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office.stjohns821@gmail.com 

 

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ 
 

Ministers:  the People   
    Pastor:  Day Hefner 

 
 
 

October Assignments 
 

Head Usher/Greeter:  Jalaine Vavricek 
 

Communion Assistant:       Chellee Nelson 
 

Lector:            Jon Knutson 
 

Green Team:              Jalaine Vavricek 
 

                                               
 

 
October Birthdays 
 
6 Jerry Vrba 
  
17 Kelly Zastera 
  
18 Chellee Nelson 
  
20 Amanda Hartman 
  
27 Lemay Anderson 
  
31 Janet Meyer 

 
 

Anniversaries 
 
3 Mark & Deb Hartman 
 
15 Jon & Pat Knutson 
 
 



  

 

 

    Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out 
your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

(from Sundays and Seasons) 
 
This stirring prayer is the prayer of the day written for Reformation Sunday.  Each year at the end of October, 
we set aside time to commemorate the bold spirit that inspired Martin Luther and the other reformers to 
speak out and work for needed transformation in the church over 500 years ago.  They fought for reforms like 
ending the practice of indulgences and allowing clergy to marry – and Luther himself translated the bible into 
vernacular German so that more people might have access to the written word of God, rather than relying on 
someone else to interpret it for them.   
 
And, of course, as Lutherans, we inherit Luther’s core understanding of salvation by grace through faith for the 
sake of Christ, apart from works.  Luther drew on texts like the one from Romans 3 we will be reading on 
Reformation Sunday: 

But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and 
the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by God’s grace 
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. (v21-24) 

 
We continue to confess that we, too, have been saved by grace – that it is always God who draws near to us, 
God who continues to shape our hearts through faith and make us new.  And that is why I like how this prayer 
brings the Reformation forward into the present moment.  It reminds us that the Holy Spirit is always at work 
renewing the church “in every age,” urging us to respond as the reformers did to the challenge of being church 
in a changing world.   
 
We are the church always being made new.  May God move us with the same bold Spirit that moved those 
who came before us, and give us wisdom and courage to follow where our Savior leads. 
 
Faithfully, 
Pr. Day 
 
 
 
                       
  



  

 

 

All Services at 9:30 a.m. unless otherwise indicated. 
 

Sunday, October 6,  17th Sunday after Pentecost 
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4,  Psalm 37:1-9,  2 Timothy 1:1-14,  Luke 17:5-10 

 
Sunday, October 13, 18th Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c,  Psalm 111,  2 Timothy 2:8-15,  Luke 17:11-19 
 

Sunday, October 20,  19th Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 32:22-31,  Psalm 121,  2 Timothy 3:14--4:5,  Luke 18:1-8 

 
Sunday, October 27,  20th Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22,  Psalm 84:1-7,  2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18,  Luke 18:9-14 
 
 
 

Year C focuses on the Gospel of Luke.  The second, New Testament, readings are chosen mainly from Galatians, 
Colossians, 1 and  2 Timothy and 2 Thessalonians. 
 

 

 

 
St. John's Women of the ELCA "Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ." 

 
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA embraces all 
kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. There is a 
place for you in Women of the ELCA at St. John’s.  We’re a community of women where fellowship, friendship, study, 
service and advocacy are nurtured.  

 
St. John's Women of the ELCA 

"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Oct 1 1:30 General Meeting & Bible Study 
Oct 11-13 WELCA NSWO Biennial Convention and Gathering 
Oct 22 1:30 Quilting 
Oct 29 1:30 Put quilts out for display 
Nov 3 Pack quilts for shipping after church service 
 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING 
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.” 

Quilting in fellowship hall October 22 at 1:30 
Put quilts on display October 29 at 1:30 

Quilting Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and 
compassion around the world. Help us help others. No experience is necessary. Quilts are ready 
to tie or there is fabric to be cut. If you would like to sew at home, we can provide the materials. 

There is no quilting in November and December. See you in January 2020 
 

August Financial: August Worship Offerings for budgeted expenses: $4632.00 
          Needed each Month: 7667.00. 
                      $3035.00 
Total budgeted offerings: $47045.89 
Projected budget offerings needed $61333.36 
Shortage thru August: $14287.47 



  

 

 

A request from the finance and stewardship committee-help us bring in a bountiful harvest! 

Fall is here and God's work is showing up everywhere outdoors with the beautiful fall colors.  Let's put some 
color inside too and fill up the cornucopia that is near the altar with bright orange pumpkins.  For every $100 
that is donated towards our fall harvest drive, a mini pumpkin will be placed in the cornucopia.  We hope to 
have pumpkins spilling out of the cornucopia over the next three weeks.  More details on why this fall harvest 
drive is needed and an envelope for your donation are in your church mail box.  Thank you for your generosity 
and happy harvest to all! 

Holiday Fair:  Sunday, December 8, 2019 

Plans are underway for St John’s Holiday Fair, the largest fundraiser of the year for our church.  The 2018 
Holiday Fair was very successful and the church budget needs 2019 to be even better.  So far, this year’s 
Holiday Fair will consist of a soup supper, silent auction, bake sale, drawing and shopper’s mall.   If you have 
any suggestions or changes that you would like to see implemented, please share them with any council 
member very soon.   

Donations for the drawing and silent auction are now being accepted.  We expect these items will be new and 
not used.  Gail Fickle (402) 615-0969 and Jalaine Vavricek (402) 615-1485 will accept your items and/or 
monetary donations to purchase the larger items for the drawing.  Drawing tickets will be printed at the end of 
October, therefore having monetary donations and drawing items donated before then will help when 
preparing the drawing items listed on the tickets.  Silent auction items will be accepted until November 30 and 
other monetary donations will be accepted any time leading up to the Holiday Fair. 

Canning quart jars with lids are needed for take-out soup that will be sold following church on December 8 
and at the Holiday Fair.  Wide mouth jars work best, but we can use the smaller jars as well.  

Worker sign-up sheets and food donation lists will be posted in the Narthex around the beginning of 
November.   

Watch for more information and details in the monthly newsletters, weekly bulletins and in your mailbox.  
Please mark your calendar for Sunday, December 8 as this is a church wide event and we need every 
member’s help to make this a success. Your support of time, talents and finances for the Holiday Fair are 
greatly appreciated.   

Clergy Appreciation Day is observed on the second Sunday in October. It is a time to recognize the work of 
ministers, pastor, and priests in the United States. Being a pastor or other clergy member has it's good days 
and bad, yet all leaders should be recognized for their work and effort. On October 13th or some other day in 
October, take some time to personally thank Pastor Day. You may consider some kind of a gift, a meal, a 
monetary gift, or a personal note of thanks. Thank you, Pastor Day, for the work you do for our 
congregation.  

Other news......... 
 
The Evangelism and Social Ministry Committee will host coffee fellowship on October 27th with a meeting 
to follow. 
 
WELCA general meeting and Bible Sturdy 1:30.  Oct. 1 
 
Worship and Music committee meeting will be October 6 at 10:30 AM   
 
Blessing of the Animals at St. John’s will be Wednesday, October 2, at 6:30 pm. Bring your furry, feathered, 
and scaly friends to be blessed in a brief prayer service!   
 
Mobile Food bank will be Oct. 10. And St. John’s is schedule for the Food Pantry this month. 
 



  

 

 

There was no Council Meeting in August. 

Reminder 
 

• We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402-      
352-3550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or 402-
615-1485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain. 

 
• Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers  or removed when 

prayers have been answered. 
 

• If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail 
Fickle their name and address personally or leave it in her mailbox at church. 

 
• If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so we 

can celebrate you. 
 
 
St. John’s Reservation Book  If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social Hall/Classrooms 
from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the Church Office to block out your 
date and times.  
 

 Pumpkin Bread Pudding with Ginger Cream 
Ingredients 
 
Pudding 
3  eggs 
1 ¼ cups sugar 
1 ½ teaspoons cinnamon 
½ to 1 1/2 teaspoons nutmeg 
¼ cup butter or margarine, melted  
1 ½ teaspoons vanilla 
1 (8-oz.) container (1 3/4 cups) Progresso Plain Bread Crumbs 
2 cups milk  
1 cup canned pumpkin 
½ cup raisins 
 
Ginger Cream 
1 cup whipping cream 
3 tablespoons sugar 
½ teaspoon ginger 
 

1) Heat oven to 350°F. Spray 8 or 9-inch square pan with nonstick cooking spray. In large bowl, beat 
eggs until well blended. Add 1 1/4 cups sugar, cinnamon, nutmeg, butter and vanilla; beat well. Add 
bread crumbs, milk and pumpkin; mix well. Let stand 10 minutes. 

 
2) Add raisins to batter; mix well. Spread evenly in sprayed pan. Bake at 350°F. for 37 to 47 minutes or 

until knife inserted 1 1/2 inches from edge comes out clean. Cool 30 minutes. 
 

3) In small bowl, beat whipping cream, gradually adding 3 tablespoons sugar and ginger until soft peaks 
form. To serve, cut pudding into squares. Serve warm or cool topped with ginger cream. Store in 
refrigerator. 

 
 



  

 

 

 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 2 3 4 5 
  WELCA general 

meeting and 
Bible Sturdy 
1:30.  Oct. 1 

 
Blessing of the 
Animals at 6:30 

   

Q R S T 1U 11 12 
Worship at 9:30 
 
Worship and 
Music committee 
meeting at 10:30 
 

   
Council meeting 
at 5-6 pm. 

 
Mobile Food 
Bank 3-6 

 
WELCA NSWO 
Biennial 
Convention and 
Gathering 

 
WELCA NSWO 
Biennial 
Convention and 
Gathering 

13 14 15 1Q 1R 1S 1T 
Worship at 9:30 
 
WELCA NSWO 
Biennial 
Convention and 
Gathering 

      

2U 21 22 23 24 25 2Q 
Worship at 9:30  Quilting in 

fellowship hall at 
1:30 pm. 

    

2R 2S 2T 3U 31   
Worship at 9:30 
 
Evangelism and 
Social Ministry 
will meet after 
fellowship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
1:30 Put quilts 
out for display 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


