  
 

A free gift from Gather: Download our March and April issues for free when you sign up for our newsletter 
https://www.gathermagazine.org/our-gift-to-you-gathers-mar…/ 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: If possible:  
Apr 7 1:30 General Meeting and Bible Study  
Apr 25 1:30 Quilting  

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING 
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.”  

April 25, 2020  
Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion around the world. 
Help us help others. No experience is necessary. Quilts are ready to tie or there is fabric to be cut. If you would 
like to sew at home, we can provide the materials. Quilts have recently been shipped to Peru and Montenegro. 

School Kits have gone to Nicaragua and Romania. 



  

 

 

Reminder 
 We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-      

352-3550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-
615-1485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain. 

 
 Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers  or removed when 

prayers have been answered. 
 

 If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail Fickle 
their name and address personally or leave it in her mailbox at church. 

 
 If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so we 

can celebrate you. 
 

 St. John’s Reservation Book  If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social 
Hall/Classrooms from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the 
Church Office to block out your date and times.  

 
 Birthdays 
  9 Lolly Kroeger 
  16 Auston Hall 
  17 Brayden Rocha 
  18 Monica Hull 
  21 Sharan Stoltenberg 
  23 Lori Benesch 
  24 Ashley Zastera 
  30 Layne Tielbar 
 
  
 Anniversaries 
  22 John & Lemay Anderson 
  23 Harold & Vicki Drueppel 
  
 
 

 
Need Rides 

 
Need a ride on Sunday morning?  If the roads are looking bad or you’re not feeling up to driving but still want 
to be at church, please give one of these folks a call by 9am on Sunday morning: 

 
 Lori Benesch — 402-615-0414 
 Diane Fendrick — 402-615-0516 
 Vicky Folken — 402-615-1504 
 Jalaine Vavricek — 402-352-5883 or  402-615-1485 

 
 
If none of these folks are available, try Pastor Day at 402-369-0279 and she will try to deputize a driver! 



  

 

 

Oatmeal Fudgies – from Lori Benesch 
1st Layer                                                 2nd Layer 
1 c. butter softened                            2 c. milk chocolate chips 
2 c. brown sugar                              1 (14 oz) can sweetened condensed milk 
2 eggs                                                     2 T butter 
2 tsp. vanilla                                          ¼ tsp. salt 
1 tsp. baking soda                                1 c. chopped nuts 
1 tsp. salt                                               1 tsp. vanilla 
 

1st Layer 
Cream butter and brown sugar.   Beat in eggs and vanilla.  Sift together flour, baking soda, and 1 teaspoon salt.  
Add to sugar mixture, and mix.  Add oatmeal and mix well.  Pat about 2/3 of mixture into a 10 x 15 inch cookie 
pan (with sides).  *Dough will be thick and difficult to spread-use your fingers to pat it into a thin layer.  I use a 
little more than 2/3 of dough.   
2nd Layer 
Over low heat, cook until smooth the chocolate chips, milk, butter, and 1/4tsp. salt. When mixture is smooth (it 
will be thick), remove from heat and add nuts and vanilla.  Spread over the oatmeal dough.  Dot with remaining 
dough mixture.  I make five dots.  One in each corner and one in the middle.   
Bake for 20-25 minutes at 350 degrees.  Dough can be slightly soft and gooey.   
 

Cinnamon Roll Coffee Cake. Shared by Esme!! 
Ingredients 

 3 cups flour 
 ½ tsp . salt 
 1 cup sugar 
 4 tsp baking powder 
 1½ cup milk  
 2 eggs 
 4 teaspoons vanilla 
 1 stick butter , melted 
 1 cup brown sugar 
 1 tbsp cinnamon 
 3 cups powdered sugar 
 1 tsp vanilla 
 1-2 tbsp water 

Instructions 
Set oven to preheat at 350 degrees. 
Mix flour, salt, sugar, baking powder with a whisk. In a separate bowl mix the milk, eggs and vanilla. Mix the 
wet and dry together, then add in the melted butter. Mix until well combined. 
 

Use some baking spray to spray a rectangular cake pan, 9x13, then pour the batter evenly into the pan. 
Mix brown sugar and cinnamon together and spread evenly on the cake. Use a knife or fork to swirl the sugar 
and cinnamon into the batter. 
Bake for 30 minutes, let cool completely. 
 

Mix the powdered sugar, 1 tsp vanilla and water until it is a consistency like pancake syrup. 
Pour over the cake and it will set into a harder glaze.  Enjoy with a fantastic cup of coffee. 



  

 

 

April 2020 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       
    

Training disciples 
at 6:30  
(Facebook Live) 

   

       
 
Worship at 9:30 
am. 

  
General bible 
study at 1:30 pm.  
(If possible) 

  
Maundy Thursday 
service 6:30 pm. 

 
Good Friday at 
6:30 pm. 

 
Easter Vigil 
service at 6:30 
pm. 

       
 
Worship at 9:30 
am. 

 
Easter Monday. 
 
Office closed. 

   
Mobile Food 
Bank at 4-5 pm. 

  

       
 
Worship at 9:30 
am. 

Pastor Day out 
of town for 
conference/vacati
on. 

Pastor Day out 
of town for 
conference/vacati
on. 

Pastor Day out 
of town for 
conference/vacati
on. 

Pastor Day out 
of town for 
conference/vacati
on. 

Pastor Day out 
of town for 
conference/vacati
on. 

 
 
Quilting at 1:30. 

       
 
Worship at 9:30 
am. 

Pastor Day out 
of town for 
conference/vacati
on. 

Pastor Day out 
of town for 
conference/vacati
on. 

    

 
Sunday worship will be done thru Facebook live till further notice. 



  

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Congregational Council Meeting 

February 12, 2020 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Council Vice-President Jon Knutson. Members present were Pastor Day 
Hefner, John Sayer, Chellee Nelson, Karen Henry and Rick Fendrick. Absent was Jalaine Vavricek. 
 

Devotion/Prayer: Pastor Day gave the devotion. 
 

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the January 8 and January 26, 2020 council meetings were presented. A motion was 
made by Pastor Day and seconded by Henry. Motion carried 
 

Open Forum/Correspondence: A Thank You card was provided by Pastor Day, signed by Council to be given to Esme for 
her services as secretary. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Day submitted her report for January (see attached). Discussed Training Disciples materials. 
Pastor informed council that a separate board of directors was formed for the Food Pantry. Mobile Food Pantry is Thurs. 
Febr. 13th. Council members to do the first Lenten meal on Wed. March 4th , menu will be decided after Shove Tue. 
 

President’s Report: A President’s report was supplied to Council members prior to meeting by Vavricek (see attached).   
 

Christian Ed: No report. Henry said she will be getting together with Lori Benesh to set up a Christin Ed meeting. 
 

Finance & Stewardship: Finance report was presented by Nelson (see attached).  A favorable report on the numbers so 
far this year. 
 

Property: Light stains on the ceilings of the library and nursery have been cause by ice damming on the roof. A remedy 
will be addressed at a later date. 
 

Worship & Music: Pastor Day provided a report (see attached). Discussion on getting the monitors in the sanctuary going. 
Knudson said he may know someone who could help us get them up and running. 
 

Evangelism & Social Ministry: A report was supplied to Council prior to meeting by Vavricek (see attached). 
 

Motion to accept all reports : Sayers, seconded by Nelson. Motion carried. 
 

Old Business: Committee’s to furnish Lenten Meals. Council evaluation of Pastor Day was reviewed. 
 

New Business:  
 Bob Svoboda’s and Mike Benesch’s resignation from council. 
 John Sayer’s resignation from nominating comm. 
 Appoint Bob Svoboda & Mike Benesch to nominating comm. 
 Appoint Jalaine Vavricek as delegate to Synod Assembly 
 Move Brad Benesch from active to associate membership. 

All actions were accepted by council. 
 Lenten offering will go to the Food Pantry. 
 New secretary applications will be received. Work hrs. will be 12hrs. per wk. Mon.-Thurs. Start at $12.00 

per hr. 3mo. trial. 
 Council Member Strategies: Tabled 
 Council Retreat tentatively set for July 15th or 16th. 

Executive Session: None 
 
Adjournment: Motion by Sayer, seconded by Nelson. Motion carried at 6:26 pm. Council closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  
Next meeting March 11, 2020 @ 5:00 pm. 
Reports in boxes by March 8th. 


