
  

 

 

 
ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER 

January 2020 
 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
821 Denver Street   Schuyler, Nebraska 68661 

402-352-3550  

Email : office.stjohns821@gmail.com 
Web page: stjohnslutheranschuyler.wordpress.com 

 
 

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ 
 

Ministers:  the People   
    Pastor:  Day Hefner 

 

 

January Assignments 
 

Head Usher/ Greeter:  Mike and Lori Benesch 
  

Communion Assistant:  Karen Henry 
 

Lector:  Lori Benesch 
 

Green Team:  
  
                                               
 
 

Important news......... 
 

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 26th following worship. A quorum of active 
voting members is needed to conduct business. We will approve minutes of past meetings, reports, changes 

to our bylaws and the 2020 budget. Your attendance is requested. 
 

Training Disciples, an educational program for all ages, will be held on Wednesday evenings of January 
15th and 22nd. As disciples we will learn how we can become active committee ministers. Changes, which 
have been made to our bylaws, will be reviewed before the annual meeting. Bible instruction for elementary 
children will be held at the same time. A light meal will be served at 6:30 p.m. with the programs following. 
Come to nourish body and soul.  
 
Reports for the annual meeting: Please submit any and all reports for the annual report to the church office 
by January 5.  Please type and email reports to office.stjohns821@gmail.com and stjohns821@gmail.com.   

If you know you will not be able to meet this deadline, please let us know ASAP. 
Getting reports in on time really helps to make sure that everything that needs to go into the report gets into 

the report — thanks for your cooperation! 
 
Council meeting will be Wednesday 8th at 5 pm. Everyone is welcome. 
 
Mobile food bank will be Thursday 9th from 4-5:30 pm.  Volunteers are always welcome. 
 

 



  

 

 

 
A word from our pastor 

 
“Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 

your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
Matthew 11:29-30 

 
I started crocheting when I was about 13 years old.  I was in a home economics class – actually a cooking-
focused class, if memory serves – and just for fun, during the last week or two of the semester, the teacher 
decided to teach us how to crochet.  She promised us it would be super quick and easy to learn.  I’ve always 
been a craftily inclined person and a fairly quick learner, so I was eager to try it!  
 
However, being a left-handed person, I had a terrible time trying to follow along with the teacher’s instructions 
and demonstration.  And, being an impatient person, I quickly gave up and decided I would just stick with 
chaining (the foundational stitch where you literally just pull one loop through another loop over and over) 
forever.   
 
Thankfully, my teacher did not give up on teaching me to crochet.  She actually invited the parent of another 
student – a woman who happened to be both an avid crocheter and a fellow lefty – to come sit with me and 
show me how to do it.  And it worked!  Having the instructions translated to a perspective I could actually 
relate to made it so much easier for me to understand and do the stitches myself. 
 
Jesus invites us to take his yoke upon us and learn from him because his yoke is easy and his burden is light.  
But I think it’s safe to say that it’s not always easy to know how exactly to do that in our day-to-day lives.  It’s 
not always immediately obvious how we can apply words of scripture written upwards of around 2,000 years 
ago to our lives here and now in the 21st century.  We can all use a little help translating these words to a 
perspective we can actually relate to. 
 
That is fundamentally the idea behind St. John’s Lutheran’s new initiative: “Training Disciples.”  It’s to wrestle 
with the question: how do we go about walking the path of discipleship on Monday through Saturday?  In 
Training Disciples, we invite you to bring your burning questions and to dive into the messiness of where faith 
meets life so that we can discuss and discern together where Christ might be calling us to follow.   
 
In practical terms, Training Disciples will be a series of gatherings on Wednesday evenings throughout the 
year – anywhere from 1-5 weeks at a time – for a light meal and time of conversation and a time of bible study 
and discussion.  People of all ages are welcome – we will have ways for adults, children, and youth to engage 
so that the whole family can come. 
 
Our next Training Disciples series will be January 15 and 22 at 6:30pm.  This series – “Life Together” – will be 
a very practical series focused on how we as a congregation live out our call to follow Christ together as a 
community, ahead of our annual meeting on January 26. 
 
Please, come and join us!  Take up the yoke – it’s easy, I promise.  
 
Faithfully, 
Pr. Day 
 
(for more information on planned Training Disciples series, please visit the Christian Education section of our 
website) 
  



  

 

 

 
All Services at 9:30 a.m. unless otherwise indicated. 

 
Sunday, January 5 - Second Sunday of Christmas 

Jeremiah 31:7-14,  Psalm 147:12-20,  Ephesians 1:3-14,  John 1:[1-9] 10-18 
 

Sunday, January 12 -  Baptism of Our Lord 
Isaiah 42:1-9,  Psalm 29,  Acts 10:34-43,  Matthew 3:13-17 

 
Sunday, January 19 - Second Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 49:1-7,  Psalm 40:1-11, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9,  John 1:29-42 
 

Sunday, January 26 - Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 9:1-4,  Psalm 27:1, 4-9,  1 Corinthians 1:10-18,  Matthew 4:12-23 

 
 

Year C focuses on the Gospel of Luke.  The second, New Testament, readings are chosen mainly from Galatians, 
Colossians, 1 and  2 Timothy and 2 Thessalonians. 
 

 

 
 

 
St. John's Women of the ELCA 

"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA embraces all 
kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. Would you 

consider joining a group where fellowship, friendship, Bible study and service are nurtured?  
 
Upcoming Events 
Jan 14 10 AM General Meeting and Bible Study (note change) 
Jan 18 NSWO Winter Retreat - Grand Island, NE 
Jan 28 1:30 Quilting Resumes 

 
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING 

“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.” 
January 28, 2020 

 
Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion around the world. 
Help us help others. No experience is necessary. Quilts are ready to tie or there is fabric to be cut. If you 
would like to sew at home, we can provide the materials. 
 
 
 
November Financial 
November Worship Offerings for Planned expenses: $5820.00  
     Needed each Month: 7667.00.  
       -1847.00 

 
 
 
 

 



  

 

 

 
 

Here’s a poem shared by Karen Henry. 
 

“Star of the east” 
 

by Zeta Overgard 
 
 

O’ star of the east bright Bethlehem star. 
 

You guided the wise men, coming afar. 
 

You passed through the night, to show them the way. 
 

And brought them directly to where the child lay. 
 

Rejoicing with gladness, and exceeding great joy. 
 

They fell down and worshipped this little boy. 
 

It was the night Christ was born, 
 

O’ worship the king. 
 

He is our savior, let all the world sing. 

 
Reminder 
 

 We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-      
352-3550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-
615-1485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain. 

 
 Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers  or removed when 

prayers have been answered. 
 

 If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail 
Fickle their name and address personally or leave it in her mailbox at church. 

 
 If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so we 

can celebrate you. 
 
 

 St. John’s Reservation Book  If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social 
Hall/Classrooms from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in 
the Church Office to block out your date and times.  

 
Birthdays 
 
Darli Vrba  3  Michael Swanson    20 
Janelle Rocha  4  Mark Hartman   28 
Gavin Nelson  5   
Rylan Nelson  16 



  

 

 

January 2020 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 2 3 4 
   Office closed 

 
 

   

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Worship at 
9:30 am. 

  Council 
meeting at 5 
pm. 

Mobile food 
bank 
4-5:30 pm. 
 

  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Worship at 
9:30 am. 
 
Worship music 
at 10:30am 

 General 
Meeting and 
Bible Study at 
10:00 am. 

Training 
disciples 
At 6:30 pm. 

   

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Worship at 
9:30 am. 

  Training 
disciples 
At 6:30 pm. 

   

26 27 28 29 30 31  
Worship at 
9:30 am. 
 
Annual 
meeting 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



  

 

 

 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Congregational Council Meeting 

Nov 13, 2019 
 

Meeting was called to order at 5:15 pm by Council Treasurer, Larry Konz.  Council members present were Jalaine 
Vavricek, Pastor Day Hefner, Chellee Nelson and John Sayer.  Absent was Vicky Borman, Mike Benesch and Bob 
Svoboda.   

Devotion/Prayer:  Larry Konz gave a devotion. 

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes from the October 9, 2019 Congregational Council meeting were presented.  A motion 
was made by Vavricek and seconded by Pastor Day to approve these minutes. Motion carried. 

Open Forum/Correspondence:  None 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Day presented her report for October (see attached).  Worship and Music has pulpit supply 
lined up for December 22. 

President’s Report:  None 

Christian Ed Committee Report:  There were four attendees at the Nov 6 youth group fall activity.  St. Johns had an 
activity/table at the Schuyler Elementary Halloween party.  Christian Ed will serve the meal for Training Disciples on 
December 4.  Youth group board game night will be December 15 at 6:00 pm.   

Finance & Stewardship Committee Report:  The October financials were presented.  The property insurance premium 
has increased $20.00 per month.  Konz will purchase a current labor law poster for $10.00 to be displayed in the church 
office.  The mission fund, endowment and memorial fund will be renamed to the Mission Fund.  Konz has requested 
that the year end financial audit be completed prior to December 28.  He will contact the committee to make 
arrangements.   

Property Committee Report:  Leaves need to be raked at church and the parsonage.  Gutters have been cleaned at the 
church, but may need more attention.  Parsonage gutters need cleaned and some may need repaired as they are 
leaking.  Konz suggested installing leave guards on church gutters.  Myron Schneider performed snow removal for the 
first snow storm.  Vavricek and Konz briefly talked about what they learned at the Security Training Session.  More 
discussion needs to take place. 

Worship & Music Report:  Met on November 10.  Benesch needs to meet with Pastor and whomever else is interested 
in learning the projector system.  Decisions need to be made as to how the system will be utilized and who will be 
responsible for this.   

Evangelism & Social Ministry Report:  Vavricek presented a written report of the activities of the committee.  The 
Syring family has asked to be removed from membership.   

Vavricek made a motion, seconded by Sayer to approve the committee reports.  Motion carried.   

Old Business:  Projection system is mostly complete.  Bylaws and continuing resolutions were passed out to the council 
members.  These need to be reviewed by council as the current constitution is 20 years old and the model has been 
updated several times, but not voted on by St. Johns.  The model constitution will be voted on at the annual meeting.    



  

 

 

 

New Business:  The nominating committee needs to be contacted regarding council replacement nominations.  
Vavricek made a motion to conduct council elections, nominating committee elections, audit committee elections and 
synod assembly attendees following worship service on December 15.   Pastor Day seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried.  Vavricek made a motion, seconded by Pastor Day to have the Thanksgiving Eve offering go to the Center for 
Survivors and offerings at the December Training Disciple events go to ELCA World Hunger.  Motion carried.  A mission 
fund request form was presented.  This form will need to be completed when groups at St. Johns would like to request 
mission funds for their “projects or events”.  Pastor Day made a motion, seconded by Sayer to approve this form.  
Motion carried.  A performance evaluation for Pastor Day and the council self-evaluation need to be completed by each 
council member.  Benesch needs to discuss having Esme compile the council self-evaluations and setting a time to 
discuss the pastoral evaluations.  Training disciples will take place on December 4, 11 and 18 at 6:30 pm.  Council will 
serve the meal at the December 18 Training Disciples.   The 3 week theme will be Nearness from ELCA World Hunger.  
Vavricek made a motion to create a position at St. Johns called Financial Manager.  The person holding this position will 
assume the responsibilities of the church treasurer.  A council member will be elected treasurer and will assist the 
Financial Manager with the church financials.  Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Vavricek made a motion, 
seconded by Sayer to remove Kevin Syring Sr., Justin Syring, Kevin Syring Jr., Savannah Syring and Julia Morales from 
membership.  Motion carried.  St. Johns will be asking for members to ring the Salvation Army bells at Didiers on 
December 14 from 9:00 am – 7:00 pm.   

Executive Session:  None 

Adjournment:  Nelson made a motion, seconded by Sayer to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 pm.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


