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December Birthdays
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Vance Sayer
D Wallingford
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Preston Hall
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Derek Hull
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Dillon Swanson
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Shirley Svoboda
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Bob Svoboda

29

John Anderson

Anniversaries
5

Bryan & Elizabeth Parry

A Word from our Pastor
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only
son, full of grace and truth.
John 1:14
I still remember the first time I saw the movie Hairspray. The movie, based on a musical based on a movie, is
set in the 60s and follows the adventures of Tracy Turnblad, an outspoken and overweight young woman in
high school. Tracy is mocked and bullied by other students, but she never apologizes for her size; instead,
she wins a spot on a local teen dance show and uses her influence at the studio to fight for racial
desegregation. She insists on being accepted as she is, and she fights for a world in which no one is
discriminated against because of what their body looks like. And at the end of the movie, she makes out with
Zac Efron – what more could you ask?
I think I saw this movie in theater maybe three or four times. I cried every time. I can’t begin to tell you how
profoundly moving it was to see someone who actually looked like me – a bona fide fat actress, jiggly arms
and all – up on the big screen, as the protagonist of a movie. And while the movie does show Tracy and other
plus-sized characters struggling with the stigma against their weight, their stories are much richer than this
one detail about them. And watching them, watching this movie, I felt truly seen for the first time. I felt like
someone else finally thought a story like mine was worth telling.
In many ways, Christmas is a celebration of bodies – all bodies. It is a celebration of the incarnation. We
celebrate that God, the divine creator of all that is, chose to take on flesh and become human. God so loves
and values humans that God took on a body like ours and chose to live a story like ours. God entered fully
into humanity, sharing not just our brokenness and suffering, but also even our joys – human joys like food
and laughter and friends. The incarnation we celebrate at Christmas reminds us that our bodies are holy, that
we are created and redeemed by God.
All too often, the holidays are a time when people look at their bodies with disappointment or criticism. But
Christ’s incarnation unapolagetically insists that all bodies are good. And that means our bodies too. All
bodies are good, God-given bodies – so good, in fact, that God chose to come to earth in one. So rather than
spend time second-guessing God about the goodness of our own bodies, Christmas seems like a good time
instead to take a page out of Tracy Turnblad’s book and see where other bodies are not being treated as holy.
How can we imitate Christ in lifting up the lives and bodies of those whose stories deserve to be told?
Christmas is, at heart, a celebration of the incarnation. So I invite you to celebrate these beautiful bodies of
clay that God has created – all bodies – starting with your own.
Wishing you a blessed Advent and a joyous Christmas!
Faithfully,
Pr. Day

All Services at 9:30 a.m. unless otherwise indicated.
Sunday, December 1, First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalm 122, Romans 13:11-14, Matthew 24:36-44
Sunday, December 8, Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19, Romans 15:4-13, Matthew 3:1-12
Sunday, December 15, Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 35:1-10, Psalm 146:5-10, James 5:7-10, Matthew 11:2-11
Sunday, December 22, Fourth Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7:10-16, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19, Romans 1:1-7, Matthew 1:18-25
Tuesday, December 24, Christmas Eve
Isaiah 9:2-7, Psalm 96, Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]
Sunday, December 29, First Sunday of Christmas
Isaiah 63:7-9, Psalm 148, Hebrews 2:10-18, Matthew 2:13-23
Year C focuses on the Gospel of Luke. The second, New Testament, readings are chosen mainly from Galatians,
Colossians, 1 and 2 Timothy and 2 Thessalonians.

St. John's Women of the ELCA
"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA embraces all
kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. Would you
consider joining a group where fellowship, friendship, Bible study and service are nurtured?

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Dec. 10 10 AM General Meeting and Bible Study
Dec 15 Serve Coffee Fellowship
Jan. 7 1:30 General Meeting and Bible Study
Jan 18 NSWO Winter Retreat - Grand Island, NE
Jan 28 1:30 Quilting Resumes
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.”
57 quilts were shipped to Lutheran World Relief
Quilting Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion around
the world. Help us help others. No experience is necessary. Quilts are ready to tie or there is fabric to be cut.
If you would like to sew at home, we can provide the materials.
There is no quilting in November and December. See you in January 2020
October Financial:
October Worship Offerings for Planned expenses: $8529.00
Needed each Month:
7667.00.
862.00
POINSETTIAS: The Altar Flower Committee will have 10 poinsettias available
for $10 each. They are coming from the Schuyler High School and should be
available after December 8. They will be used during Christmas to decorate by the Altar.

If you wish to bring your own, please let Lemay know. As usual, there will
be a sign up sheet in the flower book.
Offering Envelopes for 2020 will be available in December. Please let Lemay
know is you don’t want to use them.

Other news.........
Our 2019 Holiday Fair: Sunday, December 8, 2019
Drawing Tickets: The Holiday Fair is near. You should have your drawing to sell, sell, sell. The more
tickets we sell, the more money we raise to support the effort of our mission center. Ticket stubs and money
may be turned into Gail Fickle or Chellee Nelson. If you need more tickets, contact Gail at 402 615-0969 or
Chellee at 402 615-0824.
Donations: You may bring the items for the Drawing or Silent Auction to the church or we can pick them up –
just let us know. We continue to accept cash to support the expenses of the Holiday Fair. Contact Gail or
Chellee with your donations.
Worker and Food Sign-up Sheets: Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex. There are a few time slots to fill yet
as well as food items that are needed (especially home-made pies). Please sign up as soon as possible and
read all instructions on the sign-up sheet.
Bake Sale: Our bake sale is in need of home baked cookies, bars, candy, breads, kolaches, rolls, small pies,
cakes and canned items. Please use clear packaging so the buyer can see what they are purchasing and
package cookies by the dozen and other items by the half dozen. Bake sale items can be delivered to church
on December 1 or before 10:30 AM on December 2. You do not need to sign up or inform anyone that you
are bringing items to the bake sale. Sign-up sheets are only for the desserts served at the soup supper, rolls,
relish, and supplies needed to make the soup.
Shoppers Mall: We have several vendors that will be selling items from 3-7 PM during the holiday fair. We
will have several of these vendors in the double Sunday School room set up in a craft show format with the
rest of the vendors in the other Sunday School rooms. We do not charge the vendor a fee to have a table, so
please support these vendors as we want them to be prosperous and bring added value to our Holiday Fair.
Please spread the work that St. John’s is not only a great place to go for soup, but a great place to start or
finish your holiday shopping.
Holiday Fair Flyers: Flyers have been printed. Help us advertise the Holiday Fair at your place of work,
business or other places in the community and surrounding towns. Extra flyers are in the Narthex to distribute
as you desire.
Thank you for your generosity, helpfulness and passion for this year’s Holiday Fair!
Our Fall Harvest has brought in over $6,000 to address our budget shortfall of
$9,000. Thank you so much for contributing as we continue to serve in the name of
Christ. Since we are still running nearly $3,000 short of our approved budget, we urge you
to continue being diligent in giving. We pray that your generous support for the Holiday Fair
and monetary gifts during the Christmas season will help us close the gap and enable our ministry
to keep growing. Have a blessed Advent and a joyous Christmas. Your Finance and Stewardship Team
Evangelism and Social Ministry will serve coffee fellowship on December 29th with a meeting to follow.
The Mission Fund team has recently met and received approval from the Church Council for a form to apply
for mission funds. For several years, St. John's has been blessed with memorials and inheritance money to
be used as we determine. If you have a mission project and are in need of funds, contact Lemay, Jalaine or
Pastor Day for an application form.

The Nominating Committee is seeking candidates to serve on the Council, the Nominating and Audit
Committees, and as lay voting members at Synod Assembly. Please see newsletter for more details or speak
to council or committee member.
Please be present for a special congregational meeting following worship on December 15! We will be
holding elections for council, nominations committee, audit committee, and Synod Assembly delegates ahead
of our annual meeting in January. See you there!
The SES nurse is in need of small personal care products like shampoo, conditioner, and body lotion. Please
place unopened and unused products in the labeled basket in the Narthex. Thank you for your support of this
mission.
The Salvation Army has asked us to help with bell-ringing on Saturday, December 14. Please sign up for
whatever hours you can help out on the signup sheet in the narthex. Thanks!
Website updates - St. John’s website is now a little more up to date, and you can find info on upcoming
events — including our new Christian Ed initiative, Training Disciples — as well as sign up to serve for various
things. Check it out at stjohnslutheranschuyler.wordpress.com!
Christmas Eve candlelight service at St. John's will be December 24 at 6:30pm.

Creamy Two-Layer Pumpkin Pie
What You Need
4 oz. (1/2 of 8-oz. pkg.) PHILADELPHIA Neufchatel Cheese, softened
1 cup plus 1 Tbsp. cold fat-free milk, divided
1 Tbsp. sugar
1-1/2 cups thawed COOL WHIP LITE Whipped Topping
1 ready-to-use reduced-fat graham cracker crumb crust (6 oz.)
1 can (16 oz.) pumpkin
2 pkg. (1.0 oz. each) JELL-O Vanilla Flavor Sugar Free Fat Free Instant Pudding
1/4 tsp. ground cinnamon
1/8 tsp. ground ginger

Let's Make It
Beat Neufchatel, 1 Tbsp. milk and sugar in medium bowl with whisk until blended; stir in COOL WHIP. Spread
onto bottom of crust.
Beat pumpkin, pudding mix, spices and remaining milk with whisk 2 min. (Mixture will be thick.) Spread over
COOL WHIP layer in crust. Refrigerate 4 hours or until firm.
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Food pantry open
From 6-8 pm.

Food pantry open
From 1-4 pm.

O

P

1Q

Holiday Fair
Bible Study at
10am.

Worship at 9:30

Food pantry open
From 6-8 pm.

Mobile Food Bank
From 4-5:30 pm.

Council meeXng
From 5-6pm.

Food pantry open
From 1-4 pm.

15

11

16

17

Worship at 9:30

1O
Food pantry open
From 6-8 pm.

Food pantry open
From 1-4 pm.

22

23

Worship at 9:30
Food pantry open
From 1-4 pm.

2P

3Q

24

25

Christmas Eve
worship at
6:30pm.

Christmas Day

31

Worship at 9:30
Food pantry open
From 1-4 pm.

Notes: Church office will be closed Christmas Day.
Pastor Day will be taking vacations on Dec 19-23. And Dec 25-28, she will also be gone Dec 30 to Jan 1.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Congregational Council Meeting
October 9, 2019
Meeting was called to order at 5:15 pm by Council President, Mike Benesch. Council members present were
Jalaine Vavricek, Pastor Day Hefner, Chellee Nelson, and John Sayer. Absent was Larry Konz, Bob Svoboda
and Vicky Borman.
Devotion/Prayer: Jalaine Vavricek gave a devotion.
Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the September 11 council meeting were presented. A motion was made
by Vavricek and seconded by Benesch to approve these minutes. Motion carried.
Open Forum/Correspondence: None
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Day presented her report for September (see attached).
President’s Report: None
Christian Ed Committee Report: Committee will meet on October 13 following worship.
Finance & Stewardship Committee Report: The September financials were presented. $4150 has been
collected so far in the fall harvest drive.
Property Committee Report: Bylaws were reviewed and changes were given to church secretary.
Worship & Music Report: Hymns through November have been selected. Committee met on October 6.
Evangelism & Social Ministry Report: See attached report from Vavricek.
Sayer made a motion, seconded by Pastor Day to approve the committee reports. Motion carried.
Old Business: Outlets have been installed for the projection system. Midwest Sound will begin work on
Tuesday, October 15, 2019. Should be able to vote on bylaws at the annual meeting.
New Business: Holiday fair donation letters were mailed out. Council members were given a performance
evaluation to complete for Pastor Day. This evaluation needs to be completed in the next two weeks. Council
will meet to discuss before presenting to Pastor Day. Council members were also given a council selfevaluation to complete. This also needs to be completed within the next two weeks and returned to the
church secretary to compile. Vavricek and Pastor Day indicated they would like to attend the security training
session on November 7 in Elkhorn. Konz will be asked if he would like to attend as well. Cost should be $50
per person if registered by the early registration date. Council discussed meeting with Christian Ed regarding
implementation of the training disciples program. Available dates will be presented to Christian Ed on
October 13. Council will be hosting coffee fellowship on Sunday, October 13 for Pastor Appreciation Day.
Stewardship strategies were briefly discussed. Vavricek made a motion, seconded by Nelson to enroll Pastor
Day in the gold health insurance plan for 2020. Motion carried.
Executive Session: None
Adjournment: Nelson made a motion, seconded by Vavricek to adjourn the meeting at 6:25 pm. Motion
carried. Next meeting November 13, 2019 at 5:00 pm. Konz will be in charge of devotions.

Reminder
•

We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402352-3550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402615-1485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain.

•

Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers or removed when
prayers have been answered.

•

If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail
Fickle their name and address personally or leave it in her mailbox at church.

•

If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so we
can celebrate you.

St. John’s Reservation Book If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social Hall/Classrooms
from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the Church Office to block out your
date and times.

