
	

	

ST. JOHN’S MESSENGER 
September 2018 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
821 Denver Street    Schuyler, Nebraska  68661 

402-352-3550  
stjohns821@gmail.com 

 

Our Mission: to witness and serve in the name of Jesus Christ 
 

Ministers:  the People   
    Pastor:  Day Hefner 

 
COMMUNICATE, COMMUNICATE, COMMUNICATE It is of vital importance, especially during this transition 
time, that we communicate regularly what’s happening at St. John’s. To help us do our best, we invite you to sign 
up to be part of our email group we will use to send information along as it is needed. If you like to be part of this 
group, contact Sharan Stoltenberg at SRS333@outlook.com. 
 
St. John’s Reservation Book  If you have received approval to utilize the Church/Social Hall/Classrooms 
from the St. John’s Church Council, please utilize the Blue Day Planner in the Church Office to block out your 
date and times.   
 
 

Greeter for September:   Larry Konz   
Head Communion Deacon:    Larry Konz 
Lector:        Jon Knutson 
Green Team:      Larry Konz 

 

 

 
 

Birthdays 
 
 

7 Addie Thompson    Amber Pickhinke 

17 Julie Swanson    Happy Labor Day in Schuyler!!! 

19 Jordan Fickle 

23 Pauline Huber     



	

	

 
, 

 

Joshua 24:1,15 
 
Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; 
and they presented themselves before God.  And Joshua said to all the people… “choose this day whom you will serve, whether the 
gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and 
my household, we will serve the LORD." 
 

In this text from last month’s lectionary, Joshua addressed these words to the people of ancient Israel as they prepared to finally take 
possession of the promised land.  The Israelites had wandered many long years in the desert, had mourned the loss of their leader 
Moses, and at many points had begun to despair that they weren’t moving forward, and doubted whether God would still keep God’s 
promise.  When the joyous day finally came, the whole community gathered in assembly, and together they gave thanks to God and 
they remembered and retold all the wonderful things God had done for them. 
 
This moment we are living together feels a little bit like what I imagine Joshua and his community must have felt like.  I know that this 
community has been waiting for a new leader, waiting for the Spirit to move, waiting for a new chapter to start.  I too have been 
waiting, over the years of seminary and discernment and candidacy, for this call I feel from the Spirit to be echoed and affirmed by a 
congregation.  Stepping into the role of pastor of this community feels to me like the fulfilling of God’s divine promise.  It feels like the 
movement of the Spirit, guiding us all into something exciting and new. 
 
Just as the Israelites did, let us give thanks to God for bringing us safely to this joyous and long-awaited day!  And let us renew our 
faith and our dedication to the God who keeps promises and daily renews us.  May we and all of our households serve the Lord! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Day 

 
 
 

A Word from Our Pastor... 
	



	

	

WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER: 
 

 
All Services at 9:30 a.m.                         Pentecost Color is Green 
 
Sun. Sep. 2 — Service of Word & Sacrament   Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Lectionary 22)  
Readings Complementary Series  
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 Psalm 15 (1) James 1:17-27 Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23  
 
Sun. Sep. 9 —Service of the Word   Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Lectionary 23)  
Readings Complementary Series  
Isaiah 35:4-7a Psalm 146 (2) James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17 Mark 7:24-37  
 
Sun. Sep. 16 —    Service of Word & Sacrament   Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost (Lectionary 24)  
Readings Complementary Series  
Isaiah 50:4-9a Psalm 116:1-9 (9) James 3:1-12 Mark 8:27-38  
 
Sun. Sep. 23 — Service of the Word   Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Lectionary 25)  
Readings Complementary Series 
Jeremiah 11:18-20 or Wisdom 1:16 — 2:1, 12-22 Psalm 54 (4) James 3:13 — 4:3, 7-8a Mark 9:30-37  
 
Sun. Sep. 30 — Service of the Word   Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Lectionary 26)  
Readings Complementary Series  
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 Psalm 19:7-14 (8) James 5:13-20 Mark 9:38-50  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ 
 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.  All women of St. John’s are invited to participate in the activities 
of the Women of the ELCA at St. John’s, within the state NSWO, or nationally.  We are a community of women where fellowship, friendship, study, 
service and advocacy are nurtured. Thanks to all who support the WECA co�ee fellowships.  These funds allow us to provide rolls for the blood bank, 
fill kits for LWR and to fund other special WELCA projects. 
  
WELCA UPCOMING EVENTS:  MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
Sep 4:  1:30 p.m. General Meeting and Bible Study in church library  
Sep 16  Serve coffee fellowship  
Sep 22: NSWO Autumn Renewal in Hastings 
Sep 25:  1:30 p.m. Quilting  
Oct 2:   1:30 p.m.: General Meeting and Bible Study in Church library 
 
 
2018 Nebraska Synodical Women’s Organization Autumn Renewal 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepher—Hastings, NE 

Jill Miller—singer, song writer, and retreat leader from Sioux City, IA    “Writing the Song of Your Life” 

Contact Lemay Anderson for information   Registration deadline is Friday, September 14th 



	

	

 
 
 

ould you like to receive your monthly newsletters via email in addition to and/or in place of your paper newsletter?   W
Let Sharan know… (We could save some trees and $$$$ this way!)  
 
Did I miss something?  Please let me know. Would you like to  
add something to the newsletter?  Please let me know that also. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTING RESUMES  

On Sep 25 @ 1:30 p.m. 
  

GOD PROVIDES: 
THAT’S WHAT LWR QUILTS ARE ALL ABOUT! 

TIED IN FAITH. SENT IN HOPE. WRAPPED IN LOVE. 
              
           

Imagine the comfort that comes from a hug at the time when you need it most. That’s the 
feeling we share with a LWR Quilt. Through a simple combination of fabric and thread, you can 
help us reach out to people in their time of greatest need with a strong message of hope — you 
are not alone.                        

 
Lutheran World Relief mission quilts are a valuable tool to show God's love and compassion around the world.  
Help us help others.  No experience is necessary.  Quilts are ready to tie or there is fabric to be cut.  If you 
would like to sew at home, we will provide the materials. We will be providing 3 quilt kits to Carol Joy Holling 
for their summer campers to assemble. 

 
 
 
  
 
Asking for Donations:  The Chapel in the Schuyler Cemetery is in dire need of repair.  Please get 
with Karen Henry or Jane Urban if you would like to contribute. 

 
 
 
 

A Big Thank You goes out to everyone who provided salads or worked in any capacity at the Salad 

Luncheon on August 2nd.  It was our most successful luncheon yet.  The community only had high praises for 
it.  It was our most successful one to purchase Lutheran World Relief kit items for school drawstring 
backpacks and person care.   

Your help was most appreciated, 

Karen Henry, Chair 


