ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER
February 2019
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
821 Denver Street Schuyler, Nebraska 68661
402-352-3550
office.stjohns821@gmail.com

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ
Ministers: the People
Pastor: Day Hefner
St. John’s Reservation Book If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social Hall/Classrooms
from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the Church Office to block out your
date and times.

February Assignment
Greeters:
Head Communion Assistant:
Lector:
Green Team:

Nelsons
Mike Benesch
Lori Benesch

Please be thinking ahead as sign-up sheets for committees are now available.

February
Birthdays
3 Tom Bender
5 Gail Fickle
7 Adrian Rocha
12 Denise Dubsky
17 Doris Ann Ahrens
20 Larry Konz
21 Haylie Swanson
Natalie Petersen
27 Gary Kracl
Anniversaries…..
1 David Reinecke & Sharan Stoltenberg
10 Randy & Konnie Boughn
14 Scott & Vicky Borman
Bob & Shirley Svoboda
19 Rick & Gail Fickle

Special Note:

A Word from Our Pastor

Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy.
Exodus 20:8

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. He said to them, “Come
away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had
no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves.
Mark 6:30-32

Many pastors (present company included) will tell you that the person who most needs to hear the sermon on
Sunday mornings is usually the one preaching it. That is true of this message as well! It is so easy to give
into the temptation to overfunction, to spend all our time working – or thinking about work. It’s part of our
culture. I grew up with many of the same small town, Nebraska/Midwest values that many of you did. In this
culture, one of the highest compliments you can pay someone is to say that they are “hard working,” by which
we often mean that they put in long, grueling hours – 50, 60, 70 hours a week or more. I know I sometimes
feel a sense of guilt or anxiety when I am trying to rest and relax, and find that all the work-related things I
could be working on start creeping into my mind.

We don’t often think of our rest and sabbath time as being as important as our work life, but it’s worth
remembering that keeping sabbath time is one of the ten commandments – and work time is not. We are
commanded to spend time at rest in God’s healing presence, immersed in God’s love. That’s not to say that
the work we do isn’t important and life-giving and for God’s glory. But I think it can be easy to forget that life is
more than just work. We are more than just our usefulness or productivity. You are more than what you do.
You have value whether you are working or at rest or unable to work. You are God’s precious, beloved child,
and Jesus calls you to come away to rest in him a while.

We are getting into a very busy time of year – especially for those of you whose lives are tied to the tax
season or the school year (or, in my case, the liturgical year – Lent, Holy Week, and Easter are coming!). Let
us hold each other accountable in finding time to take breaks from our labor, time to rest in God’s presence
and to remember that, no matter what we do, each one of us is loved beyond measure.

Faithfully,
Pr. Day
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WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY:
All Services at 9:30 a.m. unless otherwise indicated.
Color is green
Sunday, Feb. 3 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Readings: Jeremiah 1:4-10 Psalm 71:1-6 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 Luke 4:21-30
Sunday, Feb.10 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13] Psalm 138 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 Luke 5:1-11
Sunday, Feb. 17 Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
Jeremiah 17:5-10 Psalm 11 Corinthians 15:12-20 Luke 6:17-26
Sunday, Feb. 24 Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
Genesis 45:3-11, 15 Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 Luke 6:27-38
Year C focuses on the Gospel of Luke. The semi-continuous Old Testament readings are of prophetic proclamation
chosen in chronological order and highlighting Jeremiah. The second, New Testament, readings are chosen mainly from
Galatians, Colossians, 1 and 2 Timothy and 2 Thessalonians.

St. John's Women of the ELCA "Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ."
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA
embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in
Jesus Christ. There is a place for you in Women of the ELCA at St. John’s. We’re a community of women
where fellowship, friendship, study, service and advocacy are nurtured.
St. John's Women of the ELCA
"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ."
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Jan. 29 1:30 LWR quilting
Feb. 5 1:30 General Meeting with Bible Study “By night and day”
Feb. 24 Bold Women’s Day. Serve coffee fellowship
Feb 26 1:30 LWR Quilting
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.”
Quilting will resume on January 29,2019
Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion
around the world. Help us help others. No experience is necessary. Quilts are ready to tie or
there is fabric to be cut. If you would like to sew at home, we can provide the materials.

Other news.....
New Secretary!: Good news of great joy — we have hired a new church secretary, Esmeralda
Ortez. Esmeralda started on January 7 and will be in the office from 10-1 Monday-Friday.
Other messages for St. John’s bulletins, newsletters, etc. Please use the email:
office.stjohns821@gmail.com 0R call the Secretary’s office to leave messages as we begin the new
secretarial transition.
ATTENTION THRIVENT MEMBERS

Those of you who own Thrivent products may have earned Choice Dollars throughout 2018. You have a
choice of where you wish those Choice Dollars to go, such as to St. John’s or over 35,000 organizations that
participate in Choice Dollars. The monies your products earned in 2018 can be directed until March 1, 2019. If
you directed dollars earned in 2018 before January 4, 2019, you probably have more dollars to direct.
The Choice Dollars can be directed by—
(1) Phone call: 1-800-847-4836; when prompted, say: “Choice Dollars” and someone should come on
to assist you. You may have to have your membership number, which is on your Thrivent card; or
(2) Online: at www.thrivent.com select “My Thrivent” and then select “Direct Choice Dollars” from the
drop down menu; proceed to direct your dollars; or
(3) Paper form. Contact Sharon Schurman and she can get one for you.
The phone call and online site are very quick, simple and easy. Contact Sharon Schurman if
you need assistance.
REMEMBER THESE ARE YOUR DOLLARS, earned by the Thrivent products you own, so be pro-active and
choose the charity or organization YOU wish to have benefit from those dollars. Remember when making your
choice, St. John’s can be the recipient.
Here’s a Cookie recipe; enjoy!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Baking powder 1 teaspoon
Butter 1 1/2 cup
Granulated sugar 1 cup
Egg 1
Milk 2 tablespoons
Vanilla extract 1 teaspoon
Almond extract 5 teaspoons

Preheat oven to 350ºF.
In bowl, combine flour and baking powder.
In large bowl, beat butter and sugar with electric mixer until light and fluffy. Add egg, milk, vanilla and almond
extract; mix well.
Gradually add flour mixture to butter mixture; beat until combined. Do not chill.
Fill cookie press with dough and with desired disks, press cookies onto ungreased cookie sheet.
Bake 10-12 minutes or until edges are light golden brown.
Cool 2 minutes on cookie sheet on cooling rack. Remove from sheet; cool completely.

