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A Word from our Pastor
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all
of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the
one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right
for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart.
Philippians 1:3-7a
The month of October was Clergy Appreciation Month, and I certainly felt appreciated! Thank you all so
much for your thoughtfulness. I am grateful for the lovely lunches and the surprise snacks, as well as
the wonderful card and gifts! And I’m so grateful for each little moment that someone stopped just to
tell me that you appreciate what I do. It really means a lot. I give thanks to God when I think of you,
and I am thankful to be your pastor!
November is a month bookended by thankfulness. We end the month – and, indeed, the whole
liturgical year! – with the celebration of Thanksgiving. Each year, we give thanks for the harvest and for
the blessings that we have received; and I suspect that this year we will be extra thankful for being able
to bring in a harvest despite the challenges of floods and uncooperative weather that we have faced
this year. We will celebrate with gratitude all the good things that God has done for us.
We also begin the month with thankfulness. November 1 is All Saints Day, a day to remember all the
faithful that have gone before us and to give thanks to God for their witness and example. Just like Paul
with the Philippians, we thank our God when we remember them. In fact, if you pay attention to the
prayers of intercession, this is something we do every Sunday! The last petition before the close of the
prayers is always a prayer of thanksgiving for the saints. We remind ourselves that we inherit our faith
from a long line of witnesses who have inspired and taught us, and that we too share in the communion
of all the saints.
There is much to be thankful for, my dear saints. May this November be a time for each of us to
practice gratitude and to see how richly God has blessed us all.
Thankfully,
Pr. Day

All Services at 9:30 a.m. unless otherwise indicated.
Sunday, November 3, All Saints Sunday
Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18, Psalm 149, Ephesians 1:11-23, Luke 6:20-31
Sunday, November 10, 22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Job 19:23-27a, Psalm 17:1-9, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17, Luke 20:27-38
Sunday, November 17, 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Malachi 4:1-2a, Psalm 98, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13, Luke 21:5-19
Sunday, November 24, 24th Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 23:1-6, Psalm 46, Colossians 1:11-20, Luke 23:33-43
Wednesday, November 27, Thanksgiving Eve
Deuteronomy 26:1-11, Psalm 100, Philippians 4:4-9, John 6:25-35
Year C focuses on the Gospel of Luke. The second, New Testament, readings are chosen mainly from Galatians,
Colossians, 1 and 2 Timothy and 2 Thessalonians.

St. John's Women of the ELCA "Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ."
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA embraces all
kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. There is a
place for you in Women of the ELCA at St. John’s. We’re a community of women where fellowship, friendship, study,
service and advocacy are nurtured.

St. John's Women of the ELCA
"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Oct 29 1:30 Put quilts out for display
Nov 3 Pack quilts for shipping after church service
Nov 5 1:30 General Meeting and Bible Study
Nov 10 Serve Coffee Fellowship
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.”
Put quilts on display October 29 at 1:30
Quilting Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and
compassion around the world. Help us help others. No experience is necessary. Quilts are ready
to tie or there is fabric to be cut. If you would like to sew at home, we can provide the materials.
There is no quilting in November and December. See you in January 2020
September Financial:
September Worship Offerings for Planned expenses: $5312.00
Needed each Month: 7667.00.
$2255.00
Total planned expenses offerings:
Projected budget offerings needed
Shortage thru September:

$54357.89 (Includes Fall Harvest of $2010)
$69000.03
$14642.14

Other news.........
Our 2019 Holiday Fair: Sunday, December 8, 2019
Drawing Tickets: The Holiday Fair is about 1 month away. Soon you will have in your mailbox tickets for
the drawing to sell, sell, sell. The more tickets we sell, the more money we raise to support the effort of our
mission center. Ticket stubs and money may be turned into Gail Fickle or Chellee Nelson. If you need
more tickets, contact Gail at 402 615-0969 or Chellee at 402 615-0824.
Donations: You may bring the items for the Drawing or Silent Auction to the church or we can pick them
up – just let us know. We continue to accept cash to support the expenses of the Holiday Fair. Contact
Gail or Chellee with your donations.
Worker and Food Sign-up Sheets: Sign-up sheets will be in the Narthex. There are several time slots to
fill as well as food items that are needed (especially home-made pies). Please sign up as soon as possible
and read all instructions on the sign-up sheet.
Bake Sale: Our bake sale is in need of home baked cookies, bars, candy, breads, kolaches, rolls, small
pies, cakes and canned items. Please use clear packaging so the buyer can see what they are purchasing
and package cookies by the dozen and other items by the half dozen. Bake sale items can be delivered to
church on December 7 or before 10:30 AM on December 8. You do not need to sign up or inform anyone
that you are bringing items to the bake sale. Sign-up sheets are only for the desserts served at the soup
supper, rolls, and supplies needed to make the soup.
Shoppers Mall: We have several vendors that will be selling items from 3-7 PM during the holiday fair.
We will have several of these vendors in the double Sunday School room set up in a craft show format with
the rest of the vendors in the other Sunday School rooms. We do not charge the vendor a fee to have a
table, so please support these vendors as we want them to be prosperous and bring added value to our
Holiday Fair. Please spread the work that St. John’s is not only a great place to go for soup, but a great
place to start or finish your holiday shopping.
Holiday Fair Flyers: Flyers will be printed soon and placed in your mailbox. Help us advertise the Holiday
Fair at your place of work, business or other places in the community and surrounding towns. Extra flyers
will be placed in the Narthex to distribute as you desire. Flyers will be in English and Spanish.
Thank you for your generosity, helpfulness and passion for this year’s Holiday Fair!
Sunday, Sep. 29th was “God’s Work Our Hands” day. Lutheran world relief kits were
assembled, 153 drawstring back pack bags were filled with required school items and 88
personal care kits were assembled. Thanks to all the volunteers who did the work. Here
is a little “School kit” trivia! 2011 was the last year LWR would take the shopping bag
style. So, I made 141 of them. 2012 was the first year for the back pack, wasn’t sure how
to construct them so no bags were made.
2013 – 2019, to date I’ve made 846 drawstring back packs. On average if we spent $7.00 to fill one we’ve
spent $ 5,922 filling them with school items. Isn’t this remarkable, Thank You all helpers.
Volunteers are needed to host coffee fellowship in November and December. The signup sheet is in the
Nartex.
Reminder to council: Please have your committee reports ready to go and in mailboxes for Sunday,
November 10. Thanks!
All Saints Sunday is coming up on November 3! You are invited to bring photos or mementos of your
loved ones who have died; a table will be available to display all our saints.
The Fall Harvest collection will continue through November. If you wish to make a donation, envelopes are
on the table in the fellowship hall. We are most grateful for the donations given to eliminate the budget
shortfall. Thank you for your prayers, considerations and consistent giving to our church as we work to
serve. With 6,000 dollars received, we are almost at our goal. Blessings as you continue your generosity.
Your Finance and Stewardship Committee.

Council meeting will be November 13 at 5:00 pm. Everyone is welcome.
Mobile Food Bank will be November 14 from 3:00 – 7:00 pm. Everyone is welcome to volunteer.
Worship and music meeting November 10, at 10:30 – 11:30 am.

Dear readers: Happy Thanksgiving! We hope you are fortunate enough to be spending the holiday
with family and friends. And an extra shout-out to those readers who are spending the day volunteering at
shelters and soup kitchens. Bless you for your kind hearts and generosity of spirit. Here is one of Ann
Landers’ favorite essays, which we feel is quite appropriate for Thanksgiving:
I Asked God (author unknown)
I asked God for strength, that I might achieve.
I was made weak, that I might learn to obey.
I asked for health, that I might do greater things.
I was given infirmity, that I might do better things.
I asked for riches, that I might be happy.
I was given poverty, that I might be wise.
I asked for power, that I might have the praise of men.
I was given weakness, that I might feel the need of God.
I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life.
I was given life, that I might enjoy all things.
I got nothing that I asked for- but everything I had hoped for.
Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were answered.
I am, among all men, most richly blessed.

Reminder
•

We would love to support and pray for you as needed. Contact the church office at 402352-3550 if you are going to the hospital. Contact Jalaine Vavricek at 402-352-5883 or
402-615-1485 for prayer requests for the Prayer Chain.

•

Please let us know if you would like someone added to In Our Prayers or removed
when prayers have been answered.

•

If you wish a card be sent from our congregation to anyone In Our Prayers, give Gail
Fickle their name and address personally or leave it in her mailbox at church.

•

If we have overlooked your birthday or anniversary, please let the church office know so
we can celebrate you.

St. John’s Reservation Book If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social
Hall/Classrooms from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the Church
Office to block out your date and times.

Enjoy this delicious recipe shared by Lori Benesch
Caramel Snickerdoodle Cake
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 ¾ cups plus 2 tablespoons sugar
2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
2 ½ cups all-purpose flour
2 teaspoons baking soda
1 teaspoon salt
1 can (5 oz) evaporated milk
1 cup sour cream
½ cup butter melted
1 teaspoon vanilla
2 eggs, beaten
10 caramels, unwrapped

1 Heat oven to 350°F. Grease 12-cup fluted tube cake pan with shortening. In small bowl, mix 2
tablespoons of the sugar and 1 teaspoon of the cinnamon. Sprinkle mixture over inside of pan,
turning to evenly coat. Shake out any excess.
2 In large bowl, mix remaining 1 3/4 cups sugar, remaining 1 teaspoon cinnamon, the flour, baking
soda and salt. Reserve 1 tablespoon of the evaporated milk for the topping. Stir remaining
evaporated milk, sour cream, melted butter, vanilla and eggs into dry ingredients until well blended.
Pour batter in pan.
3 Bake 40 to 50 minutes or until toothpick inserted in center comes out clean. Let stand 30 minutes;
remove from pan. Cool completely, about 1 hour.
4 In small microwavable bowl, melt caramels with reserved evaporated milk uncovered on High 1 to
2 minutes, stirring every 30 seconds, until caramels are melted and mixture is smooth. Drizzle over
cooled cake.
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St. John’s Lutheran Church
Congregational Council Meeting
Sept 11, 2019
Meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Council President, Mike Benesch. Council members present
were Jalaine Vavricek, Pastor Day Hefner, Bob Svoboda, Chellee Nelson, Vicky Borman (via phone) and
John Sayer. Absent was Larry Konz.
Devotion/Prayer: None
Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the July 10 and August 14, 2019 Congregational Council meeting
were presented. A motion was made by Vavricek and seconded by Benesch to approve these minutes.
Motion carried.
Open Forum/Correspondence: A thank you note from the Rocha family was presented.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Day presented her report for August (see attached). Please note the date of
Gods Work, Our Hands should be September 29, 2019.
President’s Report: Benesch reported that he has met with Spiker Electric about the video system.
Project should begin in October.
Christian Ed Committee Report: Committee is still in the planning stages for fall youth group activities.
Finance & Stewardship Committee Report: The August financials were presented. Konz sent an email
explaining transfers and deficiencies. The committee along with the memorial committee will meet on
September 18, 2019 at 1:00 pm.
Property Committee Report: Lights were hung in the narthex. Light in the north parking lot was fixed.
The photo eye on the bell tower and the two spot lights were fixed. Weeds have been sprayed and some
smaller trees need pulled in the landscaping. Will meet on Sunday, September 15.
Worship & Music Report: Hymns for October and November have been selected. Bylaws have been
reviewed and updated. Advent and Christmas have been discussed. Committee would like to meet more
often.
Evangelism & Social Ministry Report: See attached report from Vavricek.
Svoboda made a motion, seconded by Pastor Day to approve the committee reports. Motion carried.
Old Business: Spiker electric was contacted and will start on the electrical needs for the video system.
Midwest Sound will start in October. Waiting on Property committee and those in officer positions to review
bylaws.
New Business: Plans for the 2019 Holiday Fair were discussed. The following individuals will be in
charge of the following areas:
Soup making and purchasing of ingredients: Randy Plummer, Vicky Druepel, Rick and Diane Fendrick
Drawing & Silent Auction: Jalaine Vavricek and Gail Fickle
Shoppers Mall: Vicky Borman
Advertising & Worker Scheduling: Chellee Nelson and Larry Konz (if available)
Set up & Clean Up: Mike Benesch, John Sayer, and Bob Svoboda

Entertainment: Pastor Day (to be determined)
CPA Sharon Schwartz recommended that a housing allowance for Pastor Day be set. Vavricek made a
motion, seconded by Svoboda for the purpose of covering additional housing related expenses that
$12,000 of 2019 salary be designated as housing allowance. This designation shall be effective until
modified by the church board (will need to be modified for 2020).
Council discussed projects that were identified at the council retreat. Written committee reports need to be
turned in or emailed 1 week before council meetings. Will try for council retreat in March.
Executive Session: None
Adjournment: Svoboda made a motion, seconded by Benesch to adjourn the meeting at 6:05 pm. Motion
carried. Sayer gave a devotion and closing prayer. Next meeting October 9, 2019 at 5:00 pm. Jalaine will
be in charge of devotions.

