
 

 

 
ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER 

April 2019 
 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
821 Denver Street    Schuyler, Nebraska 68661 

402-352-3550  
office.stjohns821@gmail.com 

 

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ 
 

Ministers:  the People   
    Pastor:  Day Hefner 

 
 
St. John’s Reservation Book  If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social Hall/Classrooms 
from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the Church Office to block out your 
date and times.   
 
 

April Assignment 
 
    Greeters:                    Karen Henry                                       
    Head Communion Assistant:  Mike Benesch            
    Lector:                                     Karen Henry                                   
    Green Team:       none                                           
 
 
 

 
April 
 
Birthdays  
1 Layne  Petersen 
9 Lolly Kroeger 
16 Auston Hall 
17 Brayden Rocha 
18 Monica Hull 
21 Sharan Stoltenberg 
23 Lori Benesch 
24 Ashley Zastera 
30 Layne Tielbar 
 
 
Anniversaries 
22 John & Lemay Anderson 
23 Harold & Vicki Drueppel 
 

  



 

 

A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on 
the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 
Matthew 21:8-9 

 
I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 

another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. 
John 13:34-35 

 
Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went 
out to what is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and 

with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. 
Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. But 

when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 
John 19:16-18, 32-33 

 
But the angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 

He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 
Matthew 28:5-6 

 
Come and see.  Come and see the king – the heir of David – riding triumphantly into the city on a donkey.  
Come and see the master washing the feet of his disciples, setting them a new and loving example.  Come and 
see the gruesome spectacle of a public execution, the king betrayed and hung high for all to see.  Come and see 
the empty tomb. 
 
Come and see.  Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection were highly public and visible events.  It’s striking as I read 
over these texts again for the umpteenth time how many people – “a very large crowd” – watched these events 
unfold, never fully grasping the significance of what they were seeing.  During Holy Week each year, we join 
those crowds and once again we relive the events of the Passion: the excitement of Jesus’ majestic march into 
Jerusalem, the confusion and fear of a last meal interrupted by an angry mob and an arrest, the horror and grief 
of a violent assassination by the state, and the incomprehensible wonder of an empty grave.   
 
Over 2000 years later, I still don’t think we fully understand it – or else we probably wouldn’t keep reliving it!  
But we know that God has done a mysterious and wonderful thing – that somehow, that one empty grave will 
be the first of many – that we have been called to go and do likewise, to share the good news and to live the 
love that we have been shown. 
 
So come and see.  I know it’s a lot of church in one week, but it’s worth coming to experience the whole story. 
Sunday, April 14 – Palm Sunday worship will be at 9:30am, celebrating Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem 
(with donkey, weather permitting). 
Thursday, April 18 – Maundy Thursday worship will be at 7pm, commemorating the Last Supper and Jesus’ 
command to love one another as he has loved us.  This service ends in silence with the stripping of the worship 
space as we prepare for Good Friday. 
Friday, April 19 – Good Friday worship will be at 7pm, with a guest preacher; this is a somber service in 
which we remember the day Jesus was crucified – come hear the haunting beauty of the solemn reproaches and 
pray with us. 
Saturday, April 20 – Easter Vigil will be at 7pm.  I know this is a new service for St. John’s, but it’s a really 
neat one – it begins outside with the lighting of a new fire, and then light slowly fills the sanctuary as we 
process in with candles, and we celebrate the story of God’s faithfulness from creation to the cross.  This service 
will be followed by a celebratory reception. 
Sunday, April 21 – Easter Sunday worship will be at 9:30am. 
 



 

 

We’ve come this far on the journey of Lent, our journey of turning back to God.  Come and hear the amazing 
story of God’s saving acts once again.  Come and see. 
 
Faithfully, 
Pr. Day 

 

 

 

 

Why are we having communion so often?  

No doubt some of you have wondered this from time to time since I first started at St. John’s.  We moved from 
communing twice a month to now communing every Sunday that we gather – a change which can certainly be 
contentious in a congregation.  There are many reasons for doing this. 

One compelling logistical reason is that, while “regular” church attendance used to mean attending worship 
once a week, in the 21st century, regular church attendance has often come to mean attending worship once a 
month, or sometimes less.  I want to make sure that every worship encounter is an opportunity to be fed, 
especially considering that communing and giving at least once a year are technical requirements for active 
membership status. 

On a deeper, more theological level, Jesus commanded us to remember him in the breaking and sharing of 
bread and wine.  And he promised to be present with us – truly present – in this meal.  Holy Communion is a 
moment in which we are encountered by the living God and fed – truly fed – for mission and for living in the 
world.  Just as we are stronger and healthier physically when we eat balanced and timely meals, we are 
stronger and healthier spiritually when we do not skip meals, but come regularly to the table with our hungry 
spirits to be fed. 



 

 

WORSHIP IN APRIL: 
 

All Services at 9:30 a.m. unless otherwise indicated.       
Color will be purple, scarlet or white. 
 
Sunday- April 7, Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Isaiah 43:16-21,  Psalm 126,  Philippians 3:4b-14,  John 12:1-8 
 
Sunday- April 14, Palm/ Passion Sunday 
Luke 19:28-40,   Isaiah 50:4-9a,   Psalm 31:9-16,   Philippians 2:5-11,   Luke 22:14--23:56 
 
Thursday- April 18, Maundy Thursday 
Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14,  Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19,  1 Corinthians 11:23-26,  John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 
Friday- April 19, Good Friday 
Isaiah 52:13--53:12,   Psalm 22,   Hebrews 10:16-25,   John 18:1--19:42 
 
Saturday- April 20,  Easter Vigil 
Genesis 1:1-2:4a,   Genesis 7:1-5,11-18;8:6-18;9:8-13,    Exodus 14:10-31;15:20-21, 
 Isaiah 55:1-11,    Daniel 3:1-29   
 
Sunday- April 21, Easter Sunday 
Acts 10:34-43, Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24,  1 Corinthians 15:19-26,  Luke 24:1-12 
 
Sunday- April 28, Second Sunday of Easter 
Acts 5:27-32,   Psalm 118:14-29,   Revelation 1:4-8,   John 20:19-31 
 
Year C focuses on the Gospel of Luke. The semi-continuous Old Testament readings are of prophetic proclamation 
chosen in chronological order and highlighting Jeremiah.  The second, New Testament, readings are chosen mainly from 
Galatians, Colossians, 1 and  2 Timothy and 2 Thessalonians. 

  

 

St. John's Women of the ELCA "Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ."  
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of the E.L.C.A. WELCA 
embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in 
Jesus Christ. There is a place for you in Women of the ELCA at St. John’s.  We’re a community of women 
where fellowship, friendship, study, service and advocacy are nurtured.  
 

St. John's Women of the ELCA 
"Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ." 

 
All women of St. John's are invited to participate in the activities of the Women of 
the E.L.C.A. WELCA embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing 
women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. There is a place for you in Women of the 
ELCA at St. John’s. We’re a community of women where fellowship, friendship, study, service 
and advocacy are nurtured. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Apr 2 1:30 General Meeting with Bible Study 
Apr 6 Spring Gathering Redeemer Lutheran in Hooper.  
Apr 23 & 30 1:30 LWR Quilting 
Apr 28 Serve Coffee Fellowship 
May 7. 1:30. General Meeting with Bible Study 
 



 

 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING 
“THOSE WHO SLEEP UNDER A QUILT, SLEEP UNDER LOVE.” 

 
Quilting in fellowship hall April 23 and 30 at 1:30 
Quilting Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and 
compassion around the world. Help us help others. No experience is necessary. Quilts are ready 
to tie or there is fabric to be cut. If you would like to sew at home, we can provide the materials. 
 
EASTER LILIES 
Please bring Easter lilies or other spring plants to decorate our church sanctuary for Easter Sunday, April 21. 
Plants may be left at church during Holy Week. Lemay will do Easter decorating on Saturday. Please sign 
sheet in flower book if you are donating them in honor or memory of someone. 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped in anyway with the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper!!!!!!  
Thank you to the 30 volunteers who donated their time to working before, during and after the Pancake 
Supper!! Thank you to Sharon Schurman for getting $250 through “Thrivent Action Team Project” to help with 
getting the food needed for the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper!! Thank you to the Nelson and Fendrick 
families for their food donations above the $250 from Thrivent Action Team Project!!!! That helped keep our 
expenses down and we had a greater profit!! Thank you all for making this fund raiser a success!! Expense we 
had were The Schuyler Sun ad, $69.52 and the Liquid Eggs, $79.10 
 
Thank you to Rick Fendrick for picking up and taking back the griddle to Loup Power District. Thank you to 
John Sayer and Rick for cleaning the griddle following the Pancake Supper. Cleaning and re-seasoning the 
griddle takes a lot of time. 
 
We served 145 hungry adults (10 orders to go) and 14 kids for a total of 159. Ticket Sales were $1,081.50 as 
$3.50 was paid out for ice. Door Donations $62.00. Prepared Food Donations $13.25.  Total Income 
$1,156.75. Expenses were $148.62. Proceeds are $1,008.13 to St. John‘s Lutheran Continuing Education 
Grant.  
 
If you haven’t returned your evaluation in for the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, please do so we can see 
what we need to change or keep for future Shrove Tuesday Pancake Suppers. Thank you for those who have 
turned theirs in and the comments!!! 
 
Mark your calendar next year for February 25, 2020 for the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper!!! 
 

Other news.....  
 
Earth Day 
On Monday, April 22nd, we take time to celebrate the awesomeness of the earth that God has created for us to 
live on and care for each day. One of several things we do at St. John's is to collect pop tabs in our attempt to 
reduce, reuse and recycle. This past month we gave a very large sack of tabs to Mr. Hayes 4th grade class at 
SES as part of their "Pay It Forward" project for the Ronald McDonald House. Please continue to save your 
pop tabs and place them in the contain located in the Narthex as we "Pay It Forward."  
 
Christian Ed will be honoring the senior graduates during coffee fellowship on May 12.  
 
Next council meeting will be Wednesday, April 10, at 5pm.     Everyone is welcome.  
  
Women’s Midlands spring gathering is Saturday April 6th at Redeemer Lutheran Hooper.  
Asking for these Tangible Offering items: paper towels, kleenex, napkins, paper plates, and toliet paper, should 
be marked for Spring gathering and be left at church by April 5. 



 

 

Please consider donating to the Nebraska Synod Disaster Relief fund to help ongoing flood relief 
efforts.  100% of all funds receive will go to those affected.  You can read updated information and donate 
online at http://nebraskasynod.org, or you can send a check with “Nebraska Floods” written in the memo line 
to: 
Nebraska Synod ELCA 
6757 Newport Avenue, Suite 200 
Omaha, NE 68152 
 
St. John’s Yard sale Friday, June 7th and Saturday, June 8th. Bring your items anytime, leave them in the last 
Sunday school room on the east side. Call Mike or Lori Benesch if you have questions. 
 
The Schuyler Food Pantry is getting low on almost all items.  Donations are needed, especially to help 
people displaced by the flooding.  All donations are welcome and can be taken directly to Schuyler Middle 
School, where the pantry is located.  Pastor Day will be coordinating the food pantry during the month of April, 
if anyone has questions about whether any specific items might be especially needed.  Thanks! 
 
Other messages for St. John’s bulletins, newsletters, etc.  Please use the email:  
office.stjohns821@gmail.com   0R call the Secretary’s office to leave messages. 
 

 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Congregational Council Meeting 

February 13, 2019 
 

Meeting was called to order at 5:09 pm by Council President, Mike Benesch.  Council members present were 
John Sayer, Jalaine Vavricek, Chellee Nelson, Pastor Day Hefner and Larry Konz.  Absent was Vicky Borman 
and Bob Svoboda.   
 
Devotion/Prayer:  Pastor Day gave a devotion. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  Minutes from the January 9, 2019 Congregational Council meeting were presented.  A 
motion was made by Konz and seconded by Vavricek to approve these minutes. Motion carried. 
 
Open Forum/Correspondence:  None 
 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Day is continuing to train the office secretary.  Has met with worship and music and 
is starting preparations for lent.  She has met with Evangelism and Social Ministry and will be sending out a 
letter to inactive members inviting them to Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and introducing herself.  
Secretary and Pastor Day are continuing to work on the year book and Evangelism/Social Ministry Committee 
will review it.  Pastor Day attended the Ministers Conference at CJH Jan 21-23 and has started to regularly 
attend text study on Tuesday afternoon at Fremont.  Pastor Day will be taking vacation Feb 14-21 and has 
gotten supply Pastor Annette Minderman to do pulpit supply on Sunday, February 17.  Pastor Day asked that 
all committee reports be sent to the secretary’s email by noon on the Monday prior to the council meeting.  
Pastor passed around a sign-up sheet for council members to conduct the devotion at council meetings. 
 
President’s Report:  None 
 
Christian Ed Committee Report:  Sign-up sheets for workers at the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper are 
out.   
 
Finance & Stewardship Committee Report:  Konz presented the January financials.  He will be on Vacation 
until May 15, but will continue to pay bills, etc. during his absence.  Please email him. 
 



 

 

Property Committee Report:  Repairs to parsonage shower are complete.  Konz received the bid for the 
2019 lawn care from Galls.  Same price as 2018. 
 
Worship & Music Report:  Met on January 13 and Pastor Day will meet with the organists on February 24. 
 
Evangelism & Social Ministry Report:  Vavricek reported that the committee of 8 met on February 10.  They 
served coffee fellowship and used the proceeds to pay for postage.  Please give Gail Fickle addresses of any 
nonmembers on prayer list so a card can be sent.  Four people have volunteered to make home visits and 
provide communion at these visits if desired.  Pastor will train and purchase traveling communion kits.  Four 
persons have also volunteered to provide rides to church.  Coffee fellowship sign up sheets have been set out.  
Committee will continue to get St. John’s name out in the community.  Ideas include publicity in Schuyler Sun 
prior to the Shrove Tuesday Pancake supper and info sheets in bags at the yard sale.  Sayer made a motion 
seconded by Konz to approved the committee reports.  Motion carried. 
 
Old Business:  No new information was given on the projection system.  Pastor Day spoke to Pastor Juliette 
regarding council agendas and minutes.  Should keep all years of these, but it is ok to digitalize.  Konz 
requested that upcoming events including council meetings be but in the bulletin. 
 
New Business:  St. John’s Constitution needs to be reviewed and possible updates need to be made.  
Vavricek will review the stack of information that Pastor Ron left to see where we are in the process.  Nelson 
will check synod website for model constitutions.   
 
Executive Session:  None 
 
Adjournment:  Nelson made a motion, seconded by Sayer to adjourn the meeting at 6:10.  Motion carried.   
 
 
 
 
Here’s a Delicious Recipe 
 
 
Golden Stew        
Ella Hamata (Doris Ahren’s Mom) 
 
4 carrots peeled and sliced 
1½ cups peeled cubed potatoes 
2 medium onions chopped 
1 package (10 oz.) frozen peas 
2 cups cubed ham 
1 can (10¾ oz) cream of celery soup undiluted 
1 (8 oz jar) cheese spread   can use Velveeta 
 
In a large saucepan or Dutch oven, put carrots, potatoes and onion with just enough water to cover. Cook 
covered until the vegetables are tender, about 10 minutes.  
Add peas and ham and cook about another 5 minutes. Drain water. Stir in soup and cheese. Heat 
through.  Yields 4-6 servings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


