
  

 

 

 
 

ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER 
September 2019 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
821 Denver Street   Schuyler, Nebraska 68661 

402-352-3550  
office.stjohns821@gmail.com 

 

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ 
 

Ministers:  the People   
    Pastor:  Day Hefner 

 
 
 

August Assignments 
   

Head Usher/Greeter:  Mike & Lori Benesch 
    
  Communion Assistant:    Jon Knutson                 
     

Lector:   Lori Benesch                           
                                  
     Green Team:  None 
 
                                               
 

 
September Birthdays 

 
7  Addie Thompson 

   Amber Pickhinke 
  

17 Julie Swanson 
  

19 Jordan Fickle 
  

23 Pauline Huber 
  
 

 
 
 
 
Anniversaries 
None 



  

 

 

A word from our Pastor 
 

The following article is adapted from a post I wrote for the Nebraska Synod’s blog – “Go & Tell the Story.”   
I thought you all might enjoy reading it as well. 
 
All throughout the fall, the sound of drums and marching feet echoed through the streets of my hometown.  
We prided ourselves on being one of the best street marching bands in our class, with our straight lines and 
perfectly synchronized steps and crisp turns that were practically a work of art.  Everyone was on the same 
page and knew their place.  We were walking together. 
 
Walking together is fairly easy when everyone is playing the same song and you all know the steps and what 
to expect.  It’s easier when the lines are straight and the streets are level.  But take any of those factors away, 
and walking together gets a whole lot trickier! 
 
When I first moved to my site as a freshly minted Peace Corps Volunteer in the Dominican Republic, I found 
myself bewildered and unsure what to expect.  In the first place, the streets were no fit place for marching – 
often cracked and potholed, they meandered up the mountain and down again, branching and turning without 
any discernible pattern.  And I didn’t know any of the songs, let alone the steps to go with them!  
 
I struggled to feel like I was truly walking together with the people I had come to live among and serve.  We 
came together from such different streets and had such different expectations and assumptions about what 
needed to be done and how we should go about it and who would do what and on what kind of a timetable.   
 
But over time, we built up relationship and grew closer together in love, united by the common purpose of 
caring for the community and by our care for each other.  We chose to walk together.  And in so choosing, we 
didn’t agree to all do it my way or their way or anyone’s particular way.  Everyone brought their own unique 
perspectives and gifts to the table.   
 
I brought my straightforward, orderly street-marching rhythm, and was met with the joyful, forward-driving 
rhythms of merengue and bachata.  And because we chose to put community over conformity, walking 
together became something more than walking; it became a kind of dancing, a lively and challenging 
celebration of the choice to move forward together. 
 
This is a choice that the church has stepped up to make again and again from the earliest days of its 
founding.  The Acts of the Apostles and the letters of Paul are full of the early church’s wrestling with how to 
walk together with its new Gentile converts from all kinds of cultural backgrounds, wondering: how would they 
walk?  and whose songs would they sing? 
 
Here in our own context of Schuyler, NE, we as a congregation must wrestle with the reality of being a mostly 
white church in a mostly Hispanic community.  We too must take up the age-old challenge of figuring out how 
we walk together with neighbors whose language and songs and steps are often so different from the ones 
we know.   
 
My hope is that we, too, will discover something that hosts of faithful church people have discovered before 
us: that, when we walk together with other people – especially with those who are not like us – it becomes 
something much more than walking.  The journey itself becomes a dance. 
 
Faithfully, 
Pr. Day 

  



  

 

 

WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER 
 

All Services at 9:30 a.m. unless otherwise indicated.  
 

Sunday September 1, Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 25:6-7,  Psalm 112,  Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16,  Luke 14:1, 7-14 

 
Sunday September 8, Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20,  Psalm 1,  Philemon 1-21,  Luke 14:25-33 
 

Sunday September 15, Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Exodus 32:7-14,  Psalm 51:1-10,  1 Timothy 1:12-17,  Luke 15:1-10 

 
Sunday September 22, Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Amos 8:4-7,  Psalm 113,  1 Timothy 2:1-7,  Luke 16:1-13 
 

Sunday September 29, Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Amos 6:1a, 4-7,  Psalm 146,  1 Timothy 6:6-19,  Luke 16:19-31 

 
God of justice, your word is light and truth. Let your face shine on us to restore us, 

that we may walk in your way, seeking justice and doing good. Amen. 
 
 

Year C focuses on the Gospel of Luke.  The second, New Testament, readings are chosen mainly from Galatians, 
Colossians, 1 and  2 Timothy and 2 Thessalonians. 
 

 

 

 
St. John's Women of the ELCA "Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ." 

 
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA embraces all 
kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. There is a 
place for you in Women of the ELCA at St. John’s.  We’re a community of women where fellowship, friendship, study, 
service and advocacy are nurtured.  

 
St. John's Women of the ELCA 

"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Sep 3 1:30 General Meeting & Bible Study 
Sep 8 Serve coffee fellowship 
Sep 24 1:30 Quilting 
Oct 6 Serve coffee fellowship and lunch 

 
 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING 
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.” 

 
Quilting in fellowship hall September 24 at 1:30 
Quilting Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love 
and compassion around the world. Help us help others. No experience is necessary. 
Quilts are ready to tie or there is fabric to be cut. If you would like to sew at home, we 
can provide the materials. 
 



  

 

 

 
July Financial 
July Worship Offerings for budgeted expenses: $4257.00 

                    Needed each Month $ 7667.00. 
            $ 3410.00 

Total budgeted offerings: $42413.89 
Projected budget offerings needed $53667.00 
Shortage thru July: $41,1253.11 
 

Other news......... 
 
Message by Karen: 
Possibly by the end of September I will be ready to assemble the Kits. Make plans now to decide about 
volunteering to help. Watch bulletins in Sept. when volunteering sheet will be on display to sign up on.  
Lunch will be served afterwards for everyone.  
This year we will fill 153 Drawstring back packs and make 88 personal care kit. 
Approximate cost for each bag $8 x 153 = $1,224 
Approximate cost for care kit     $7 x 88 = $ 616  
                    =  $ 1,840    
This is the cost to make these Kits, can you help us by making a donation to reach this goal. 
 
The August 1st Salad Luncheon is history. It was a huge success. Thanks to the salads everyone provided. 
We had a good turn out from the community which provides the funds needed to purchase kit supplies.  
A special “Thank you” to the gals that helped set up and cleaned up many hands brings success, all that 
attended commented that it was a wonderful salad luncheon and beautiful flowers. 
Salad Luncheon nettled us $ 512 
           Sale of plants $ 84  
         = $ 600  1/3 of the way there. 
 
Mobile Food Bank will be Thursday September 12 from 4-5:30pm. We are also always needing volunteers to 
help. If you know of anyone who would like to volunteer, they can contact Meridith via email 
meridith.riha@schuylercommunityschools.org or call her at school (402-352-9940) for more information. 
Thanks for your help! 
 
Church office will be closed September 2.  Happy Labor Day. 
 
Evangelism and & Social Ministry will host coffee fellowship on September 22 with a meeting to follow 
 
The Finance and Stewardship Committee and the Memorial Committee will have a joint meeting at 1:00 
p.m. on Thursday, September 18th. 
  
 
Pastor Day will be on vacation from September 1 through September 4 and September 6-8. Pastor Sarah 
Gengler will be on call during this time in case of emergency (402-615-4569). 

 
Esme’s new office hours will be 5:30-7:30pm Monday-Friday and 10am-2pm on 
Saturdays. You can still get in touch with her by leaving a message at the office or emailing 
office.stjohns821@gmail.com. You can always call me if you need to my cell # is  

 402-618-3631. 
 
The Holiday Fair will be here before we know it.  If you would like to help plan the fair and chair a certain part 
or all of it, please let a council member know prior to the September 11th council meeting when tasks will be 
assigned.  Individuals are needed to commit to the following tasks soup making, finding vendors for the 
shoppers mall, finding entertainment, selecting items and asking for donations for the silent auction and 
drawing, and advertising.  Thank you.     



  

 

 

 
  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
Worship 9:30 am 

Church office will 
be closed. 
 
 

 
Women's bible 
study at 1:30 pm. 

  

 

Church office will 
be open from  
10 – 2. 

V W 1X 11 12 13 14 
 
Worship 9:30 am 
 
ELCA will Serve 
coffee fellowship 

   
Council Meeting 
At 5:00 pm. 

 
Mobile Food 
Bank from 4-5:30 

 Church office will 
be open from  
10 – 2. 

15 16 17 1V 1W 2X 21 
 
Worship 9:30 am 

  Finance and 
Stewardship and 
Memorial 
Committee will 
meet  at 1:00 pm. 

  Church office will 
be open from  
10 – 2. 

22 23 24 25 26 27 2V 
Worship 9:30 am 
 
Evangelism & 
social ministry 
will meet after 
coffee 
fellowship. 

 Quilting Group 
From 1:30 – 3 pm 

   Church office will 
be open from  
10 – 2. 

2W 3X      
 
Worship 9:30 am 

      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

              



  

 

 

Karen’s Recipe Hot Chicken Salad 

Bake at 350 Degrees   35-45 min 

Ingredients: 

4 cups cooked cubed chicken 
2 cups chopped celery 
1 medium onion chopped 
2 cloves garlic 
2 tbs. pimento 
2 tbs. lemon juice freshly possible 
2 tbs. sweet pickle relish 
1 small can cream of chicken soup 
1 small can cream of celery or broccoli soup or mushroom 
4 hard boiled eggs – cubed 
1 cup frozen peas 
1 cup mayonnaise 
½ cup chicken broth 
2 cups shredded cheddar cheese 
silvered almonds – parmesan cheese 
2 cups seasoned croutons  
 
Directions: 
 
Saute onions, celery, garlic in 2-4 Tb butter. Add pimento, lemon juice, sweet relish, soups, croutons, eggs, 
peas, mayonnaise, chicken broth and 1 cup cheese. Fold in cubed chicken and boil eggs. Pour into greased  
9 x13 pan. Top with cheddar cheese, parmesan cheese and more crushed croutons or potato chips. 
 
 
 
Reminder 
 

• We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-      
352-3550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-
615-1485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain. 

 
• Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers  or removed when 

prayers have been answered. 
 

• If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail 
Fickle their name and address personally or leave it in her mailbox at church. 

 
• If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so we 

can celebrate you. 
 
 
 
 
St. John’s Reservation Book  If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social Hall/Classrooms 
from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the Church Office to block out your 
date and times.   
  



  

 

 

 
St. John's Lutheran Church 

Regular Congregational Council Meeting 
July 10, 2019 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm by Council President, Mike Benesch. Council members present 
were Vicky Borman (via phone ), Jalaine Vavricek, Bob Svoboda, John Sayer and Pastor Day Hefner. 
Members absent were Chellee Nelson and Larry Konz. 

Devotions/Prayer: Vicky Borman was our devotional leader. 

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the June 12, 2019 council meeting were presented. A motion was made 
by Vavricek and seconded by Svoboda to approve these minutes. Motion carried.  

Open Forum/Correspondence: We were asked to update our 911 information. Benesch will give names and 
phone numbers. 

Pastor's Report: Pastor Day presented her report for June (see attachment). She discussed the food bank, 
meetings she had attended, training she had conducted, contacts she had made and vacation she had used. 
She also noted upcoming events.  

President's Report: No report. 

Christian Education: No report. 

Finance & Stewardship: Treasurer Konz's reports were reviewed. 

Property: Benesch reported that the old flooring has been replaced in the parsonage and the garage door 
has been repaired. Sovboda reported that weeds around the church have been destroyed. 

Worship & Music: No report. 

Evangelism & Social Ministry Report: Vavricek presented a written report (see attachment). 

Svoboda made a motion, seconded by Pastor Day to approve the committee reports. Motion carried. 

Old Business: The projection system was discussed. No further action taken at this time. A committee will be 
formed for updating the constitution and bylaws. Vavricek will contact two other to serve on the committee 
with Benesch and Vavricek. Council members are asked to bring ideas to the Council Retreat for the $10,000 
grant from Immanuel Vision Fund.  

New Business: None 

Executive Session: None 

Adjournment: The meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer. Svoboda made a motion, seconded by Pastor 
Hefner to adjourn the meeting. Next regular meeting will be on August 14, 2019 at 5:00 pm with Svoboda 
leading devotions.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jalaine Vavricek, acting secretary  

 



  

 

 

 

 

Special congregational meeting minutes 

 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Special Congregational Meeting 
July 14, 2019 

 
 
Council Vice President, Mike Benesch, called the meeting to order at 10:23 am.   
 
Benesch presented information on the bids that were received for the digital screen system in the 
sanctuary.   
 
Jalaine Vavricek made a motion to approve the bid from Midwest Sound and Lighting Inc. for $7487.00 
that included a 70 inch tv screen in front of the church and a 55 inch screen near the back.  Bob 
Svoboda seconded the motion.   
 
Discussion included details on the project and that funding for the project would come from the 
Memorial fund. 
 
Motion carried.   
 
Randy Plummer made a motion, seconded by Sharan Stoltenberg to adjourn the meeting at 10:31 am.  
Motion carried. 

 
 

 


