ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER
May 2019
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
821 Denver Street Schuyler, Nebraska 68661
402-352-3550
office.stjohns821@gmail.com

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ
Ministers: the People
Pastor: Day Hefner
St. John’s Reservation Book If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social Hall/Classrooms
from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the Church Office to block out your
date and times.

May Assignment
Greeters:
Head Communion Assistant:
Lector:
Green Team:

Jalaine Vavricek
Mike Benesch
Lori Benesch
Jalaine Vavricek

May
Birthdays
15
16
17
18
19
29
31

Natalie Plummer
Tessa Tielbar
Pastor Day Hefner
ViviAnne Sayer
Harold Drueppel
Logan Nelson
Viola Bender
Diane Fendrick

Anniversaries
9
14
17
24

Scott & Denise Dubsky
Adrian & Janelle Rocha
Rick & Diane Fendrick
Larry & Linda Konz

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. All
who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they
broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of
all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
Acts 2:42, 44-47
Alleluia! Christ is (still) risen! Lent’s long season of repentance is followed by a joyous and even longer Easter
season (6 weeks vs 7 weeks). During the season of Easter, you’ll notice in worship that instead of reading from
the Hebrew scriptures for our first reading, the lectionary instead takes us through some readings from the book of
Acts. Acts was written as a sequel to the gospel of Luke. It picks up right at the ascension of Jesus and
chronicles many of the stories of the first century church as the movement grew and spread. Of course, our main
source for information on the early church in scripture is the letters of Paul, which are the oldest part of the New
Testament, along with the other epistles; but Acts adds another unique perspective. As in Paul’s letters, we
witness the early church as it jubilantly shares the good news of Christ’s death and resurrection. As the church
opens to non-Jewish believers, we also witness how the church wrestles with important questions of identity and
of how to navigate the faith they’ve inherited in a rapidly changing world. Twenty centuries later, these writings
can still give us wisdom and insight for our own struggles with faith and identity in a rapidly changing world!
Just as in Acts and the epistles we get to see and appreciate the various expressions of the church as it emerged in
different places, this month I will be getting the chance to spend time with church people and colleagues from
various places! I will be out of town for a good deal of May: May 6-8 I will be at the Benedictine center for First
Call Theological Education; May 13-17 I will be in Minneapolis for the Festival of Homiletics; and May 29-June
1 I will be in Kearney for some workshops and Synod Assembly.
I invite you to spend some time this month with the stories of our ancestors in the faith and soak in some of the
wisdom of Acts!
Faithfully,
Pr. Day

WORSHIP IN MAY:
All Services at 9:30 a.m. unless otherwise indicated.
Color will be white.
Sunday, May 5, Third Sunday of Easter

Acts 9:1-6 [7-20], Psalm 30, Revelation 5:11-14, John 21:1-19
Sunday, May 12, Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:36-43, Psalm 23, Revelation 7:9-17, John 10:22-30
Sunday, May 19, Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 11:1-18, Psalm 148, Revelation 21:1-6, John 13:31-35
Sunday, May 26, Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 16:9-15, Psalm 67, Revelation 21:10, 22--22:5, John 14:23-29
Year C focuses on the Gospel of Luke. The semi-continuous Old Testament readings are of prophetic proclamation chosen
in chronological order and highlighting Jeremiah. The second, New Testament, readings are chosen mainly from Galatians,
Colossians, 1 and 2 Timothy and 2 Thessalonians.

St. John's Women of the ELCA "Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ."
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA embraces
all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.
There is a place for you in Women of the ELCA at St. John’s. We’re a community of women where fellowship,
friendship, study, service and advocacy are nurtured.
St. John's Women of the ELCA
"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ."
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of
the E.L.C.A. WELCA embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing
women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. There is a place for you in Women of the
ELCA at St. John’s. We’re a community of women where fellowship, friendship, study, service
and advocacy are nurtured. Would you miss it if it went away tomorrow??
UPCOMING EVENTS:
May 7. 1:30. General Meeting with Bible Study
May 12 Senior Recognition
May 26 Serve coffee fellowship
May 28 Quilting
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.”
Quilting in fellowship hall May 28 at 1:30
Quilting Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and
compassion around the world. Help us help others. No experience is necessary. Quilts are ready
to tie or there is fabric to be cut. If you would like to sew at home, we can provide the materials.
Thank you to Doris Ahrens for making quilts at home.

May 2019 Newsletter
Graduating Seniors:
St. John’s Lutheran Christian Education Committee will be honoring our graduating seniors from High School on
Sunday, May 12. This year we have 2 students who will be graduating from High School from St. John‘s
Lutheran Church. Please come and join us in honoring their achievement.
Conner Bywater will graduate from Schuyler Central High School on May 19 and will be attending University of
Kansas at Lawrence, KS majoring in Aerospace Engineering. St. John’s Lutheran Church Christian Continuing
Education Grant for $200 will be awarded to Connor!!!
Brayden Rocha will graduate from Schuyler Central High School on May 19 and will be attending Doane
University in Crete, NE majoring in Psychology or Theatre. St. John’s Lutheran Church Christian Continuing
Education Grant for $200 will be awarded to Brayden!!!
We wish Conner and Brayden much success during their college years and hope they will come and attend
Worship Service at St. John’s Lutheran Church when they are back in the Schuyler area.
Coffee Fellowships:
Need 1 family to bring food, serve coffee fellowship and clean up afterwards on Sunday May 19. If you can host
coffee fellowship on May 19, please sign your name on the sign up sheet in the narthex on the board by the east
doors. Thank you!!!
Starting on June 2, needed are 3 families each Sunday to host coffee fellowship by bring food, serve coffee
fellowship and clean up afterwards! It would be nice if we could have every family sign up, so a variety of
different dishes can be brought in to share and enjoy by everyone at St. John’s. The Coffee Fellowship sign up
sheet is in the narthex on the board by the east doors.
Any questions, please call Diane Fendrick at 402-615-0516. Thank You.
Calendar Items:
May 1
Christian Education Committee meeting at 5 pm
May 5
Evangelism & Social Ministry hosting Coffee Fellowship & meeting to follow
May 12
Christian Education Committee hosting Coffee Fellowship honoring the
Graduates from St. John’s Lutheran
May 19
Schuyler Central High School Graduation at 2 pm West Gym

Other news.....
Pastor Day’s birthday is May 17th.
Next council meeting will be May 8, 2019 at 5:00 pm.

Everyone is welcome.

St. John’s Yard sale Friday, June 7th and Saturday, June 8th. Bring your items anytime, leave them in the last
Sunday school room on the east side. Call Mike or Lori Benesch if you have questions.
Other messages for St. John’s bulletins, newsletters, etc. Please use the email:
office.stjohns821@gmail.com 0R call the Secretary’s office to leave messages.

May recipe
Cheese soup or sauce for pasta
Simmer ½ onion and 6 slices of bacon (chopped), drain and add to a crock pot with:
1 can cream of celery soup
1 can of mushroom soup
1 can cream of cheddar soup
1 can each of beer and milk
1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce
1 tsp soy sauce
1 pound shredded aged cheddar cheese
1 dash paprika
Simmer on low in the crock pot for 6 hours
This is a thick soup or a thin sauce for pasta. If you like a thinner consistence for soup, add more milk.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Congregational Council Meeting
March 13, 2019
Meeting was called to order at 5:08 pm by Council President, Mike Benesch. Council members present were John Sayer,
Jalaine Vavricek, Pastor Day Hefner, Bob Svoboda and Vicky Borman. Absent was Larry Konz and Chellee Nelson.
Devotion/Prayer: Mike Benesch gave a devotion. Pastor Day led the group in prayer.
Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the February 13, 2019 Congregational Council meeting were presented. A motion was
made by Svoboda and seconded by Pastor Day to approve these minutes. Motion carried.
Open Forum/Correspondence: A letter requesting donations for the Schuyler Elementary School Field Day was received.
It was agreed not to donate any funds to this event.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Day presented her report for February (see attached). Council will serve a spaghetti lenten meal
on April 3.
President’s Report: Mike Benesch made a motion, seconded by Svoboda to designate 50% of the Lenten offerings to the
Colfax County Food Pantry and 50% to St. John’s. Motion carried.
Christian Ed Committee Report: Connor Bywater and Brayden Rocha have received applications for the CE grant.
Senior Recognition will be May 12. There is around $3000 in campers fund. Council agreed to leave it there for now.
Finance & Stewardship Committee Report: The February financials were presented.
Property Committee Report: LED lights have been installed in the kitchen, pastor’s office, secretary’s office and
sanctuary. Next up will be the hallway, social hall and parking lot. Benesch will obtain a quote for putting down hard
surface flooring in the living room of the parsonage. Two of the recycling containers are broken. Benesch will obtain 2 new
ones.
Worship & Music Report: Will be meeting on March 17.

Evangelism & Social Ministry Report:
Pastor Day made a motion, seconded by Vavricek to approve the committee reports. Motion carried.
Old Business: Jed Brunken has a 100” screen to donate for the projection system. Will discuss with Jed on March 17 as
he has said he will donate what is needed for the project.
New Business: Bylaws were distributed to council members for review as they need to be updated this year. Maddie
Prohaska has asked to become a member at St. Johns. Benesch made a motion to approve her membership, Vavricek
seconded. Motion carried.
Executive Session: None
Adjournment: Svoboda made a motion, seconded by Pastor Day to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.

